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7 REF AC E. 


HE dne 8 and oc- 
caſion, as well of theſe Diſ- 


1 * as of the pieces in the 


Appendix, being mentioned in their 
reſpective places, the author needs 
not now detain the reader with a long 
Preface. | 


H would only obſerve that it was 
neither the fondneſs of commencing 
Author, nor the vanity of ima- 
gining that he poſſeſſed any ſuperior 
capacity for the work, that led to 
the preſent Publication. A great 
part of what is contained in it was 
publiſhed before, at the inſtance of 
thoſe to whom he was bound to deny 
nothing of that kind; and although 
it 3 his duty, in thoſe perilous 1 

AS times, 


rA C E. 

times, when he was called to Gelid 
moſt of the following Diſcourſes, to 
diſplay, according to his beſt abilities, 
the immenſe value of the bleſſings 

| reſulting from the enjoyment of the 
© PROTESTANT RELIOGION and Civir, 
LiszrTyY, in order to propagate a 

| laudable zeal for their Defence; yet 
1 he can with truth ſay that there is no 
part of his Majeſty's Dominions, where 
| thoſe bleſſings are better underſtood, 

| or more fully prized, than among 
1 men of rank and character in America, 
| who have enjoyed due opportunities : 
| of knowlege and im pro mant. 


„ - 1 undi tho cis be the caſe FRY re- 
| 70 gard to ſuch perſons, it can hardly 
be imagined to be ſo with reſpect to 

the people in general; who live in a 
diſperſt retired ſtate, and are ſtill too 
much without the above advantages. 
"Nevertheleſs, that it ſhould be fo a- 
mong them, alſo is of the utmoſt im- 


PREESCE 4 
portance to the future ſafety and prof- 
perity of the RG Colonies. 


Ws are there on a very diffrent 
i footing, from that of the mother- - 
country here. Both we and our 
enemies are an encreaſing multitude 
of people, compoſed of various na- 
tions and languages, and continually 
approaching to each other in our fron- 
tier-ſettlements. We have there no ſur- 
rounding ocean, nor floating caſtles, 

to form a barrier between us. 5 


Norix, therefore, wa a high 
and commanding ſenſe of the un- 
ſpeakable difference between our Re- 
ligion and that of the enemy, be- 
tween Liberty and Slavery, kept a- 
live and propagated on our part, 
can preſerve us a ſeparate people, and 
render us Brave by principle. When 
once the ſenſe of this difference is 
loſt, or ceaſes to have its influence on 
the conduct, all ſecondary conſide- 
rations will lend but a feeble aid. 

| A 3 Now, 


fi PREFACE. 


Now, to promote ſuch a ſenſe, to 
the utmoſt of the author's power, 


was his view in delivering ſuch of 


theſe Diſcourſes as relate to the war; 
and with the ſame view they are now 


collected into a volume, which he 
was the more willing to take the 


preſent opportunity of publiſhing 


here, as he knows how ready the 


mother- country is to give a kind 


patronage and reception to whatever 


is the production of her colonies, and 


intended for their benefit, tho' other- 


wiſe, Tears of leſs ne. to her- 
felt. | 


Tur Firſt and Fifth of the Di 


| Curies have no immediate connexion 
with the ſubjects of the reſt; but, 
finding ſufficient room for _ the 
author thought. proper to inſert them, 


and that i in the order of time where- 


in they were preached. The for- 


mer was Fable ſeyeral years ago ; 
SOL anc 


"—_— 


c 


PREFACE. vii 
qa an Edition of the other had been 
frequently deſired and promiſed. 


Wrrn reſpect to the ſtyle, the au- 
thor hopes the Occaſion will general- 
_ ly juſtify the Manner. He always en- 
deavours to ſuit his language to the 
ſubject ; and thinks he has no where 
offered to addreſs the Paſſions, till 
he has firſt endeavoured to convince 
the Judgment. There are ſome ſea- 
ſons, when more than ordinary 
- Warmth is expected; and, if it be 
ever allowable, it is on thoſe ſolemn 
days, when the intereſts of a whole 
country are to be ſtated and ſet forth, 
and each individual in it ſtrongly a- 
nimated © to play the man for the 


people and cities of his God.” 


Tux author, however, does not 
offer to juſtify any faults that may 
be found in theſe Diſcourſes. He 
fears they have more material ones 
than what i is binted at above; which 
may, 


a PREFACE. 


anticipate its . e or its cen- 


may J perhaps, be incident to the 
period of life wherein moſt of them 
were compoſed. 


Bur he has ſubmitted them to the 
public, and would neither preſume to 
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| DISCOURSE 4 Page 11. 


ERSONAL Affliction and frequent 
Reflection upon human life, of great 
uſe to lead Max to the RememBRANCE 
of Gop. Preached in Chriſt-Church, 
- Philadelphia ; September 1, 1754. On 
the death of a beloved * 


PSALM ah 6. 


0 my God ! my foul i is caſt down within we, | 
e will I remember thee. 


 DISCOUR SE I. Page 37. 
An earneſt exhortation to Religion, Bro- 
r and Public-ſpirit, in the pre- 
ſent dangerous ſtate of affairs. Preach- 

ed in Chriſt-Church, Philadelphia, * 


24, 1755. 


1 Pr. 11. 17. 


Love the brotherhood ; 5 ned Cd; honor the 
King. 
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x The CONTENTS. 
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ed at Briſtol in Pennfylvania, on "the _ 


public Faſt, May 21, 1756; and after- 
_ wards (with Gul variation) at Ger- 
5 mantown in the ſame 2 2 on the 
public Faſt, in July 1757. 


IrxRrTaR viii. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. 
Yea the flork in the Heaven knoweth her ap- 


pointed times, and the turtle and the 


crane and ſwallow obſerve the time of their 
coming ; but my people know. not the ach- | 
tent of the Lord, &c. 


DISCOURSE IV. Pane y 


The Chriſtian Soldier's duty; the lawful- 
neſs and dignity of his office; and the 
importance of the Proteſtant» Cauſe in 
the Britiſh colonies. - .Preached in Chriſt- 
Church, Philadelphia, April 5, 1757; at 
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The CONTENTS: 1 


the deſire of BRIGADIER-GENERAL 


 STANW1X, to the forces under his com- 
mand, before their march to the fron- 
tiers. With a PRaveR.. | 


Luxx ili. 14. 

Arid the Soldiers demanded of him likewi 72 
ſaying - Maſter, and what ſhall we do? He 
ſaid unto them, Do Violence to no man, nei- 
ther atcuſe any falſely, and be content 701 66 
Your Wages. 


*DISCOURSE V. Page 131. 


On planting the Sciences in America, and 


the propagation of Chriſt's Goſpel over 
the untutored parts of the earth. Preach- 
ed before the truſtees, maſters, ſtu- 


dents, and ſcholars, of the College and 


Academy of Philadelphia, May 17, 17573 
being the firſt anniverſary c commence- 
ment in that Place. 4 


PSsALN ii. 8. 
72 of me and I ſball give thee the Heathen 


for thine inheritance, and the uttermoſt 


parts of the earth for thy poſſeſſion. 
Page 157. A CnAROE, delivered in the 


afternoon of the ſame day, to the Can- 
Slates who obtained their degrees. 
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 *DIJCOURSE VI. Page rSr. 
The duty of praiſing God for ſignal mer- 
cies and deliverances. Preached, firſt, 
in Trinity-Church, New-York, Sep- 
tember 17, 17 58; and afterwards at 
Oxford in Pennſylvania Octob. 1. in the 
ſame Year: On occaſion of the remark- 
able ſucceſs of his Majelty's arms in A- 
merica, during that Campaign, 5 


8 TY. I. 


T will "OR unto the Lord, for be A bath, fri- E: 
 wmphed ghoriouſh. | 


APPENDIX I Page 201. 


An earneſt addreſs to the colonies, . par- 
ticularly thoſe of the ſouthern diſtrict ; 


on the opening of the campaign 1758. 


APPENDIX II. Page 215. 


Account of the College and Academy of 
Philadelphia; with the of educa- 


| tion, &c. 
APPENDIX HI. Page 235. 
A Philoſophical Meditation, and Religious 7 
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Addreſs to the SupREME Bins; firſt 


a apple. for the uſe of young Students, 
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Perſonal Affliction and frequent Re- 
flection upon human Life, of great 
Uſe to lead Ma N to the REMEM- 
BRANCE of Goo. 


"Pas con! D 1N- 


Crip. G PHILADELPHIA; 
: September 74 " 54. 


ON THE 


Death of a beloved PUPIL. 
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„5 ; 1 
SAMUEL MARTIN, Eq; 


Member of Pikant for Camel ford, 


Treaſurer to the Princeſs Dowager of Wars 


3 And ONE of the — 


S a Teſtimony of Regard to his 
public Character, and of Gra- 


titude for the Honour of his Friend- f 


ſhip thro' a Series of Years, this Di iſ- 
courſe, preached on the Death of his 


beloved Couſin, is 


moſt 3 inſcribed 


ty the AUTHOR. 


B 2 


l 


H E following Verſes having been originally print- 

ed with this Diſcourſe, ought not now to be ſe- 
parated from it. When the good-natured reader is 

acquainted that they are a Collection of the Tears of 
a few young gentlemen, who were fellow Students of the 
deceaſed, the Author knows that he may depend on that. 
Candour in favour of them, which he can only —_ 


for, in favour of himſelf, 


FOOL LES Et 
i 


. TO 3.36 | 
= I. Ky H 0 R, 
On hearing ble aa upon the Death of 


his hopeful Pupil, our dear Fellow-ſtudent, 
Mr. WiLLiam THoOMAs MaxTix So 


I CALL no aid, no muſes to inſpire, 


Or teach my breaſt to feel a poet's fire; 


' Your ſoft expreſſion of a grief ſincere, 


Brings from my ſoul a ſympathetic tear. 
Taught by your voice, my artleſs ſorrows flow ; s 


1 ſigh in verſe, am elegant in woe, 


And loftier thoughts within my boſom glow. 


For when, in all the charms of language dreſt, 


A manly grief flows, genuine, from the breaſt, 


What gen'rous nature can eſcape the wounds, 
Or ſteel itſelf againſt the force of melting ſounds ? 


O]! could I boaſt to move with equal art 
The human ſoul, or melt the ſtony heart 


My long-lov'd friend ſhould through my numbers 


ſhine, 


Some virtue loſt be wept in every line; 8 


* The young ts ſo juſtly lamented here, was the 
ſecond ſon of the Hon. Joſiah Martin, Eſq; of New-York. 


He died at Philadelphia, while a ſtudent in the higher Pnilo- 


phy claſs of the college there. | | 
mn. For 


fv). 

For virtues he had many----'Twas confeſt 
That native ſenſe and ſweetneſs fill'd his breaſt, 
But cooler reaſon checks the bold intent, 
And, to the taſk refuſing her conſent, 
This only truth permits me to diſcloſe, 
That in your own, you repreſent my woes; 
And ſweeter than my ſong, is your harmonious 

. dg N 


College of Philadelphia, F. HopkIxsOox. 
September 5, 1744. | | 


On the fame, by a Fellow fudent. 


ND is your Mar Tin gone? Is he no more, 
That living truth, that virtue ſeen before? 
Has endleſs night already hid the ray, 
The early . of his glorious day? 
That grief, great Meurner ! in ſuch ſtrains . 
Shews he was deep implanted in your breaſt. 
Vet hark ! ſoft-whiſpering reaſon ſeems to ſay, 
Ceaſe from your ſorrows, wipe theſe tears away. 
He's gone, he's paſt the gloomy ſhades of night, 
Safe landed in th' eternal realms of light. 
Happy exchange! to part with all below, 
For worlds of bliſs, where joys unfading flow, 
And fainted fouls with love and rapture glow. 


College of Philadelphia, S. M A G A W. 
September 6, 1784. 
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* | _ 


0 the Jam, by a Pell hilar 


HILE for a pupil loſt, your ſorrow flows, 
In all the harmony of finiſh'd proſe ; 
While melting crouds the pious accents hear, 


Sigh to your ſighs, and give you tear for tear; 
We too, in humble verſe, would treat the dee; 
And join our griefs to ſwell the general ſtream. 
For we remember well his matchleſs power, 
To ſteal upon the heart, and chear the ſocial hour. 
Ah! much-lov'd friend! too ſoon thy beauties 
fade! | | 
Too ſoon we count thee with the ſilent dead! 
Thou, late the faireſt plant in virtue's plain, 
The brighteſt youth in wiſdom's riſing train; 
By genius great, by liberal arts adorn'd, 
Buy ſtrangers ſeen and lov'd, by ſtrangers mourn dz 
Bleſt in a tender brother's friendly breaſt 
And in paternal fondneſs doubly bleſt! 
Art thou now ſunk in death's tremendous gloom, 
Wrapt in the awful horrors of a tomb? 
Ah me! how vain all ſublunary joy 
Woes following woes, our warmeſt hopes deſtroy |! 
- But hark !--ſome voice celeſtial ſtrikes mine ear, 
And bids the muſe her plaintive ſtrains forbear. 
© Weep not, fond youths,---it cries, or ſeems to 
8 | | 
% He lives, your MarTiN lives, and treads the 
 tky; 7s 1 
| B 4 | cc From 


vin! 


away, 

hs He ſhines amid the blaze of heaven) 8 eternal 
day. | 

College 7 Philadelphia, | 882 DUc HE. 

September 7, 1754. 5 > 


* On the ſame. 
HECK, mournful preacher | [ check thy) 
ſtreaming woe, 
Pierce not our ſouls with grief too great to know; 
He joys above whom we e lament below. 


Snatch'd from our follies here, he wing'd e way, 


To ſing Hos axx As in the realims of day, 

With him, the fight of life and death is o'er, 

And agonizing throes ſhall pain no more ; 

No more ſhall fell diſeaſe, with waſteful rage, 

Blaſt the fair bloſſoms of his tender age; 

Tranſplanted now, he blooms a heav'nly flow'r, 

Where ſpring eternal decks yon Amarinthinebower. 
Thy pious ſorrows, SMITH, to future days, 

Shall bear his image, and tranſmit his praiſe. 
Still, {till I feel what thy Diſcourſe impreſt, 

When pity throb'd, congenial, in each breaſt : 

When deep diſtreſs came thrilling from NY 

tongue, 

And ſympathizing crouds attentive mike” 

To mourn for thy lov'd Pupil all approv'd; 

On ſuch a theme *twas virtue to be mov'd. 

Whoe'er theſe tender pages ſhall explore, 


Muft learn thoſe griefs the Pulpit taught before. 
College of Philadelphia, T. B A R T ON. 


« From care, from toil, from fickneſs ſnatch'd 


September 7, 1754. On 
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[ix] 
On the hive, 


DEAT H! could manly courage . thy 
power, 

Or roſy health protract the fatal hour; 
Could tears prevail, or healing arts withſtand 
Th unſparing ravage of thy waſteful hand; 
Then MaxTin ſtill had liv'd a father's boaſt, 
Nor had a mother's fondeſt hopes been loſt ; 
Then, SMITH, thy darling youth, thy juſteſt pride, 
With virtue's firſt examples long had vy'd. 

But he i is bleſt where joys immortal flow z 
Ceaſe tears to ſtream, be dumb the voice of woe. 
Releas'd from vice, in early bloom ſet free 
From the dire rocks of this tempeituous ſea, 
The youthful faint, in heav'n's ambroſial vales, 
With glory crown'd, =therial life inhales. 

No more let grief repine, or wiſh his ſtay, 

In this dark gloom, this twilight of our day. 
Rather we'll hail him fled from night's domain, 
Array'd in light to tread the azure plain. 

There ſcience dwells ;---before the mental eye 
Nature's ſtupendous works unfolded lie,; 
There wiſdom, goodneſs, power diffufive ſhine, 
And 4 the glowing breaſt with love divine. 


| | College of Philadelphia, 5 JACKSON, 
September 7, 754. 
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DISCOURSE I. 


Ps ar M xlii. 6. 
O my God! my Soul is caſt down within me, 
therefore will T remember thee. 


T is elegantly ſaid by the author of 

the book of * Job, who ſeems to have 
ee all the dire viciſſitudes of 
fortune, „That man is born to trouble 
as the ſparks fly upwards.” 

Turxst Troubles, however, as the ſame 
author further obſerves, ſerve the wiſeſt « 
purpoſes; in as much as they are not the 
effects of what is called blind Chance, but 
of that unerring Providence, which graci- 
ouſly conducts all events to the general 
good of the creature, and the final com- 
pletion of virtue and happineſs. © Affliction 
comes not forth from the duſt, neither 
does trouble ſpring out of the ground.” 

"Ch v6 
5 Very 


—— 


DISCOURSE I 


Very far from it. At that great day, when 
the whole council of God ſhall be more 
perfectly diſplayed to us, we ſhall be fully 
convinced, that all his diſpenſations have 


r wiſe, righteous, and gracious; and that 
« + tho' no chaſtening for the preſent 


*ſeems joyous, but grievous, nevertheleſs it 
afterwards yields the peaceable fruits of 


righteouſneſs to them that are exerciſed 
thereby.” 


Or the truth of this we 4 indeed 
ſoon be convinced, at preſent, were we 


but wiſe, and ſuffered ourſelves to reflect 
on what we daily ſee. 
greateſt injuſtice, that men aſcribe their 


fins wholly to worldly temptations, and. 
inveigh upon all occaſions againſt this life 


on account of its vanities. Theſe, if well 


attended to, would perhaps put us on our 


guard againſt fin; and, upon enquiry, it 


w1ll be Found that the great and general 


cauſe of all iniquity, is a ſtupid liſtleſſneſs, 
or want of conſideration ; which, like ſome 


vaſt weight, oppreſſes the more generous 


efforts of the ſoul, and bears all ſilently 
down before it, unleſs checked by 5 


powerful hand of affliction. 


+ Heb. xii. 11. 


Tis with the 


a 2 : 
o 2} r T / ( A Ee vs 


* 8 . 4 
i nite SO OT Og Fe ug I e r 1 
— * 3 S — 5 8 1 I gene © Res Ae 15 5 
75 - Dr „ ns 2 Yo de ES 
P V 
* me 933 FS: 3 


 HISCOUBSE:K. wy 
I ſincerely pity the man who never taſted 
of adverſe fate; and were 1 capable of 


wiſhing evil to any perſon, I could not 
wiſh a greater to my greateſt foe, than a 
long and uninterrupted courſe of proſperi- 


ty. A flattering calm portends a gathering 


ſtorm; and when the ſtream glides ſmooth, 
deep and ſilent on, we juſtly ſuſpect that 
the ſea or ſome declivity is near, and that 
it is ſoon to be loſt in the vaſt ocean, or to 


tumble down ſome dreadful fall or craggy 


: Px ecipice. 


Such appears his ſtate to be, who never 
knew an adverſe hour, nor took time to 
conſider whence he came, where he 1s, or 
whither bound. There is room to be ap- 
prehenſive leſt, being drunk with proſpe- 
rity, he ſhould ſwim ſmoothly from joy 
to joy along life's ſhort current, till down 


he drops, thro' the pit of death, into the 


vaſt ocean of eternity! If we loved ſuch a 


one, what more charitable with could we 
indulge towards him, than that the chaſten- 


ing hand of heaven might fall heavy 
upon him, arreſt him in his thoughtleſs 
career, and teach him to pauſe, ponder 


and weigh the moment — the eternal mo- 
ment — of the things that belong to his 


a peace, 


14 DISCOURSE I. 
peace, before they are for ever hid from 
his eyes?” 
Tuar there ſhould be any 1 en- 
dued with reaſon and underſtanding, who 
never found leiſure in this world to re- 
flect for what end they were ſent into it, 
would ſeem incredible if experience did 
not aſſure us of it. There are really ſo 
many affecting incidents in life (undoubt- 
edly intended to awaken reflection) that 
their hearts muſt be petrified indeed, one 
would think, and harder than adamant, 
or the nether milſtone, who can, live in 
this world without being ſometimes affect- 
ed, if not with their own, at leaſt with 5 
the human, lot. 8 
I ops it is far from being my cha- 
racter that I am of a gloomy temper, . or 
delight to dwell unſeaſonably on the 
dark fide of things. Our cup here is bit- 
ter enough, and misfortunes too thick, 
for any one who loves his ſpecies to ſeek 
to embitter the draught, by evils of his 
own creation. But there 1s a time for all 
things; and, on ſome occaſions, not to 
feel, ſympathize and mourn, would argue 
the molt ſavage 1 nature, 


THis 


F ORE, Wes Tn 


DISCOURSE IL 16 
Tuts day every thing that comes from 


me will be tinctured with melancholy. 


It is, however, a virtuous melancholy; and 


therefore, if publickly indulged, I hope 1 it 
may be thought excuſable. 


You know it 1s natural for thoſe, who. 


are ſincerely afflicted, to believe that every 


perſon is obliged to ſympathize with them, 


and attend patiently to the ſtory of their 
woe. But whether this be your preſent 
diſpoſition or not, I ſhall fay nothing, 
which you are not as much concerned to 


receive deeply into your hearts, as I am to 
pour it from mine. | 

Taz GENERAL DocTRINE which I would 
enforce from the text ( previous to my in- 
tended application of it) is, that a conſtant 
feaſt was never deſigned for us here, and 


that it is the good will of our Father that 


we ſhould be frequently rouſed by what 


happens zo us and around us, to remember 
him, the great fountain of our being ; and 
to cheriſh that ſerious reflection and re- 


ligious forrow, which may lead us to e- 
ternal joy. | 

THAT we ſhould obſerve ſuch a con- 
duct appears highly reaſonable in itſelf, 


For, next to the immediate praiſes of our 


great Creator, there is not an exerciſe that 
3 ET . tends 


F s E I 
tends more to improve and ennoble the 
ſoul, than frequently to caſt an eye upon 
human life, and expatiate on the various 
ſcene, till we lead on the ſoft power of 
religious melancholy, and feel the virtuous 
purpoſe gently riſing in our ſympathiſing 
breaſts, thrilling thro' our inmoſt frame, 
and ſtarting 1 into the ſocial eye in generous | 
tears. 
Ir would be ain your underſtand- 
ing to ſuppoſe that you think the melan- 
choly here recommended, m any manner 
related to that gloomy deſpondency into 
which ſome people fall. No; my beloved 
brethren : It is that viriuous reflection, bi- 
loſophic penſtveneſi, and religious tenderneſs 
of ſoul, which ſo well ſuit the honour 
of our nature, and our ſituation in 
life. And much to be pitied, is that man 
who thinks ſuch a temper unbecoming his 
dignity, and whoſe proud ſoul pretends 
never to be caſt down from the lofty throne 
of /torc inſenſibility. | 
SUCH a one, in the ſunſhine of f proſ- 
perity, may arrogantly boaſt that nothing 
can move him; and while the world goes 
well with him, he may remain blind to 
his error. But let heaven ſtrip him of 
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his gaudy plumes, and throw him back 
naked into that world, where he had fix- 
ed his heart, he will find to his coſt that, 

tho' he never had the virtue to be caſt down 
and feel for others, yet he will have the 
weakneſs to be caſt down and become the 
moſt abject deſpondent thing alive for 
himſelf. 
Wuen his tranſient ere are thus fed, 
his haughty looks will be humbled. He 
will begin to contemn his paſt folly, and 


- enter deeply into his own boſom. He will 
no more rely on the ſmiles of fortune, or 


the flatteries of men; but will acknow- 
ledge, from dear-bought experience, that, 
in this life, there is no ſure refuge but 


God, nothing permanent but virtue, and 


nothing great but an humble heart, and 
deep ſenſe of the ſtate of our mortality 
here. 


(which 1s perhaps a laſt means) the all 
gracious governor of the world, ſtill 
watchful to turn every event to the good 
of his creatures, without violating their 
moral liberty, has many other ways of 
leading them to the remembrance of him, 
Whether we look within or around us, 
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we ſhall find enough in the proſpect to 
humble our ſouls, and to convince us that, 
not truſting to any thing in a world where 
all enjoyments are flecting, we ſhall then 
only be ſafe in it, when we have put on 
the breaſt- plate of Righteouſneſs, and arm- 
ed ourſelves with the ſword of the ſpirit*.” 

« Few and evil are the days of our 
pilgrimage here +.” God never intended 
this world as a laſting habitation for us; 
and, on a juſt eſtimate of things, evil 
will be found ſo continually blended with 
good, that we cannot reaſonably ſet our 
affections much upon it. Wailing, weak 
and defenceleſs, we are uſhered into it. 
Our youth is a ſcene of folly and danger; 
our manhood of care, toil and diſappoint- 
ment. Our old age, if haply we reach 

old age, is a ſecond childhood.  Withered, 
weak and bowed beneath our infirmities, 
we become, as it were, a living hoſpital 
of woes; a burden to ourſelves, and mes 
haps a nuſance to others, 

Tr1s | is the common ſtate. of our Be- 
ing. But beſides all this, the number of 
evils in each of theſe ſtages is greatly en- 
creaſed, partly by our own miſconduct; 

* Galat, vi. 14, &c. 1 Gen. xk. 9. 
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and partly by our neceſſary connexions 
with others. For the equitable judgments 


of God are often general. All things come 
alike to all men; and there is but one event 
to the righteous and to the wicked +?” 
Moreover, many of thoſe evils are of ſuch 
a nature, that no prudence of ours can 
either foreſee or prevent them. All the 
ſtages of life neceſſarily ſubject us to pains 
and diſeaſes of body, and many of them 
to the acuter pains of an anxious mind. 
UPon the whole, we may pronounce 
from the higheſt authority, that © our life 


is but a vapour, which is ſeen a little 
while, and then vaniſheth away, as a tale 
that is told and remembered no more; or 
as a wind that paſſes over and cometh not 


again.“ 
Tk ͤ man muſt be eee indeed. 


who is not humbled with theſe reflections. 


But ſuppoſe his own life ſhould paſs over 
as happily as poſſible, and he ſhould feel 


but few of theſe evils himſelf; yet, un- 


leſs he ſhuts his eyes and his ears from the 
world around him, he muſt ſtill find ſome- 


thing in it, which ought to move the 


+ 2 Eccles. ix. 2. | 
* 1 tender 


1 
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tender heart to religious ſorrow and Re- | 


membrance of God. 


Ou bleſſed Saviour himſelf, tho' more 


than human, and conſcious of no per- 
ſonal ill, caſt his eye upon Jeruſalem and 
wept over it, on account of its impending 
fate. Juſt ſo, if we caſt an eye upon 
the world, we ſhall drop a tear over it, on 
account of the unavoidable misfort unes that 
prevail in it. 


Dor we often ſee tyranny ſucceſsful, 


ruthleſs oppreſſion and perſecution ravag- 
ing the globe, the beſt of men made ſlaves 


to the worſt, and the lovely image of the 
Deity ſpurn'd, diſhonor'd, disfigur'd ! How 
many men, of genuine worth, are caſt 


out by fortune to mourn in ſolitary places, 
_ unſeen, unpitied ; while wickedneſs riots in 


the face of day, or pampers in lordly 
palaces! How many pine in the confine- 
ment of dungeons ; or are chain'd down, for 


offences not their own, to the gallies for 


life! How many bleed beneath the ſword, 

and bite the. ground in all the ſad variety of 
anguiſh, to ſate the cruel ambition of 
contending maſters! How many are de- 
prived of their eſtates, and diſappointed 
in their moſt ſanguine rpectations, by the 
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| malice of ſecret and open enemies, or, 
which is far more piercing, the treachery 


of pretended friends! How many boil 


with all the tortures of a guilty mind, 


and the bittereſt remorſe for irreparable 
injuries! How many purſue each other 
with the moſt implacable malice and re- 


ſentment ! How many bring the acuteſt 


miſery upon themſelves by their own in- 
temperance ! How many condemn their 
Souls to a kind of hell, even in their own 
bodies, by an unhappy temper, and the 
violent commotions of diforder'd blood! 


How many are completely wretched in their 


families, and conſtantly gall'd by the un- 


> avoidable misfortunes of their deareſt 
friends! 


Ox one ſide the diſtreſs of the Needy, 
the injuries of the oppreſſed, the cries of 


the widow and orphan, pierce our ears. On 
the other, we hear the Voice of Lamenta- 


tion and Mourning ; our friends and neigh- 
bours weeping for dear relations ſuddenly 
ſnatch'd away, and * Refuſing to be com- 
forted becauſe they are not.” Here one's 


Heart is torn aſunder by having a be- 


loved wife or child ſnatch'd from his ſide | 
There another bewails the loſs of an af- 
E423 © fectionate 


22 DISCOURSE I. 
fectionate parent or brother! Here ſturdy 


manhood drops inſtantly beneath the ſud- 
den ſtroke ! There Blooming Youth---Ah! 
my bleeding heart, wring me not thus with 
ſtreaming anguiſh---there Blooming Youth 
falls a premature victim toa doom ſeemingly 


tod ſevere] Beneath the cold hand of death, 
the roſes are blaſted; reſtleſs agility and 


vigour are become the tameſt things; and 


beauty, elegance and ſtrength, one A 
lump f . 6 

SURELY, if we would think on theſe, 
and ſuch things, which ought not to be the 
leſs ſtriking for being common, and which 
render this life a ſcene of ſuffering, a 
valley of tears, we could not ſet our 


W 1 


A 


hearts much upon it, but ſhould be arre.- 


ted even in the mid- career of vice, and 
trembling learn to weigh the moment of 
things, and ſecure * the one thing needful.“ 
All the tender paſſions would be awaken'd 


in our boſoms. Our ſympathizing ſouls 


would be caſt down within us, and alarm'd 
at their own danger, would fly round from 
ſtay to ſtay, calling inceſſantly for help, 
till they could find a ſure and never-failing 


refuge. 
Bur 
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Bur where is this never - failing refuge 
to be found? It becomes me now to point 


out ſome ever-flowing ſpring of comfort, 
ſome eternal rock of ſalvation, for the 


ſoul, after having thus muſter'd up ſuch 
a baleful catalogue of certain miſeries; to 


alarm and humble her. 


Now, - bleſſed be the lord, this refuge 
is pointed out in the Text, In ſuch cir- 


cumſtances, we ſhall never find reſt, but 


in reſolving with holy David O my 


God my ſoul is caſt down within me, 
therefore will 1 Remember thee.” | 


W1THwourT remembring that there is a 
God, that overrules all events, what hope 


or comfort could we have, when we re- 
flect on all the aforeſaid common miſe- 
ries of life, and many more that might 
be named? Did we, with the Atheiſt, be- 
| heve them to ſpring up from the duſt, or 
to be the blind effects of unintelligible 


chance, and of undirected matter and 
motion, what a poor condition ſhould we 


think ourſelves in here? Would not all 


appear as * a land of darkneſs, as dark- 
neſs itſelf, under the ſhadow of death, 
without any Order, where the licht is as 


darkneſs* Lo | 
* Job. X. 22. 
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' SvRELY we could not wiſh to live in this 
world, upon ſuch a precarious footing as 


this. And yet we ſhould not know whi- 


ther to fly from it, unleſs into the darker 
ſtate of dreary annihilation, at the 
thoughts of which the aſtoniſhed ſoul | 


ſhudders and recoils. Upon ſuch a ſcheme, 
all our hopes would be thin as the ſpider's 
web, and lighter than chaff that is diſ- 


perſed thro' the air. Our Adverſity would 
hurry us into the moſt invincible deſpair, 


and our Proſperity would be as a bubble 


| burſting at every breath. Philoſophy would 
be a dream, and our boaſted. Fortitude | 


meer unmeaning rant. 


BuT on the other Hand, if, 9 our 
ſouls are caſt down withing us, we will re- 


member that there is a God,” whoſe great 
- view in creating was to make us happy, whoſe 
"Men in afflicting is to reclaim us, and 
who governs the world by his providence 
only to conduct all to the greateſt general 
good---then, and not till then, we ſhall 
have ſure footing. We ſhall neither raiſe 
our hopes too high, nor ſink them too 
low. If fortune is kind, we ſhall enjoy 
her ſmiles without forgetting the hand 
that guides ber. If ſhe frowns, we ſhall 


feel 
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i feel our, woes as Men, but ſhall nobly 


bear them as Chriſtians. For if we are 
really Chriſtians, our holy religion teaches 
us that this Scene of things 1s but a very 
ſmall part of the mighty Scheme of hea- 
ven; that our preſent life is only the dim 


_ dawn of our exiſtence; that we ſhall ſhort- 
ly put off this load of infirmities, and be 
tranſlated to a ſtate, where every tear 


ſhall be wip'd from our eyes, and where 


there ſhall be no more death, nor ſorrow, 
nor crying, nor pain, becauſe the former 
things are paſſed away “.“ 


Ir we are thus intimately convinced that 


_unerrring Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs, 


hold the reins of the univerſe, and are at 


peace in our own conſciences, the ſtorm of 


the world may beat againſt us; but, tho it 


may ſhake, it can never overthrow us. 


« ALTHOUGH the fig- tree ſhall not bloſ- 


ſom, neither ſhall fruit be on the vines; 


tho' the labor of the olive ſhall fail, and 
the fields ſhall yield no meat ; tho' the flock 


ſhall be cut off from the fold, and there 


ſhall be no herd in the ſtall; yet will we 


rejoice in the Lord, and we will joy in the 


God of our falvation+.” Although miſ- 


7 fortunes 
* Rev xxi. 4. + * iii. 17, 18. 
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fortunes ſhould beſiege us round and round; J 
tho woes ſhould cluſter upon woes, tread- 


ing on the heels of each other in black 


ſucceſſion, yet when we Remember God, and 


fly to him as our refuge, we ſhall ſtand 


collected and unſhaken, as the towering 


mountains, amid the general ſtorm. Fa 


WIT A our eye thus fixt upon heaven, 


truſting in the mercies of our Redeemer, and 


animated by the Goſpel-promiſes,” we ſhall _ 
urge our glorious courſe alohg the tract of 


virtue, bravely withſtanding the billows of 
adverſity on either fide, and triumphing in 
every diſpenſation of providence. Tho 


death ſhould ſtalk around us in all his grim 


terrors; tho' famine, peſtilence and fell 


war ſhould tear our beſt friends from our 
fide; tho the laſt trumpet ſhould ſound 
from pole to pole, and the whole world 


ſhould tremble to its Center; tho' we 


ſhould ſee the heavens opened, our Judge 


coming forth with thouſands and ten 
thouſands, his eyes flaming fire, the plane- 


tary heavens and this our earth wrapt up 
in one general conflagration ; tho' we ſhould = 


hear the groans of an expiring world, and 
behold nature tumbling into univerſal ruin 
yet then, even then, we might look up with 


joy 
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'Y joy, and think ourſelves ſecure. Our holy 


religion tell us, that this now -glorify'd 


Judge was once our humbled Redeemer; 


that he has been our never-failing friend. 


and can ſhield us in the hollow of his 
hand. The ſame religon alſo aſſures us, 


that virkue is the peculiar care of that Be- 
ing, at whoſe footſtool all nature hangs; 
and that, far from dying or receiving injury 
amid the flux of things, the fair plant, 
under his wiſe government, ſhall ſurvive 


the laſt gaſp of time, and bloom on thro: 


eternal ages ! | 
AN PD now, my reſpected Sita I 


: think it is evident that if we ſearch all na- 
ture thro', we ſhall find no ſure refuge but 
in keeping a clear Conſcience, and remember 
ing God. If we conſtantly exert ourſelves 


to do our duty, and remember that there 
is an all perfect Being at the head of af- 


make us in any degree happy. 

IF, therefore, it is one great deſign of all 
affliction, to bring us to ſuch a Remem- 
brance, and make us examine into the ſtate 


of our own ſouls, I think I may be per- 


2 —- mitted 


eo 


fairs, the worſt that can happen to us can 
s -never make us altogether miſerable ; and, 
Without this, the beſt things could never 


* 
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mitted to beſeech you, by your hopes 
of immortal glory and happineſs, not to 

be blind and deaf to the repeated warn- 

ings given you by your kind Parent Gd. 
Tho the afflictions do not happen immediu?- 
ately To you, they happen For you. And 
tho all ſeems well at preſent, whick of you 
knows how ſoon the lord may viſit you in 
his fierce anger? Which of you, young 
or old, can ſay your ſouls will not next, 
perhaps this very night, be required of 
you? And think, O think, if you have 


never been led to remember God, by the re- 


peated warnings given you in this world, 
How unfit a time it will be to remember 
him when you are juſt ſtepping into the 
next; when (as you have ſeen in the caſe 
of many younger and ſtronger than moſt 
of you,) you ſhall be ſtruck ſenſeleſs on a 
death- bed at once, and know not the fa- 
ther that beagt you, nor are conſcious of 
the tears of her that gave you ſuck ?. | 

Ir you can but think on theſe things, 
the vanity of this world, and the eternity 
of the next; if you can but think on the 
value of thoſe ſouls, for which a God incar- 
nate died, and ſealed a covenant of grace 
with his blood, into wich you have ſo- 

| lemnly 
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lemnly ſworn yourſelves; ſurely you will 
| ſtop your ears againſt the allurements of the 
Fleſh, and the Voice of the Charmer, 


charm he ever ſo wiſely.” It may eaſily be 
gathered from what has been ſaid, that this 
life has no continuance of unmixt pleaſure for 


us, and that what alone can alleviate its Evils, 


or make its Goods give us any ſubſtantial 
joy, is a frequent reflection on the preſent 
ſtate of things, and the drawing near to 


God, in holy Remembrance of his adorable 


attributes, and our own abſolute depen- 
dence on him. 


Behold then once more this very God % 
himſelf invites you to draw near to 2 | 


and commemorate him at his holy table* 


Let him not, therefore, invite you in vain, 
Do not ſhamefully renounce your moſt ex- 
alted privilege, and wilfully cut yourſelves 


off from the ſociety of God's univerſal Church. 


You all know what is required to make © 


you meet partakers of this holy commu. 


nion. It is a ſtedfaſt faith in the Goſp el- 


promiſes and the mercies of God; a — 


Repentance for paſt offences; an unfeign- 


ed purpoſe of future Amendment, and an 


* Preached on a Sacrament Day. 
=, unbounded 
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unbounded Charity and Benignity of Heart 
towards all your fellow-mortals, however 
ſeemingly different in ſentiment and per- 
ſuaſion. 

If you have theſe e either be- 
ns gun now, or continued down to this day, 
j from ſome earlier period of your lives, you 
need not fear, in all humility, to —_— = 
© this holy communion. = 
=.” Up, eſcape for thy life; look not be- 4 
| - hind thee; ſtay not in all the plain; fly to 

the mountain, left thou be conſumed ;” _ 
woas the alarm rung in the ears of Lot by = 
” his good angels? Even fo, permit me, in 

the ſincerity of my heart, to alarm and 
exhort you. Up! fly for your lives to the | 
mountain of your God. Let not your fouls 
find any reſt in all the plain of this life, 
till you have fixed on the everlaſting rock ©? 
5 of your ſalvation, and ſecured your intereſt 
in God, through Chriſt. Let no excuſes de- 
tain e "or —_ while the danger is at 

hand. 5 
I hope you will e my war aith- on 
this occaſion. I wiſh I had no ground for 
it. But the ſhafts of death fly thick around 
us. You cannot but miſs many whom you 


i 5 
of 
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|  faw here a few Sabbaths ago; and ſome of 
[ them 
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them younger and ſtronger than moſt of 
you, particularly that dear Youth, whoſe 
ſudden and much lamented death has 
forced this train of reflection from me. 

Such a diſpenſation ought to give par- 
= ticular warning to all; but to you more e- 
ſpecially his dear companions and ſchool- 
= mates, I would apply myſelt ; not doubting 

but the Moral of his death will be accept- 
able to. you, however unfavourably grave 
and ſerious ſubjects are generally received 
by perſons of your years. 

From the example before you, let me in- 
treat you to be convinced that you hold 
your lives on a very precarious tenure, and 
that no period of your age 1s exempted from 
the common lot of mortality, But a few _ 
days ago, the deceaſed bore a part in all 
your ſtudies and diverſions, and enjoyed a 
{hare of health, ſtrength and ſpirits infe- 


rior to none here. You all knew and lov- ® 


ed him, and I beheld many of you be- 
dewing his grave with becoming tears, 
Oh then! let it be your care ſo to behave / 
yourſelves, that, at whatever period you 
may be called, from thence, you may fall 
equally: b beloved, and equally lamented. 
| Indeed 
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Indeed, if any external circumſtances 
could have arreſted the inexorable hand of 
Death ; if any thing that nature could give, 
or a liberal education beſtow, could have 
ſaved ſuch a riſing hope of his country; 
fate, very late, had he received the fata! 
blow! He bid fair to have been the longeſt 
Liver among us, and my eyes would have 
been for ever cloſed, before any one had 
dropt that tear to his memory, which is 
now forced from them. But the diſeaſe | 
was of the moſt obſtinate kind. All the 


power of medicine, and all the love we 


| bore to him, could not gain one ſupernu- 
merary gaſp. He fell in his Bloom of 
youth; and, as I long loved, ſo I muſt 
long remember him, with pious regard. 
To the will of heaven, however, mine 
ſhall ever be reſigned. *<© Shall we receive 
good at the hand of God, and ſhall we 
not receive evil alſo? The Lord giveth and 
the Lord taketh away, bleſſed be the name of 
the Lord?“ I ſincerely believe that my dear 
pupil, your deceaſed ſchool-mate, is now in 
a far better ſtate than this. He has happi- 
1 eſcaped from a world of troubles. He |} 
has but juſt gone a little before us, and 
er. never could have gone more be- 
| * 


DISCOURSE I. 33 


loved, more lamented, or more Prepared 
for an inheritance in glory. | 

Wu ſtronger proofs of affection could 
| any one receive than he did? Tho” at a 
diſtance from his immediate connexions, 
ſtrangers tended his ſick-bed with paternal 
care. Strangers cloſed his eyes, while their 
own trickled down with ſorrow. Strangers 
followed him to the grave in mournful 
fence; and, when his duſt was commut- 
ted to duſt, ſtran gers paid the laſt tribu- 
tary drop ! 

Yer, after all, to have a ſon ſo loved and 
ſo honoured, even by ſtrangers, and to be 
ſurprized with the news of his death before 
they heard of his ſickneſs, muſt be a ſe- 
vere blow to the diſtant parents— 
Bor, Oh my heart! why did this 
thought occur? Again my Affections ſtrug- 
Z gle with Reaſon—again Nature, wilt thou 
be Conqueror—l can add no more——TI 
have now done the laſt duty of love— 


let filent tears and grief unutterable ſpeak 
the reſt ! 


4H Y 7 M N, compriſing the chief 
Heads of the foregoing Diſcourſe z 
intended to have been ſung after it. 


, ; 

(34) = : 
| 

| 


ATH ER of all ! ſtall wiſe and good, : 

Whether thou giv'ſt or tak ſt away; 7 

Before thy throne devoutly bow'd, 8 
We hail thy providential ſway ! 


Save us from fortune's hollow ſmile, 
That lures the guardleſs ſoul to reſt ; 
A round of pleaſure is but toil, 
And who could bear a conſtant feaſt ? 


SOMETIMES thy chaſt ning hand employ, 
Gently to rouſe us, not to pain! 
sometimes let ſorrow prove our joy, 
And ſcatter folly's noiſy train 


OFT let us drop a penſive tear, 
Oeer this much-ſuilering ſcene of man; 
Acute to feel what others bear, 

And wyſe our own defects to ſcan. 


Tzacu us, while woes and deaths are 
To think on thee, and weigh our duſt ; ( nigh, ; 
Well may we mark the Hours that fly, 
And ſtill find leiſure to be 7%. 
The learned reader need not be told that the au- 


thor here had Mr. Grey's beautiful Hymn to Adyerſity 
before him. 
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An earneſt Exhortation to Religion, 


Brotherly Love and public Spirit, 
in the preſent dangerous State of 


Affairs. 


25 PREACH? D IN 


22 Church, PuiLaDBLPHIA; 


ON THE 


3 Anniv . of st. John the Bapef 


+ 245 1755. 
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Few Paſſages in the former Editions of this 
Diſcourſe, that related merely to the So- 
ciety at whoſe Deſire it was delivered, are now 
entirely left out, as having no immediate Con- 
nexion with the main Subject, or the deſign of 
the — Publication. 


1 


f 


1 PETER 11. 17. 


Leue the Brotherhood ; fear God ; Honor 
the King. 


T O contain rules of conduct levelled 1 
Ito every capacity, and fitted to the 
circumſtances of men, in all their various 
relations, is an excellence peculiar only to 
God's holy word. In the text, and verſes 
preceding, the apoſtle has the follownig 
Noble exhortation— 
„ WareREFORE, ſays he, laying aſide all 
malice, and all guile, and Hypocriſies, 
and envies, and all evil ſpeakings; be ye 
as living Stones, built up a ſpiritual houſe; 
free but not uſing your Liberty as a cloak 
of maliciouſneſs. Love the Brotherhood ; 
fear God; honor the King *. Es 
Tris Exhortation ſo exactly ſuits our 
preſent purpoſe, that it contains thoſe very 
principles on which this ſociety pro- 
feſſes itſelf to have been founded, time 
immemorial. And certain it is, that if 


Ver. 1, 5, 16, F7. | 
"#4 none 


oe s E ll. 
none be ever accepted into it, but thoſe 
who have baniſhed thoſe evil paſſions, 
mentioned above; then may it truly be de- 
nominated a ſpiritual Houſe, built up with 
living Stones, hewen out of the rock which 
is Chriſt, and adorned with Jewels of in- 
eſtimable price. All its members ſhall 
then be free indeed; for they ſhall be free. 
from the dominion of turbulent paſſions, 
and utter enemies to all ſorts of Slavery. 
Liberty of every ſpecies, Moral, Religi- 
_ ous and Civil, they will purſue as the firſt 
of bleſſings ; but they will not make this 
purſuit a Chak of Maliciouſneſs, either to 
injure their Neighbours, or to diſtreſs law- 
ful Government. On the contrary, they 
will love the Brotherhood; rv God; and 
honor the King. 

Bur farther, theſe words, as was hint- 
ed of God's holy word in general, equal- 
ly concern men of all denominations. 
And this, I confeſs, was no ſmall induce- 
ment to my choice of them. I conſider 
this as a very mixt aſſembly, and have there- 
fore ſelected a ſubject which alike intereſts 
us all, as Men and as Chriſtians. 

In things of inferior moment, I doubt 
not, our Sentiments may differ; but in 


thoſe 
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thoſe principles which are the foundation 


of the text, 'tis to be hoped we all agree, 
namely in believing—That there is one 


God, the ſupreme Lord of the Univerſe; 
that the whole ſpecies are one Brother- 


hood, being one fleſh, and the work 
of his hand; and that we were de- 


s ſigned for ſocial life, being by nature both 


fitted and diſpoſed to encreaſe each o- 
ther's happineſs, and incapable of any 
tolerable happineſs in a ſolitary ſtate. 
Theſe principles partly conſtitute a kind 
of univerſal Religion, of eternal and im- 
mutable obligation; and whatever Aſſocia- 
tions we may form for particular purpoſes, 


the great end propoſed upon the whole, 
ſhould be to enable us the more effectually 


to act in conformity to this obligation, 
which no power on earth can releaſe us from. 
As long, therefore, as we believe theſe 


principles and we cannot help believing 
them as long as we continue to be conſti- 


tuted as we are —it muſt, at all times, 
and in all circumſtances, be our indiſ- 
penſable duty, to love this Brotherhood 
who are our own Fleſh ; to fear this God 
who made us for ſocial happineſs ; and to 
honor thoſe who, in a more eminent man- 
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ner, concur with the benevolent purpoſes 
of Heaven, to promote the good of the 
Social ſyſtem. 

As a Goſpel-miniſter, W ſin- 
cerely perſuaded of thoſe ſacred truths I 
am bound to preach, it gives me inexpreſ- 
ſible pleaſure to think, that at the ſame. 
time that I am called to exhort you to a 
ſtrict remembrance of your fundamental 
principles, J ſhall be exhorting every 
Chriſtian to a zealous obſervance of the 
great duties of our holy profeſſion. I 
ſhall be endeavouring to render Gop more 
feared and more adored, and mankind: 
more happy and more in love with ons 
another. And conſequently, I ſhall have 
the honor of being, in ſome degree, ſer- 
viceable in that glorious cauſe, for which 


the prophets propheſied ; for which the 


Lord Jeſus deſcended from Heaven; for 
which he toiled ; for which he bled ! 
Having thus ſaid what ſeemed neceſſary 
by way of introduction, and having eſta- 
bliſhed the duties commanded in the text, 
by a brief, and I hope clear, deduction of 
them from firſt principles; I ſhall add ſome 
conſiderations to enforce the practice of 
them, taking them Ai in their order. 
| "© IRST, 
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FigsT, we are to love the Brotherhood. 


This fundamental precept has been ſo of- 


ten recommended as the firmeſt link in the 
golden chain of all ſocieties, that ſcarce 
any thing remains to be added upon it. 
« Change not a faithful brother, fays the 
wiſe man!, for the gold of Ophir. And 
one ſtill wiſer lays ſuch ſtreſs on Brotherly 


Love, that he requires it as the teſt of our 


chriſtianity. © Hereby ſhall all men know 
that ye are my diſciples, if ye have love 


one to another +." 


Tux whole Goſpel breathes the ſpirit of 
love. Its divine author is all love, and his 


true followers muſt be love. Love is the 
happineſs of the ſaints in glory, and love 


only can render the chriſtian life an imi- 


tation of theirs. Few motives, therefore, 
one would think, might ſuffice to enforce 
the practice of ſuch a godlike virtue. 


Wurd we calmly conſider whence we 
came, and what we are; when we find 
that the fame goodneſs called us forth 
from duſt < to bear our brow aloft,” and 
glory in rational exiſtence; and when we 
reflect that we depend on the ſame pater- 
nal kindneſs for all we have, and all we 

# Eccleſe vii. 18. + Jobn xiii. 3 5. 
| „ hope 
_ 
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hope to have, and that we are connected 
by the ſame wants and the ſame dangers, 
the ſame common ſalvation and the ſame 
chriſtian privileges; one would imagine it 


ſcarce poſſible for our hearts to be un- 


affected towards each other! But when we 
enquire farther what is our deſtination, 


and whither we are going; when we ex 
tend the proſpect beyond the grave, ana 


ſtretch it down 'thro' vaſt eternity; how 
greatly does it endear the tie ? 


OvuR hearts would venerate thoſe who 
were to be the faithful companions of our 


good and bad fortune thro' ſome ſtrange 


country; and ſhall not our very ſouls burn 
within us towards the whole human race 
who, as well as we, are to paſs thro' all 


the untried ſcenes of endleſs being? 


Goop heaven! what a proſpect does 


this thought preſent to us? Eternity all 
before us! how great, how important does 


man appear ! how little and how trifling 
the ordinary cauſes of contention ! Party 


differences, and the vulgar diſtinctions be- 
tween ſmall and great, noble and igno- 
ble, are here entirely loſt ; or, if they are 


ſeen, they : are ſeen but as feathers dancing 
on 
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on the mighty ocean, utterly incapable to 
toſs it into tumult. 85 

Ix this grand view, we forget to enquire 
whether a man is of this or that denomi- 
nation! We forget to enquire whether he 
is rich or poor, learned or unlearned ] 
Theſe are but trivial conſiderations ; an 
to entitle him to our love, 'tis enough. that 
he wears the human form! *Tis enough 
that he is our fellow-traveller thro' this 
valley of tears! And ſurely tis more than 

enough, that when the whole world ſhall. 
tumble from its place, and the heavens 
be rolled together as a ſcroll,” he is to 
ſtand the laſt ſhock with us; to launch 
out into the ſhoreleſs ocean beyond; to 
ſhare the fortunes of the endleſs voyage, 
and, for what we know, to be our inſe- 
parable companion thro' thoſe regions, over 


which clouds and darkneſs hang, and from 


whoſe confines no traveller has returned 
with tidings! _ 
AnGTHER motive to Brotherly Love is 
its tendency to ſoften and improve the 
temper, When a reigning Humanity has 
| ſhed its divine influences on our hearts, 
and impregnated them with every good 
diſpoſition, we ſhall be all harmony with- 
5 in, 


* 
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in, and kindly affected towards every chiny 


around us. Charity, in all its golden 


branches, ſhall illuminate our ſouls, and 
baniſh every dark and illiberal ſentiment. 


We ſhall be open to the fair impreſſions of 


Beauty, Order and Goodneſs ; and ſhall 


We ſhall rejoice in the divine adminiſtra- 


tion; and imitate it by diffuſing the moſt 


extenſive happineſs in our power. Such a 
heavenly temper will give us the inexpreſ- 


ſible meltings of Joy at ſeeing others joy- 
ful. It will lead us down into the houſe 


of mourning to ſurpriſe the lonely hearts | 


with unexpected kindneſs; to bid the 


cheerleſs widow ſing for gladneſs, and to 
call forth modeſt merit from its obſcure , 


retreats. 


To act thus is the delight of Gov, and | 
muſt be the higheſt honour and moſt ex- 


alted enjoyment of Man. It yields a ſatiſ- 


faction which neither time, nor chance, 


nor any thing beſides, can rob us of ; a 
ſatisfaction which will accompany us thro' 
life, and at our death will not forſake us, 


For then we ſhall have the well-grounded 


hopes of receiving that mercy: which we 
have ſhewn to others. 


ſtrive to tranſcribe them into our own breaſts. | 
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TAE laſt motive to Brotherly Love, 


1 which I ſhall mention, is its being the joint 
command of him who made, and him 
who redeemed, us. Seeing, therefore, a 
man can neither be * profitable to his Crea- 
tor,“ nor make any immediate return for 


Redeeming Love, all that we ean do for 


| ſuch unſpeakable kindneſs, 1s to honor the 


1 divine will, and co-operate with it in pro- 
moting the glorious ſcheme of human feli- 
city. To be inſenſible to thoſe emanations 


of goodneſs to which we are ſo wonder- 
fully indebted, or not to be charmed to the 
imitation of it, would argue the total ab- 
ſence of every thing noble or ingenuous in 
our nature, 
As long therefore as the Almighty Source 
of all Love continues to beam down his 


Love, in ſuch exuberance, upon us; let 


us, like ſo many burning and ſhining lu- 
minaries, in a pure unclouded ſky, reflect 5 
it back upon each other, mingling flame 


with flame, and blaze with blaze! 


SECONDLY, we are exhorted to fear 
Gop; by which is generally underſtood the 
whole of our duties towards him. Having 
already pointed out the foundation of theſe 
duties, I ſhall juſt obſerve farther, that if 

| the 
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the Fear of God was ſet aſide, it would be 

impoſſible to form any ſcheme either of 

private or public happineſs. 
Wir regard to individuals, where ſhall 


they find conſolation under the various 


preſſures of life, if they look for no Goo 
to reſt upon? Whither ſhall they wander 
in ſearch of happineſs, if, in all the uni- 


verſe, they know not an object adequate 


to their moſt generous and elevated affec- 


tions? How ſhall they fill up the mighty 
void within, if thoſe ever- active powers of 


the ſoul, which are ſoon cloyed with the 


things of this diurnal ſcene, and ſtill han- 


kering after the Great, the Fair, and the 
Wonderful in objects, do not center in him 


who is the Firſt Great, the Firſt Fair, and 


the Firſt Wonderful; in the contemplation 
of whom the mind may dwell, with 
aſtoniſhment and 3 thro an unfail- 


ing duration! 


WIE regard to the Public, the magi- 
ſtrate may fright vice into a corner, and 
ſecure the Being of ſocieties; but their 


Well-being depends entirely on the uni ver- 


ſal practice of thoſe ſilent virtues, which 


fall not under the ſanction of human laws. 


_— * the Fear of God, and religi- 
ous 
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ous ſanctions, can take cognizance of the 
heart, and make us © ſubject for conſcience 
ſake.” Nothing elſe can ſecure the prac- 
tice of private veracity, fidelity, mutual 
truſt, gratitude, and all the deep-telt offices 
of humanity, which are the main ſources 
of public happineſs. 

Ir appears, then, to uſe the words of an 
ingenious divine, that in order to ſecure 
human happineſs, and make the whole 


chain of duties hold firm and indiſſoluble, 


the firſt link muſt be faſtened to the throne 
of God, the conſummate Standard of per- 
fection, with whom there is no vari- 
ableneſs, nor ſhadow of turning ?” 

' TriRDLY, we are commanded to honor 
the King; that is, all thoſe in general, who 
are lawfully veſted with authority for the 
public good, as appears from the thirteenth 
verſe, © Submit yourſelves, ſays the apo- 


ſtle, to every ordinance of man, for the 


Lord's ſake ; whether it be to the King as 
| ſupreme, or unto Governors as ſent by him, 
for the puniſhment of evil-doers, and the 
praiſe of ſuch as do well” . 
TuIs Duty is founded on the former 
ones. For if we believe that God made 


* SEED on the Fear of God, 
. us 
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us for happineſs, and that our great hap- 
pineſs lies in friendly communion, we muſt 
think ſociety, and whatever is eſſential to 
its ſubſiſtence, of divine Original. Go- 
vernment, therefore, in ſome form or other, 
muſt be the will and appointment of God. 
But government, without honoring and re- 
garding lawfvl governors, is impracticable. 
Hence, whatever the form may be, pro- 
vided it is founded on conſent, and a view 
to public good, the ſubmiſſion of indivi- 
duals muſt be a moſt ſacred duty. 
Nay, tho' wicked men bear ſway, as 
cannot fail ſometimes to happen, yet ftill 
it muſt be a duty to honor them on account 
of their ſtation, becauſe thro' them we 
honor that conſtitution we have choſen to 
live under. This 1s clear from the apoſtle's 
injunction to the Chriſtians, not to moleſt 
the government under which they were 
born, but to honor the King, who was then 
Nero, the moſt cruel of men, and their 
bitter perſecutor. The reaſon is obvious. 
The Chriſtians were but a few, and the 
conſtitution much older than their new 
ſect, as it was then called. To redreſs 
grievances, and reform the ſtate, was the 
buſineſs of the majority, who alone had 
power 
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power to make innovations; and any at- 
tempt in the Chriſtians, however juſt, might 
have been conſtrued into ſedition, and 
would probably have been produdtive of 
more evil than good. 

Bur it would be abſurd to argue from 
_ thence, as ſome have done, that the apoſtle 
meant to enjoin a continued Submiſſion to 
Violence; and that a whole people injured 
might, in no caſe, recognize their trampled 
majeſty. Fri 
Tas doctrine of Non-reſiſtance is now 
| ſufficiently exploded; and may it be for ever 
treated with that ſovereign Contempt, which 
it deſerves among a wiſe and virtuous peo- 
ple. Gop gave us Freedom as our Birth- 
right; and in his own government of the 
world he never violates that Freedom, nor 
can thoſe be his Vicegerents who do. To 
Tay they are, is blaſpheming his holy name, 
and giving the lie to his righteous authority. 
The Love of Mankind, and the Fear of God, 
_ thoſe very principles from which we trace 
the divine original of juſt government, 
would lead us, by all probable means, to 
reſiſt every tyrant to deſtruction, who 
ſhould attempt to enſlave the free-born 
E * 
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| ſoul, and oppoſe the righteous will of God, 
by defeating the happineſs of man | 
T'x1s, however, is to be a laſt reſource ; 
and none but the majority of à whole 
people, both in wiſdom and force, can de- 
termine in what caſes reſiſtance is neceſſary. 
In the Scriptures, theretore, obedience is 
rightly inculcated in general terms. For 
a people may ſometimes imagine grievances 
which they do not feel, but will never miſs to 
feel and complain of them where they real- 
ly are, unleſs their minds have been gra- 
dually prepared for ſlavery by abſurd 
tenets, | 
FROM Mat 2 been ſaid on theſe heads, 
I hope you will readily confeſs—that as 
ſoon might the rude Chaos, or jarring 
atoms of certain philoſophers, have jum- 
bled into the Order of the univerſe, without 
the forming hand of the Almighty Archi- 
tect, as men become fit for ſocial happi- 
neſs without Brotherly-Love, the Fear of 
God, and Regard for juſt Authority. 
SUPFER me now to apply what has 


been ſaid, by earneſtly charging every one 


of this audience to a conſcientious obſer- 
vance of theſe duties; for if there ever 
was a people, in a more peculiar manner, 


called 
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called to obſerve them, we who inhabit 
_ theſe colonies are that people. Being yet 
in our infancy, and ſurrounded with reſt- 


leſs enemies, our ſtrength, our ſucceſs, and 


our future glory, depend upon our truſt 


in God, our love and unanimity among 


ourſelves, and obedience to that authority, 
which is neceſſary to collect our ſcattered 


rays, and pour them, with conſuming for ce, 


upon the heads of our proud foes. 


I 8HALL not, at preſent, ſtay to exhort 
you farther to the firſt of theſe duties; 


Truſt in God. It is the buſineſs of all our 
Preaching; and the government of this 


province appeared of late ſo ſenſible of our 


entire dependence for victory upon the 


Lord of Hoſts, that a day of public humilia- 


tion, to implore his aid and direction, was 
enjoined in terms that might do honor to 
any government. On that occaſion, you 


heard how vain are all the inventions of 
men, when they ſeek not counſel of the 


moſt High. You heard how the Mighty 
have fallen, and how weak their boaſted 


ſtrength has been found, when they did 
not reſt upon the living God. 
WHAT remains then, is to charge you, and 
I. am bound to charge you, to a ſovereign 
bbs: E 2 es 
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regard for your civil Conſtitution, and the 
juſt authority of your King. Without 
this we ſhall be as a body without a head, 
our ſtrength uncollected, and ourſelves an 


eaſy prey to every invader. And ſurely, 
if it be a duty in all caſes for ſubjects to 
honor a king, veſted with legal authority, 
and to ſupport him in defence of that con- 
ſtitution they have choſen to be governed 

by, how much more muſt this be a duty 
to the beſt of kings, and beſt of conſtitu- 
tions! A king who is the father of his 

people, and the firſt friend of liberty! A 
conſtitution which is founded on common 
conſent, common reaſon, and common 
utility; in which the governing powers ſo 
admirably controul, and are controuled by, 
each other, that it has all the advantages 
of all the ſimple forms, with as few of 
their inconveniencies as can be expected 
amidſt the imperfections of Things hu- 
man. a „ 

IN a diſcourſe calculated to render our 
benevolence as diffuſive as light or air, it 
would ill become me to run into invectives, 
even againſt our worſt enemies. But can we 
look round this great globe, and ſee ſuch 
an immenſe majority of our ſpecies crouch- 
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perfidious nation, 
lines, extended from claim to claim along a 
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ing under the galling yoke of a few human 
| monſters; unman'd, ſunk in miſery and 
baſeneſs, their ſpirits broke, and a ſettled 
gloom in their countenances ; can we ſee 
this, and not adore that Liberty which 
exalts human nature, and is productive of 
every moral excellence? Can we mark the 


deſolating progreſs of ſlavery, or behold 
her gigantie approaches even towards our- 
ſelves, and not be alarmed and enflamed ? 
and not feel the * of the Free . 


within us? 


To dream of e eee with a 
y leagues or imaginary 


champaign country, 1s the height of folly. 


So oppoſite our views, fo rooted their ha- 
tred, that unleſs the boundary between us 


be ſuch as nature has fixed, by means of 
impaſſible mountains, ſeas, or lakes, one 


continent cannot hold us, till either one 
ſide or the other ſhall become ſole maſter. 


SHOULD it be our fad lot to fall under 
the dominion of ſuch a haughty foe, fare- 


wel then, a long farewel, to all the happi- 
neſs reſulting from the exerciſe of thoſe 


virtues which J have been recommending, 
E Ei: from 
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from the text, as Tons true ſupport of fo- | 
ciety! 
WIr 1 to Brotherly Love, how, 
alas! in ſuch circumſtances, ſh&uld we 
_ flouriſh, or be happy 1 in the exerciſe of it? 
What love, what joy, or what confidence 
can there be, where there is no communi- 
ty; where the will of one is law; where 
injuſtice and oppreſſion are liberty; where 
to be virtuous is a crime; where to be 
wiſe and honeſt are dangerous qualities ; 
and where miſtruſt, gloom, diſtraction and 
miſery are the tempers of men? 
4s to piety, or the Fear of God, what 
rational exer ciſe of devotion could we pro- 
poſe in a rehgion obtruded upon our con- 
ſciences? A religion that muſt give us 
dark and 015 notions of the 
Deity, by making uſe of his holy name to 
juſtify oppreſſion, and ſanctify unrighte- 
ouſneſs ! A religion, in ſhort, that muſt be 
abhorred by men of good nature for its 
many cruelties; by men of virtue for its 
indulgences of immorality; and by men 
of gravity and ſound philoſophy, for its 
abſurd pageantry, and ſad degeneracy from 
its once pure inſtitution, by the bleſſed 
Jelus and his holy apoſtles ! : 


AND -- 


nnen n 


AND laſtly, what joy could we look for 


in Honouring the King? A king whoſe 


dominion over us would be founded in 
violence and blood ! whoſe reign would be 
A ſtanding war againſt our ſouls and bodies, ; 


againſt heaven and earth! 


SURELY the moſt diſtant thoughts of 


| theſe dreadful calamities would alarm every 


perſon who had not drank in the very laſt 


| dregs of {laviſh principles. And ſhall we, 


whoſe fouls have been taught to exult at 
the ſacred ſound of liberty, not be foul- 


ed, animated and enflamed, by our Pre- 
lent danger, to ſecure a treaſure which in- 
cludes in it almoſt every human felicity? 


Things of inferior concern may be adjuſted 
at another ſeaſon; and thoſe who pretend 
to the greateſt public ſpirit, ſhould be the 


firſt to give a proof of it, by turning their 


attention to the main chance, at a juncture 
when our ſtrength and ſucceſs ſo evident- 


ly depend on unanimity and immediate 
action. Is this a time for diſſenſions a- 


bout matters of trivial moment, when the 


very vitals of Liberty are attacked, which, 
once gone, may never be recovered ? Is 


this a time to decline toils, or dangers, or 
expence, when all lies at ſtake, for which 
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a 4 man would chaſe to live, or dare 
to die! 

IN times paſt, * * ng 
from ſoil to ſoil, had deſerted almoſt every 
corner of the world, and was prepared to 
bid an everlaſting adieu to her laſt beſt re- 
treat, the Britiſb Jes ; our great FoxRrA- 
THERS (whoſe memories be bleſt) anticipa- 
ting her departure, came into theſe remote 
regions. They encountered difficulties in- 
numerable. They ſat down in places be- 
fore untrod by the foot of any chriſtian, 
fearing leſs from Savage beaſts and Savage 
men, than from Slavery, the worſt of Sa- 
vages. To preſerve at leaſt one corner of 
the world, ſacred to liberty and undefiled 
religion, was their glorious purpoſe, In 
the mean time the ſtorm blew over, and 
the ſky brightened in the mother-land. 
Liberty raiſed her drooping head, and 
trimmed her fading laurels. Halcyon-days 
ſucceeded, and their happy influence ex- 
tended even into this new world. The co- 
lonies roſe and flouriſhed. Our fathers 
ſaw it, and rejoiced. They begat ſons 
and daughters, reſigned the proſecution of 
their plan into our hands, and departed | 
into the manſions of reſ. .. 


_ — 
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Bur lo! the ſtorm gathers again, and 
ſits deeper and blacker with boding aſpect! 
And ſhall we be fo degenerate as to deſert _ 
the ſacred truſt conſigned to us for the 


happineſs of poſterity ? Shall we tamely 


ſuffer the peſtilential breath of Tyrants to 
approach this garden of our fathers, and 


blaſt the fruits of their labors ? 


No—ye illuſtrious ſhades, who perhaps 


even now look down with anxiety on our 
conduct! we pronounce, by all your Som, 


ous toils, that it ſhall not, muſt not, be! 
If we are not able to make thoſe who 
mourn” in bonds and darkneſs round us, 


| ſhare the bleſt effects of liberty, and dif- 
fuſe it thro' this vaſt continent, we will at 
leaſt preſerve this ſpot ſacred to its exalted 


name ; and tyranny and injuſtice ſhall not 


enter in, till the body of the laſt Freeman 


—— — — — 


hath filled up the breach 
sreixir * of ancient Britons ! where art 
thou? Into what happier region art thou 
fled, or flying? Return, Oh return into our 
boſoms ! expel every narrow and groveling 


* 


* This was preached, when General Braddock was 


carrying on his expedition to the Ohio z and when that. 


ſpirit, which has fince been ſo much for the honor of 


many of our Colonies, had ſcarce begun to exert itſelf. 


ſenti- 
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ſentiment, and animate us in this glorious 
cauſe! Where the voice of public virtue and 
public liberty calls, thither may we follow, 
whether to life or to death! May theſe 
ineſtimable bleſſings be tranſmitted ſafe to 


our poſterity ! and may there never be 


wanting champions to vindicate them a- 
gainſt every diſturber of human kind, as 


long as there ſhall be found remaining of 


all thoſe who aſſume the diſtinguiſhed name 
of Britons, either a wage to 1 or a 


hand to act? 
As for you, my brethren, on whoſe 


account we are now aſlembled, I need 
not obſerve that you are engaged to all 
theſe ſacred duties in common with your 
fellow- citizens. But, as in a more particu- 


lar manner you Profeſs to ſhine in love to 
the brethren, piety towards God, loyalty 


to the king, and zeal for freedom, it be- 


comes you, on this occaſion, in a more 


eminent degree, to approve yourſelves good 


ſubjects and good chriſtians. 
G1vz your enemies no handle to . 


you of irreligion, or want of public ſpirit. 
Promote virtue, diſcourage vice, and be 


diſtinguiſhed only by ſuperior ſanctity of 


OY NP | man- 
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mamaanners. Purſue your private callings 


with induſtry and honeſty. Be faithful 
to your promiſes, and let no rude guſt 
of paſſion extinguiſn that candle of Bro- 
therly Love, which illuminates your ſouls, 
and is the glory of your nature. 

Ir you act thus, the Eternal Almighty 
One, ſhall give you proſperity. You ſhall, 
in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, be denominated mem- 
bers of a building, founded on everlaſting 
pillars ; whoſe depth is the center, whoſe 
height is the heavens, whoſe period the 
age of the ſun, and whoſe extent his daily 
Circuit. So ſtrongly ſupported, ſo firmly 

united, fo nobly adorned, is that Society 

which is ſupported, united and adorned 
by Wiſdom, Strength and Beauty; that 
Wiſdom which 1s the Fear of God, and 
Practice of Righteouſneſs ; that Strength 
which is Love, the Cement of ſouls, and 
Bond of Perfectneſs; and that beauty which 
is inward Holineſs, and an entire freedom 
from the turbulence of paſſion ! 


Now, to the thrice bleſſed Three, Fax 
ther, Son and Holy Ghoſt, ones Gop, who 
can keep you from falling, and conduct 
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you ſafe to thoſe happy manſions, where 
peace and joy and love eternal reign, 
be aſcribed, as is moſt due, by men on 
earth and ſaints in heaven, all praiſe, pow- 
er, glory and dominion „ now and for ever. 


Amen. 
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Hardnef of Heart and Neglect of 
God's merciful Viſitations, the cer- 
tain Forerunners of more public Mi- 
ſeries; applied to the Colonies, in 
a parallel between their ſtate and 
that of the Jews in many remark- 
able Inſtances. 


FIRST PREACHED 


At Briftal | in PENNSYLVANIA, on 


the Public Faſt, May 21, 1756. 


And afterwards (with ſmall Variation) at 
 __ GerMaANToWN in the ſame Province, on 
the public F aſt, in July 1757. 


Sense 88828 


3 F TER acquainting the Reader that this Diſ- 
A | courſe was firſt delivered, when the Pro- 
vince was groaning under all that load of Mi- 
ſery, which was the Confequence of Braddock's 
Defeat and the Inroads of the French and Sa- 
* vages on our diſtreſſed and helpleſs Frontiers, any 
Apology for the matter or manner of it would 

be needleſs. | 


| 
* 


* PR 


. JEREMIAH viii. 


V. 7. Yea, the Stork in the Heaven Enowerh her 
appointed times, and the Turtle and the Crane 
and the Swallow obſerve the time- of their com- 

ing, but my people know not the fudgment of 
the Lord. 


8. How do ye fay, We are - wiſe, and the law of 
the Lord is withus? Lo, certainly in vain made 
be it; the pen of the ' ſcribes is vain. 

9. The wiſe men are aſhamed, they are Afcy- 
ed and taten; lo they have rejected the word of 
the Lord, and what wiſdom is in them ? 

10. Therefore will I give their wives unto others, 
and their fields to them that ſhall inherit 
them. For every one, from the leaſt even un- 
to the preateſt, is given to covetouſneſs; from the 
prophet even unto the prieſt, every one dealeth 
falſeh. 

11. Fer they have healed the hart of the daugb- 


ter of my people ſuighthy ; ſaying, Peace, Peace, 
when there is no Peace. 


BRETHREN, 
E are this day aſſembled, on one of | 
the moſt ſolemn and intereſting oc- 

* that this land ever beheld. We 
are called, by the authority of government, 
to proſtrate ourſelves before the almighty 
God, in humble confeſſion of our mani- 


fold offences, both — and private; to 
| implore 


* 
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implore forgiveneſs, and grace for amend- 
ment; to offer up our praiſes and thankſ- 
givings for our deliverance from the fury 
of wide-ſpreading earthquakes ; and to be- 


ſeech him in mercy to avert thoſe other 


awful judgments that now hang over us, 
threatening the ſubverſion of all that is'near 
and dear to us, as Britons Ki as Prote· | 


Rants. 


RisING up to addreſs. you, on ſuch an 


important occaſion, it will become me to 


ſpeak with the utmoſt freedom; and I am 
ſure you yourſelves would diſapprove a ti- 
mid or faint execution of this day's duty. 
You. know the condemnation of the falſe 


Prieſts in the text, © who healed the hurt 


of the daughter of God's people ſlightly, 
and cried Peace, Peace, when there was 


no Peace.” You know allo that the Lord 


hath pronounced “ If thou ſpeak not to 
warn the wicked from his way, that wicked 
man ſnall die in his iniquity; but his 
blood will I require at thy hands.“ You 
have moreover heard the fate of the pro- 
phet Jonah, who vainly imagined to flee 
from the face of the living God, and avoid 
the execution of perilous duty. The 


very elements fought againſt kim; the 
Whale 
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' Whale of the ocean vomited him back on 
dry ground; and there his willing feet 
learned to purſue his Maker's will, and 

never again to wander from his way. 
Taz explanation of duty is a weighty 
charge, and it becomes thoſe who are en- 
truſted with it, to ſuit themſelves to times 
and ſeaſons, and to try every method of 
making impreſſions in favour of God and 
Goodneſs. Sometimes the Lord conde- 
| ſcends to manifeſt himſelf in peculiar acts 
of mercy and loving-kindneſs; and then 
the hearts of men are to be won to grati- 
tude by rapturous views of his eternal good- 
neſs. Sometimes again, he thinks fit to 
viſit in terror and judgment, earthquakes, 
peſtilence, famine, ſword, and the like ; 
and then his ſervants are to forego their 
uſual methods of addreſs, and aſſume * 

ſeverer and bolder note. 

I would be far from multiplying Judg- 
ments, or magnifying into that claſs what 
may poſlibly be but the common reſult of 
things. But, on the other hand, to deny 
God's particular providence, and the occaſi- 
_ onal exertions of his power in an extra- 
ordinary manner, to anſwer extraordinary 
— in his moral dealings with free 
'F agents, 
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agents, would be to exclude him from the 
immediate ann of that world, which 
he has made. 

Tax hiſtory of all ages may. convince us 
that he has often interpoſed to overrule 
particular events, both in Judgment and 
Merey; and to you who believe his ſacred 
word, arguments on this head would be 
unneceſſary. I, therefore, proceed to the 
main buſineſs of this diſcourſe, and therein | 
wall purſue the following method. 

PFresr, I ſhall give ſome account of the 
ſtate of the Jewiſh nation, with reſpect to 
thoſe vices which drew down the judg- 
ments denounced in the text. 

SECONDLY, I ſhall give ſome account of 
our own ftate by way of parallel, and 
conelade with an application of the whole 

to the buſineſs of the preſent day. 

As to the vices of the jewiſh nation, they 
are ſo fully and pathetically deſcribed, in the 
Preceeding chapters, by this prophet, who 
was one of the moſt zealous of God's fer- 
vants, that I cannot forbear laying a few of 
the verſes before you. Tam ſure, they are 
too plain to ſtand in need of a comment. 

Havi, in the firſt chapter, publiſhed 
| his high — he proceeds > with a 
F ER. noble 
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noble and exalted vehemence, in the cauſe 
of his God, to expoſtulate with the people 
for their ungrateful returns to all the di- 
vine favours. He earneſtly exhorts them 
to repent while the door of mercy was yet 
open, and ſtrives to work upon them 
by every poſſible motive. In caſe of their 
compliance, he propoſes to their hopes the 

moſt alluring rewards. In caſe of their 
neglect, he alarms their fears with a proſ- 
pect of the moſt dreadful puniſhments. 
Bor let us hear himſelf. Standing forth 
as the meſſenger of the great Jehovah, in 
the midſt of his people, burning for their 
good, and deeply labouring with the vaſt 
weight of his ſubject, he proceeds as fol- 
lows, in the adorable name of his maker 
„„ THEN * ſaid the Lord unto me Out 
of the north an evil ſhall break forth up- 
on all the inhabitants of this land; and I 
will utter my judgments againſt them 
touching all their wickedneſs, who have 
forſaken me.” | | 
60 + cry in the ears of Jeruſblem, 
ſaying, Thus faith the Lord. Iremember the 
kindneſs of thy youth, when thou wenteſt af- 
ter me in the Wildernefs, in a land that Was 
eee. be . 
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not ſown. Iſrael was (then) Holineſs 
unto the Lord and the firſt fruits of his 


increaſe. And what iniquity have your 


fathers (or you now) found in me that | 
you are gone far from me, neither ſay 


where is the Lord that led us thro' the : 


wilderneſs, through a land of deſarts, in 
which no man dwelt ? I brought you into 
a plentiful country, to eat the fruits there- 
of. But, when ye entered in, ye defiled 


my land, and made my heritage an abo- | 


mination. And the prieſts ſaid not there 


is the Lord? 


Now let me plead with you, Oh my 
people! Paſs over the iſles of Chittim; 


ſend unto Kedar,” and all the country 
round about, and ſee if there be ſuch a 
thing“ as this. Have theſe nations 
changed their Gods, which yet are no 
Gods?” But my people have been more 
Fooliſh ſtill. They have changed their 
-Glory for that which doth not profit. Be 


aſtoniſhed at this, O ye heavens, and be 


ye horribly afraid! For my people have 
committed two evils. They have forſaken | 
me the fountain of living waters, and 
hewen out for themſelves ciſterns, broken 
eiſterns, that can hold no water.“ 


8 Lo » 
2 
* * 


Now, 
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No w, for theſe iniquities of Iſrael, 
« The young lions have roared upon him: 
They have made his land waſte ; his cities 
are burnt, without inhabitant. The chil- 
| dren of Noph and Tahapanes have broken 
the crown of thy head. I have ſmitten 
your children, and they have received no 
correction. The * ſhowers have been 
withholden, and there hath been no latter 
rain; but thou refuſedſt to be aſhamed. 
Upon every high mountain, and under 
every green tree, thou haſt played the har- 
lot. And yet after all theſe things, I ſaid 
return, O thou backſliding Iſrael; for 1 
am merciful, ſaith the Lord, and will not 
keep anger for ever. I will take you, one 
of a city and two of a family, and bring 
you to Zion; and will give you paſtors 
according to my heart, who ſhall feed you 
with knowlege and underſtanding.“ 
Tuus far the prophet, in a tender and 
affectionate ſtrain, hoping to win and to 
allure his people to repentance. But find- 
ing all arguments of perſuaſion ineffectual 
to move their hardened hearts, he ſoon 
afterwards aſſumes the voice of terror and 


* Chap. III. 3 
* judgment, 
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judgment, and breaks forth in the deepeſt 
; agitation of ſoul, on a nearer view of that 
ruin which he ſaw ready to involve them. 
* My * bowels! my bowels! I am pain- 
ed at my very heart; my heart maketh a a 
noiſe within me; I cannot hold my peace, 
becauſe thou haſt heard, O my ſoul, the 
Sound of the Trumpet, the alarm of war, 
Deſtruction upon deſtruction is cried, for 
the whole Land is ſpoiled I have heard 
a voice as of a woman in travail, and the 
anguiſn of her that bringeth forth her firſt 
child; even the voice of the daughter of 


Zion, that bewaileth herſelf and ſpreadeth 


forth her hands; ſaying, Woe is me now, 
for my ſoul 1s wearied becauſe of Mur- 
derers!“ 

A Tro out of the foreſt ſhall lay my 
people. A leopard ſhall watch over their 


cities, and every one that goeth out thence 


ſhall be torn in pieces. I will bring a 
nation upon you from afar, O houſe of 
Iſrael. It is a mighty nation whoſe lan- 
guage thou knoweſt not; a people & that 


c.oqmeth from the north country; riſing up 


from the ſides of the earth; who lay hold 

of the bow and the ſpear ; ; whoſe vioce 
* Chap. IV. + Chap. v. § Chap. VI. 

IJ roareth 
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roareth like the ſea; who are cruel and 
have no mercy ; at whoſe fame your hands 
ſhall wax feeble, * and they ſhall eat up- 
thine harveſt, and thy bread, which thy 
ſons and thy daughters ſhould eat.“ 5 
« Ax p when it ſhall be ſaid, Wherefore 
doth the Lord theſe things unto us? You 
ſhall anſwer—Like as ye have for ſaken 
me and ſerved ſtrange Gods in your Own 
land; fo ſhall ye ſerve ſtrangers in a land 
that is not yours. For, fear ye not me, 


faith the Lord? Will ye not tremble at 


my preſence, who have placed the ſand for 
the bound of the ſea, by a perpetual de- 
cree that it cannot paſs it? But this peo- 
ple are more unruly than the ſea itſelf.” 
They are revolted and quite gone. As 
a fountain caſteth out her waters, ſo Jeru- 
ſalem caſteth out her wickedneſs”-- + They 
te truſt in lying words; ſaying the temple 
of the Lord, the temple of the Lord! 
They ſteal, they murder, they commit a- 
dultery, and ſwear falſely and walk after 
other Gods ; and then they come and ſtand 
before me in this houſe, which 1s called 
by my name;” as if the bare profeſſion 


Es of religion would juſtifie them in © all : 


* Chap. v. + Chap. VII. 
F 4 _ theſe. 
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theſe abominations—But I will caſt * 
out of my ſight, as I have caſt out all 
their brethren, even the whole ſeed of Eph- 
© raim. Therefore, pray not thou for them; 
neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, 
neither make interceſſion to me; ; for 
I will not hear thee— They * ſlide back 
by a perpetual back-ſliding ; they hold faſt 
_ deceit, they refuſe to return ;” they are 
even more ſtupid than the brute creation 
Fox the ſtork in the heaven knoweth 
her appointed times, and the turtle and 
the crane and the ſwallow obſerve the time 
of their coming ; but my people know not 
the judgments of the Lord,” nor regard 

the merciful viſitations of my power! Why, 

then, ſhould they ſay we are Wiſe, and 
the Law of the Lord is with us? Lo, cer- 
tainly in vain made he it, and the pen of 

the ſcribes is vain.” Where is their wiſ- 
dow, when the very fowls of the air re- 


proach them with folly ; obſerving the |} 


times and the ſeaſons; while this people 
is deaf to all the calls of my providence. 
They boaſt that my Law 1s with them,” 
and value themſelves upon the many ex- 
alted gs which I have given them. 


8 * . VIII. . 3 
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But what do theſe avail, unleſs to encreaſe 
their guilt? The Law is become as a dead 
letter, when it produces no effect upon 
the life and morals. In vain have I given 
it to them, and the pen of their ſcribes 
has preſerved it in vain. For where are 


its fruits? Look at thoſe who are called 


| Wiſe Men. Behold, © they are aſhamed ;_ 
they are diſmayed ; they are taken; All 
their ſchemes are unſucceſsful. * There 
1s no wiſdom in them;” and how ſhould 
there be any, ſeeing they have rejected 


the word of the Lord,” which is the only 


foundation of all wiſdom ? They are all 
corrupt; © from the leaſt even to the greateſt 
they are given unto covetouſneſs ;” and, 


what is worſt, of all, the very prieſts and | 


*prophets, who ſhould probe the ſore to 
the bottom, are content with ſome tran- 
ſtent or ſuperficial cure. © They heal the 
hurt ſlightly,” and leave it ready to break 
out again the next moment. They are 


either as corrupt as the reſt; or, from 


ſordid views of popularity, they are afraid 
to ſtem the torrent; Rather than offend, 
by an honeſt diſcharge of duty, they ſtoop 
to ſooth the people in their folly. Inſtead 
of proclaiming the true doctrines of ever- 


1 


* 
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_ laſting peace and ſalvation, they treache- 


rouſly proclaim falſe peace, where there f 1s 


no peace to be found. 


"SEEING, then, ſuch is their ſtate that all 
remedy is deſpaired of, and they wholly 
refuſe to be inſtructed by all that Has hap- 
pened to them; what remains but a fear- 
ful looking for judgment and fiery indig- 
nation ?—* My * Soul ſhall ——_ from 
them. Jeruſalem ſhall be made deſolate, a 


land not inhabited will give their wives 


to others, and their Fields 70 them that ne ö 


inberit them 
TREMENDOUS threatuing ! mhleh was 


| ſoon afterwards fulfilled, and is now re- 


corded for our admonition. And Oh! 
that we may be enabled to make a right 
uſe of it; bringing it home to our hearts 
and our boſoms, in the preſent dubious 
ſtate of our affairs, and admiring and a- 


doring that divine goodneſs, which thus 


calls us to avoid our own deſtruction, by 
placing before us the errors and example 


of others! 
TE bounds which I have preſcribed 


to this diſcourſe, would not permit me to 


enter into a more particular account of the 


_ Jewiſh nation; but the verſes which I have 


* Chap. VI. 


elected | 
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ſelected are ſufficiently expreſſive of their 
ſttate and character, previous to their fal- 
ling under thoſe deſolating judgments, 
which the Lord thought fit to denounce 
againſt them in the text. 


Ir remains, then, that we now proceed 15 


to make ſome enquiry into our own ſtate 
by way of parallel; which was the Second 
thing propoſed. | 
In doing this, let us fillers the words 

of ſoberneſs and truth; equally abſtaining 

from vain ſcepticiſm on the one hand, and 
weak credulity on the other; neither arro- 
gating to ourſelves virtues which we have 
not, nor terrifying ourſelves with vices, 
to which our conſciences may yet be hap- 
pily ſtrangers. I grant that prophecies 
are now probably ceaſed, and theſe verſes 
may have had their accompliſhment, But 
their ſpirit and meaning ſtill remain ; and - 
the ſame cauſes will produce the ſame 
effects in every age. If, therefore, we find 
any ſimilitude in them to our own ſtate _ 
at preſent, we cannot be unaffected at the 
conſequences; and we muſt be blind in- 
| deed, if we ſo far flatter ourſelves as to 
think there is none. On the contrary, is 
it poſſible to read them, without imagin- 

| 2 : ing 


* 
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ing that we hear our heavenly Father 
kindly addreſſing a great part of them to 
ourſelves, with little variation of e | 
in the manner following? 
On Britons and Proteſtants! I remem- 
ber, ſaith the Lord, the days of your 
outh, when you went after me in the 
wilderneſs, in a land that was not ſown. 
You were then holineſs to me and the firſt 
fruits of my increaſe.” I brought you 
forth into this remote country, as an in- 
fant people, as a choſen ſeed ; purpoſing, 
thro” you, to extend my kingdom to the 
uttermoſt parts of this American world. 
« You have heard with your ears and your 
fathers have told you the noble works that 
1 did in their __ . in the old time 
before them.“ ' | 
TI PROTECTED you thro' the dangers of 
che ocean, and preſerved you in a land 
of deſarts. I bade the ſolitary place be 
glad thro you, and the deſart itſelf to re- 
joice and bloſſom as the roſe.” When yon 


were but a weak and helpleſs people, I 


made the Heathen your friends, who had 
power to deſtroy you. I gave you a 
plentiful country, and bade you eat the 


fruits thereof —You then ſaw that ce this 
was 


* 


DISCOURSE III. 77 


was my doing,” and, in thoſe early days, 
were not aſhamed to confeſs that the 
right hand of the Lord had brought 
mighty things to paſs.” When you look- | 
ed back on the dangers you had eſcaped, 
your grateful ſouls were lifted up in praiſes | 
to me, who ſpoke the fierce ocean into 
peace around you, and made the gloomy . 
| wilderneſs become the cheerful abode of 
men. When you ſaw the bounteous earth 
bring forth her willing encreaſe, you ac- 
| knowleged © that your lines had fallen in 
pleaſant places ; yea that yu had received 
Aa . heritage.” 
Bur you had not long entered in before 
« ye defiled my land, and made my heri- 
tage an abomination,” I gave you Plenty; 
but Plenty begat Eaſe; and Eaſe begat 
Luxury; and Luxury introduced a fatal 
corruption of every good and virtuous 
principle ; in ſo much that you forgot the 
very hand from which you received all 
things. You forgot to ſay, © Where is 


| the Lord” that hath done ſo much for us? 


Or where is he that brought us thro' the 
| fierce ocean, that made the heathen our 
g friends, that protected us in the wilder- 


nels, 


6 


78 DISCOURSE III. 


neh and cauſed the deſart around us to 
Inile ? 
Pon the ip ace + of an hundred years a 
period of happineſs which no nation be- 
fore you evils ever boaſt of) my patience 
bore with you, while you enjoyed a con- 
tinual proſperity ; being almoſt entire ſtran- 
gers to the © ſound of the trumpet, the 
alarm of war, and the fight of garments 
rolled in blood. But, in proportion to my 
mercies, has your guilt encreaſed. You 
have become more and more forgetful of 
me, and of the exalted PREM 1 called 
you to enjoy. 
* Pass over the Iſles of Chittim; And 
unto Kedar, and ſee if there be any ſuch 
thing as this.” Look through all the coun- 
tries of your Popiſn and Heathen neigh- 
bours; and ſee if the former have chang- 
ed their Superſtition, or the latter © their 
"Gods, which yet are no Gods!“ ſuch a 
change would have been wiſdom in them; 
but what have you done? You have even 
changed your glory for that which doth 
not profit! Be aſtoniſhed at this, O ye 
heavens! and be ye horribly afraid; for 
this people have committed two evils,“ and 
have been * of double fooliſhneſs ! | 
They 
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They have neglected the exerciſe of their 
holy Proteſtant Religion, truſting to the 
lying vanities of this life; and have for- 
ſaken me the fountain of living waters, 
to hew out for themſelves ciſterns, broken 
ciſterns that can hold no water.” In the 
midſt of light; they have choſen darkneſs, 
and corrupted their children by their fad 
example. 

I have warned you once for theſe things, : 
and twice have I ſpoken unto you, faith 
the Lord; but you have neither kiſſed my 
rod, nor humbled yourſelves under my 
chaſtiſements. The ſhowers have been 
withholden and there hath been no latter 
rain; yet you have refuſed to be aſhamed. 
My Judgments have been abroad upon the 
earth, but you have not karned righteouſ- 
neſs. 

1 Wurkkrokx, the young Lions from 
the foreſt have roared upon you. They ä 
have made your land waſte, and your cities 
are burnt, without inhabitant. The chil- 
dren of Noph and Tahapanes have 
* broken the Crown of your head.” I 
This is otherwiſe rendered . feed on thy Crown.” 
But, however it be underſtood, the words, and the whole 
deſcription that follows, are. too remarkable, not to 


bring to our mind all the horrors of an Indian war, 
and the deteſtable cuſtom of Scalping, or cutting off 


the ſkin of the head, to be ſold for a price. 
have 
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have let the ſavages of the woods looſe 
upon you. They rage in all your bor- 
ders. Your country is depopulated, your 


villages burnt up, and thouſands of your 
miſerable brethren, tortured, murdered or 
carried into barbarous captivity. De- 


ſtruction upon deſtruction is cried, for the 


whole land is ſpoiled.” The voice of la- 


mentation is heard, as of a woman in 
travail; even the voice of your bleeding 
country, that bewaileth herſelf, and 
ſpreadeth forth her hands; ſaying, Woe 


is me now, for my ſoul is wearied becauſe 


of Murderers—1 have ſent a nation upon 


you from afar, whoſe language you know 
not; a mighty nation from the north 
country; riſing up from the ſides of the 
earth; that lay hold on the bow and the 


ſpear; whoſe voices roar like the ſea; who 
are cruel and have no mercy; at whoſe 
fame your hands wax feeble, and one ſays 


to another, go not out into the field, nor 
walk by the way, for the ſword of the ene- 
my is on every fide, and whoſoever goeth 
_ outſhall be torn in pieces. And behold! they 
eat up your harveſt and your bread, which 
your ſons and daughters ſhould eat; and 
they eat up your flocks and your herds 


and 


DISCOURSE Ht at 
and your vines and your fig-trees ; and they 


impoveriſh your fenced cities wherein you 
have put your chief truſt.” 

AnD ſhould any one ſay, Why doth the 
Lord theſe things to his people? This 
ſhall be your anſwer. Like as ye have for- 


ſaken me, and ſhewn yourſelves unwor- 


thy of your holy religion and exalted, pri- 


. Aer ſo I have forſaken you, and deli- 


vered you over to be chaſtiſed with an iron 
rod by theſe your fierce enemies. For will 
ye not fear me, ſaith the Lord, who have 
done ſo great things in your behalf? Will 
ye not tremble at my preſence, whom 
earthquake, fire and ſtorm and all the ele- 


ments obey? Why will ye truſt in lying 


words, ſaying © The temple of the Lord, 
the temple of the Lord;”—we are Britons, 
we are Proteſtants? What ſignify theſe 
names, when you have forgot the cauſe of 
your country, and made your religion a re- 


proach among the Heathen around you? 


will ye ſteal, will ye commit adultery, 


will ye defraud, will ye walk after cove- 


touſneſs, will ye profane my name, will 
you diſregard my righteous judgments, 


will you remain indifferent to the preſerva- 


tion of your ineſtimable privileges; and 


then 


4 
| 


0 
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then will ye come and ſtand 5 me, in 
my houſe which is called by my name, and 


ſay we are Britons, we are Proteſtants, as 


if this would juſtify you in all theſe abo- 


minations ? . 
TE very fowls of the heaven act a more 


conſiſtent part than you. They obſerve the 


ſigns and the ſeaſons which the Lord hath ap- 


pointed for them, But you have neither re- 
garded my former judgments, nor have my 


latter more ſevere ones awakened your atten- 


tion, and made you wiſer. Even in the very 
fight of © Sinars burning mount;” in the 
midſt of the moſt complicated miſeries; 
when blood and deſolation are all around, 


you have neither reformed your lives, nor 


regarded the diſtreſs of your country. An 
evil ſpirit of unbelief hath gone forth 
among you, ſetting every preſent danger 
at a diſtance, You have refuſed to play 
the man for the cities of your God,” or to 


defend that glorious plan of public hap- 


pineſs delivered down to you by your 
fathers. Strifes, diſcords, hatred, uncha- 


ritableneſs, licentiouſneſs, civil broils, ca- 


lumnies and contention about trifles, have 
been uppermoſt in your thoughts; while 


your moſt valuable and eſſential intereſts 
a have 
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have been made a ſecondary concern, or 
Perhaps no concern at all, or the concern 
only of thoſe who wanted the power to 
ſerve them. 

"In ſuch circumſtances what doth it ſig- 
nify to ſay The Law of the Lord is with 
us; Wwe are a diſtinguiſhed people; ours 
is the reformed Religion, and ours the en- 
joyment of civil Liberty? Were you truly 
ſenſible of the immenſe value of theſe ſu- 
preme of bleſſings, your practice would 
have been conformable; and your ſouls | 
would have been enflamed with all the 
| ardors of the brave, on the leaſt approach 
of danger towards them.—You likewiſe 

ſay, you are wiſe ; and boaſt of your ſu- 


perior improvements. But what marks of 


this can you ſhew? Even the Heathens 
_ themſelves have outdone you in wiſdom 
and ſtratagem. Your armies flee before 
them; your wiſe men are confounded ; 
none of their devices proſper ; ſeeing they 
have rejected the Lord, and have not ſought 
counſel of the moſt high. 
War, then, will be the end of theſe 
things? Hear it now from that wiſdom 
which cannot err. Unleſs you repent 
and return and amend your ways, the 
G2 | ſoul 
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foul of the Lord will utterly depart from 
you. He will give your wives to others, 
and your fields to "them that _ znherit 


2008-, | 
Tnvs, my A en, we ſee a firiking 


ſimilitude between us and the Jews in many 


ſtrong and capital inſtances ; and I am 
perſuaded you will not think the picture 
exaggerated. Within the ſhort period of 
one year, how many marks of God's deal- 
ing with us. have we ſeen? Not to mention 
- exceſſive droughts, earthquakes and other 
omens of his wrath, the troops ſent to 
our protection have been moſt miſerably 
defeated, and ſuch ſcenes of © barbarity, 
horror and deſolation have enſued, as hu- 
man nature ſhudders to recount, and hi- 
ſtory can ſcarce parallel! | 
YET what have we profited by all this! ? 
Has it humbled us under our fins? Has 
it brought our civil diſcords to an ent? 
Or has it eradicated thoſe abſurd princi- 
ples of government that have brought our 
country to the brink of ruin? On the 
contrary, are they not inculcated among 
us with more zeal and induſtry than ever? 
Have we not many who have made it their 
buſineſs to reſtrain the ardor of God's 


3 
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people in their righteous cauſe; to tie up 
the hands of the king's beſt ſubjects in the 

Hour of extremeſt danger, and cry © Peace, 
peace, when there is no peace ?” Have we 


not many who, like the prophet Jonah in 


the ſtorm, are gone down to the faſt places, 
to indulge themſelves in unglorious reſt, 


when the poor ſhattered bark that carries 


them along is ready to be ſwallowed up of 
every wave ? 

Fr I would kope that but ſmall part 
of this guilt will fall to the charge of the 
Proteſtant miniſtry of this province. It 
would not become me, who am even leſs 
than the leaſt of all God's ſervants, to 
ſtand forth the accuſer of my brethren, on 
any occaſion ; and, on the preſent, I know 
many among them who have nobly exerted 
themſelves in the cauſe of their God, their 
king, and their country. Yet, perhaps, 
after all, there may be ſome who have 


been but too complaiſant to favorite vices 
and opinions. If that ſhould be the caſe, , 
Oh! let them think how great their con- 


demnation will be. For, if the guides be gone 


out of the way, how ſhall thoſe that fol- 


low after be in the ſtraight path? If the 


miniſters of God' s word have once learned . 


—_ to 


,® 


* 
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to ſtoop to prejudices, or to ſuppreſs one 
needful truth, either thro fear or favour, 
it is one of the worſt ſymptoms of total 


degeneracy, and the hopes of reformation 
are utterly blaſted. 


How different a conduct did that zea- 


lous preacher of righteouſneſs, the author 
of my text, obſerve? Tho' called to his 
ſacred office when very young, yet he was 
not awed by the faces of men. He ſcorn- 


ed either to ſooth them in their folly ; or to 


burn iricenſe on the altar of popular ap- 
plauſe ; or to facrifice his virtue and judg- 
ment to prevailing errors. He ſets out, 
in his firſt chapter, with a moſt fervent 
and enlightened ſpirit, declaring that he 
had it in charge from the living God to 
ſpeak to his people, and not to be diſmayed 
at their faces; for that the ſame God who 
had called him to be a prophet was able 
to ſupport him in the execution of his 
high commiſſion, and had made him as 


+ © a defenced city, as an iron pillar, as a 


brazen wall againſt the whole land,“ and 


all its corruptions. 


TRUST ING to ſuch a mighty ſupport 


(and what preacher of righteouſneſs may 


not truſt to it?) he determined that no 
* temporal 
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| temporal conſideration ſhwuld awe or in- 


fluence him from his duty. He appeared 
in the midſt of his people, in the moſt 


1 perilous times, not like ſome wild impoſ- 2 


tor, foaming and tearing his own fleſh, 
but like a prophet of the molt high God, 

majeſtically compoſed, and el impreſ- 
ſed with the whole weight of ſacred and 
important truth. For che ſpace of forty 
years, he continued a faithful meſfenger of 
his maker's will; pleading the cauſe of 
expiring righteanſnef and trampled virtue, 
among a back-ſliding people, with an ex- 
alted vehemence and unremitting ardor, 
againſt far greater corruption than we have 
to ſtruggle with. Ours, I truſt, is not yet 
total like that of the Jews, for which rea- 
ſon I did not carry the ſimilitude quite 
thro'; and, altho' we have many who are 
ready to tear our names in pieces when- 
ever we mention the cauſe of our country, 
eſpecially if we are zealous in prefling 
home the great duty of Defending our in- 
eſtimable rights againſt a Popiſh and Hea- 
then enemy, yet we have alſo many who 
have laid the ſtate of their country, and 
God's dealings with us, deeply to heart. Nay 


0 Res that even the worſt of us have 
STS ome 
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ſome virtues to put in the balance with our 
vices z and that there is mercy with God for 


us all, if we earneſtly ſeek it of him; and 


that the day of our entire deſolation is not 
yet come! But let us remember that every 
_ neglect of his viſitations is an approach to- 
wards that fatal day, and that if we continue 
longer hardened under the preſent ſevere 
chaſtiſements of his hand, we have reaſon 
to : a worſe thing will befal us. 

II is the method of God's providence 
to bear long with his people, and to 
try all methods of reclaiming them con- 
ſiſtent with their moral agency; ſuch as 
by reproof, by example, by mercy, and by 
chaſtiſement. But there is a time when 
his patience has had its full work, and 
« * there remaineth no more ſacrifice for 
fins.” There is a ſtage or criſis in the 
corruption of nations, beyond which it is 
as impoſſible for them to ſubſiſt, on any 
tolerable principles of ſocial happineſs, as 
for the body to move when the life and 
ſpirits are fled. It follows, then, that 
every neglect to improve by God's merci- 
ful vifitations is an advance to this ſtage, ; 


Heb, x. 26. 75 


a» 


and 
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and therefore a fatal ſymptom of ap- 


proaching ruin. | 
Io offer farther proofs. of this wolld- 


3 needleſs. For if there be any meaning in 


all that I have laid before you; if the words 
of the text and the whole tenor of ſcrip- 
ture be of any weight; if the voice of rea- 
ſon and the experience of ages be worthy 
of regard; then it is evident, paſt con- 
tradiction, that national vices lead to na- 
tional miſery. For a holy and juſt God 
muſt puniſh the flagrant abuſe of his 
mercies; and when this abuſe is by a whole 
People, or the majority of them, the 
puniſhment may well be expected in this 
world, ſeeing in the next all the preſent 
ſocieties of men will be diſbanded. Be- 
ſides this, in the very nature of things, a 


general corruption of the ſeveral members 


muſt lead to a diſſolution of the whole 
body. F 

Is we ſearch all the annals of mankind 
| thro', we ſhall find that no people was 
ever truly great or proſperous, but by fup- 
porting a ſenſe of liberty, and upholding 


the majeſty of virtue. Government can- 


not be maintained on any other principles 
; than 3 truth and ſobriety. Vice is 
| "— a 
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a ſtanding rebellion againſt God. and go- 

vernment, and a total ſubverſion of all 
order and faith and * and ſociety a- 

mong men. 

LET me, then, my brethoen, adjure and 
beſecth you to improve this day of ſolemn _ 
hamiliation before the Lord, to thoſe pious 
purpoſes for which it was ſet apart. Let 
me call upon you, by every dear and ſacred 

By all the deliverances which God 
— wrought for you; By all the ineſtim- 
able bleſſings which you have received at 
his hand; By the glory and dignity of 
your immortal nature; By the ſanctifying 
graces of his holy ſpirit ; By the glorious 
coming of his wp cog Son from the 
boſom of his love ; By his adorable plan 
of redemption and bloody croſs ; By the 
_ Purity of his everlaſting Goſpel and your 

high calling as Chriſtians ; By all that you 
are, and all that you hope to be; By the 
flender thread of life that ſeparates you | 
from the dark manſions of the grave; By 


© the ſound of the laſt trumpet that will 


raiſe you to endleſs life; By the ſun in 
darkneſs and the moon in blood; by Jeſus 


the Redeemer ſeated on his awful tribu- 5 


nal; BY the laſt ſolemn ſentence and an 
eerily | 
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eternity to come—or if theſe glorious and 
important conſiderations will not work up- 
on you, let me call upon you by your dread 
of puniſhment and fear of rum; By all 
the examples of divine vengeance that have 
been laid before you; By a regard to your 
poſterity yet unborn ; By the ſighs and diſ- 
ſtreſs of your captivated brethren ; and By 
the groans and miſeries of your bleeding 

country repent; be converted from e- 
very ſin; humble yourſelves in the d 
before the Lord; cry earneſtly unto him 

for forgiveneſs thro” the blood of Jeſus, 
and ſtedfaſtly purpoſe to walk before him 
for the future, in holineſs and righteouſ- 
neſs all the days of your lives!” 
such a conduct as this will equally en- 
title you to the character of good chriſtians 
and good citizens. For whatever we may 
boaſt of public ſpirit and love to our coun- 
try, it appears from what has been ſaid, 
that he, and he only, 1s the greateſt pa- 
triot, and manifeſts the greateſt public 
ſpirit, who ſupports the majeſty of religon, 
reverences the laws of his country, and 
keeps a conſcience void of offence towards 
God and towards man. And happy is 
he, of all others moſt happy, whether 
| ns mn 
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in a high or low ſtation, who, in the pre- 
ſent confuſion of our affairs, can lay his 
hund on his heart, and pronounce that ſuch 
has been the ſteady tenor of his proceed- 
ings. For him there will remain the re- 


compence of the Juſt, when all ſublunarß 


things ſhall have come to an end. 


 GranT, O heavenly Father! that ſuch | 

may be the future conduct, and ſuch the 
final recompence of every one of us here 
_ aſſembled before thee. Gracioully accept 
this day's imperfect ſervice, and the humble 

offerings of our praiſe for all thy unme- 
rited mercies ; and particularly for having 
ſaved us from the fury of thoſe raging 

Earthquakes that have ſo lately whelmed 
thouſands, perhaps leſs guilty than we, 
in one ſudden ruin. Strengthen us with thy 
grace for the performance of thoſe vows 
of amendment, into which we have now 
ſolemnly entered. Continue to us the 
pure light of the everlaſting goſpel, 
which thy juſtice might well remove from 
us. Bring our civil diſcords and all er- 
roneous doctrines to a ſpeedy end. Hear 
the cries of our ſuffering and captivated 


brethren every . and ſupport them in 
"OE. 
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thy Faith and Fear. Have pity on the 
general diſtreſs of this country; and Oh! 


thou whoſe Almighty power can raiſe even 


the dead from the grave, raiſe up leaders 
and champions among us for our holy 


Zion, in this day of peril ; that even the 


bones which thou haſt broken may hear 
of joy and gladneſs! Inſpire us with a 
high and commanding ſenſe of the im- 


menſe value of what we are now call- 
ed to defend; which will be the beſt 


foundation of true heroiſm and virtue. 
For could we be once fo loſt to goodneſs 
and wiſdom as to apprehend the diffe- 
rence between one religion and another, 
one ſyſtem of government and another, 


not worth the price of blood and treaſure, 


the day of our deſolation would not be 
far diſtant; and we and our poſterity 
would ſoon be loſt and blended among 
the nations around us that know not 
thee; from which unſpeakable calamity 
good Lord deliver us to the lateſt gene- 

rations, for the ſake of our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt! Amen. 
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' DISCOURSE IV 


The CrrIsTzanN SoLDIER'S DurTy; 
the Lawfulneſs and Dignity of his 
Office; and the Importance of 
the PROTESTAN T Causz in the 
Britiſh Colonies. 


bezsenzo In 


* Clrifi-Church, PHILADELPHIA; 
April 1757. 
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BRIGADIER- GexzraL STANwX, 


To the forces under his Command, 
before their march to the Fron- 
tiers. With a PRAYER | on the 
ſame Occaſion. - 


FFC 


» [971 


Luxz 111, 14. 


And the Soldiers demanded of bim Ii 7 WE" 
ſaying— Maſter, and what ſhall we do? 
He ſaid unto them, Do violence to no man, 
neither accuſe any aljely, and be content 


with your wage, 0 
| "2 


HIS ch ter & contains an account of 
the preaching of St. John the bap- 
tiſt; who, being called of God in the 
wilderneſs, and duly commiſſioned for his 
high office, came into all the country 
about Jordan, preaching to the people the 
Baptiſm of Repentance for the Remiſſion 
of Sins.” 
TE more thoroughly to 3 their 
attention and evince the neceſſity of his 
doctrine, he appears in the moſt ſtriking 
character; being, as was propheſied con- 
cerning him, © the voice of one crying in 
the wilderneſs; prepare ye the way of the 
Lord; make his paths ſtraight ! Every val- 
ley ſhall be filled, every mountain and hill 


ſhall be brought low; the crooked . l 
ä {ha 
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ſhall be made ſtraight; the rough ways 


ſmooth ; and all Fleth ſhall ſee the Salva- 
tion of God!” 


TRESE words allude to a 3 cuſtom 
of great kings, who, when they undertook 


any long journey, were wont to ſend forth 
their meſſengers before them; proclaiming 


to the people to make their way plain. 
Now, as the Jews, at this time, daily loox- 
King or Pro- 
miſed Meſſiah, ſuch a proglamation, from 


ed for the coming of thei 


ſo extraordinary a perſon, crying out to 
clear the way, © for that the Salvation of 


God was at hand,” could not fail to excite 


their curioſity, and intereſt their affeftions!  - 


EveRy heart was accordingly ſeized with 
an inſtant hope of beholding the Deſire of 
Nations; with whom they expected to 
ſhare crowns and empire and temporal 
glory. Nay, they began “to muſe in their 


hearts whether John himſelf were the 


Chriſt+,” or only his fore-runner. In ei- 


ther caſe, they were eager to embrace the 


baptiſm which he preached ; as artful cour- 
tiers will ſtrive to recommend themſelves 


+ They were, no doubt, ſometime in this ſuſpenſe, be- 
fore John reſolves them, by telling them that he was not 


the Chriſt, nor even worthy to unlooſe the latchet of his 
| ſhoes; but that the Chriſt was quickly to tollow after him. 


to 


0 
* 
* / 
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to the graces of an expected Maſter. Hence, 


« a Multitude of them came forth, to be 


baptized of him.“ 


Joh, who ſaw their carnal views, is 
not too forward in conferring his baptiſm 


upon them, without duly inſtructing them 
in the nature and conditions of it. O 
generation of vipers! ſays he; who hath 


warned you to flee from the wrath which ; 
| is to come?” Nevertheleſs, if you are real- 
ly deſirous to eſcape it, and to be admitt- 
ed to the bleſſings promiſed in the meſſiah, 
do not deceive yourſelves in thinking that 
thoſe bleſſings may be derived to you by 


' Inheritance. They are not of a carnal 


but of a ſpiritual nature. Nor will it a- 


vail you any thing to ſay, „we have A- 
braham to our father;” and are thereby 


the children of promiſe. For I ſay unto 


you that unleſs you bring forth fruits meet 
for repentance ; you can by no means in- 
herit thoſe Promiſes—< For God is able 
of theſe ſtones to raiſe up children to A- 


braham; and in them ſhall his promiſes 


be made good, if not in you. And you 
muſt now, without delay, make your 
choice. * cc 'F or the ax 1s "_— laid to the 
eV. 7, 8 » 9. 

| MS root 
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root of the trees; and every tree that 
bringeth not forth good fruit is to be hewn 
down and caſt into the fire.” 
_ Svcu an alarming denunciation ſtruck 
the people with double aſtoniſhment ; and 
they preſſed ſtill more eagerly about John, 
crying— + © what ſhall we do then ;” to 
eſcape this ruin and obtain this ſalvation ? 
He anſwered and ſaid unto them, he 
A that hath two coats, let him impart to him 
* that hath none. And he that hath meat 
let him do likewiſe;” herein ſtrenuouſly 
recommending the univerſal practice of 
that diffuſive charity and benevolence, 
which are a main foundation of moral vir- 
tue, and the moſt acceptable ſervice we 
can render to our adorable Creator ! 
Alox others who preſſed forward, on 
this occaſion, came the Publicans, a ſet of 
men infamous for their illegal exactions 
upon the people, crying— Maſter, what 
ſhall we do?” John, who knew their 
character, ſtrikes boldly at their capital 
vice; charging them by their hope of ſal- 
vation and their dread of Ruin, —< exact 
no more than what 1 Is appointed your by 


4 V. 465 1, 12, 13. 
| | law; 8 


5951 „. 

| law; for how ſhall you begin to be goods 
till you ceaſe to be unjuſt ? 

L Laſtofall came the Soldiers*, «© demand- 
ing of him likewiſe, ſaying--and what ſhall | 
we do? he ſaid unto them do violence to 
no man, neither accuſe any falſely, and be 

content with your wages.” 

SUcH are the words which were recom- , 
mended to me as the ſubject of this diſ- _ 

_ courſe. And had I been left to my own 

choice, I could not have ſelected any more 
ſuitable to my purpoſe. For being deli- , 
vered by divine inſpiration, on a moſt im- 
portant occaſion; namely, when the fol- © 
diers themſelves earneſtly requeſted to 
know, by what means they might eſcape 
the threatened fire of God's wrath, and ob- 
tain ſalvation thro the Mefliah, we may 

be ſure they imply in them the fundamen- 
tal parts of the Chriſtian Soldier's Duty; 
fo far at leaſt as relates to that particular 
character. 

I ſhall therefore proceed upon them, i in 

their natural order. With diffidence, how- 
ever, I enter upon my ſubject. I know 
many of you to be men of diſtinguiſhed un- 
derſtanding; conſcious of the md of 
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your own character, and of the glorious 
cauſe wherein you are engaged. And no- 
thing but your own expreſs deſire, could 
give me courage to offer my thoughts con- 
cerning any part of your duty. But, be- 
ing invited thereto, I ſhall proceed to the 
utmoſt of my abilities, as far as the time 
will permit. And, whatever may be the 
execution, I can ſafely ſay that I bring 
with me a heart zealous for the * | 
N | and regardful of you! 1 
Fiksr, then, the Criſtian- Soldier 18 to 
| ce do Violence to no man. 
| + Turrxrx are two ſorts of . which 
= a ſoldier may be guilty of. One is againſt 
= thoſe who are lawfully veſted with com- 
| mand over him. This is commonly ftiled | 
1 Mutiny, and is a crime of the moſt atro- 
= cious nature; ſeldom. to be expiated but 
| bp the Death of the offender. And as God 
if is a God of order, it muſt be peculiarly 
odious to him. 
ANOTHER ſort of Violence, which 1 TH 
dier may be guilty of, 1s, againſt his Fel- 
low-ſubje&ts. This is that violence more 
immediately meant in the text; the ori- 
gmal word there, ſignifying, the ſhaking 
or terrifying a man, e as to force money 
from 


mes \ 
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from him, thro' fear. This we find ex- 
preſly forbid by the ſpirit of Chriſtianity, 
under pain of forfeiting the Salvation of 
| God. And we may glory to ſay that it is 

alſo forbid by the mild ſpirit of the Bri- 

tiſh conſtitution! 

Ou Soldiery are armed by the laws of 
their country, and ſupported by the com- 
munity ; not to command, but to ſerve, 


it; not to oppreſs, but to protect, it. 


Should they, therefore, turn their ſword 

againſt thoſe from whom they derive their 

authority, and thus Violate the juſt rights 

even but of one Freeman, who contributes 

to their ſupport---what a complication of 

guilt would it imply? It would be treache- 
ry! It would be RI Nay it would 
be parricide! 

As for the tyrants of mankind, let 
them (belying heaven and pretending an 
authority from God) lead forth their 
armed ſlaves to plunder, to haraſs and to 
deſtroy thoſe, to whom they owe protec- 
tion! Let them fill thoſe lands with Vio- 
| lence and Blood, which they ought to fill 
with Bleſſing and Joy! “ verily I ſay unto 
you they ſhall have their reward.” For, 
believe me, ſuch actions are odious to hea- 

| * 4 ven 
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ven, repugnant to the goſpel; and God | 

will certainly avenge his own cauſe | 
Hayey for us, we rejoice under milder 
influences! our gracious ſovereign, thro' a 
long and proſperous reign, has never, in 
any inſtance, offered violence to the rights 
of his ſubjects; nor permitted it in his 
ſervants. The * Commanders placed over 
us, in our preſent diſtreſs, have ſignalized 
themſelves as patrons of juſtice and lovers 
of liberty. Tho appointed over great ar- 
4 mies, among a people long accuſtomed to 
i profound peace, jealous of their privileges, 
1 and ſome of them even unreaſonably pre- 
\ judiced againſt all Force and Arms; yet 
1 they have happily reconciled jarring in- 
tereſts, and, with all poſſible care, ſup- 
ported the Military, without violating the 

Civil, power, 

As a ſignal inſtance of the harmony 
ariſing from this conduct, it will be but 
juſtice to mention you, gentlemen, whom 

I have now the honor to addreſs. You 
have been among us for many months. 


* Toe 00 Was commander i in chief when this 
| diſcourſe was delivered, and as the ſame character can 
| be juſtly extended to all his Lordſhip's ſucceſſors in 

* America, it is with pleaſure that the Author renders 
1 this paragraph * which was at firſt A 


Maſt 
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Moſt of you were at firſt but a raw un- 
formed corps; and, from the manner of 
your being quartered, out in ſmall parties 
among the inhabitants of this city, diſtur- 
bances might have been expected. But 


quite the reverſe has been the caſe. No 
deeds of Violence have been offered. No 
complainings have been heard in our ſtreets; 


and your conduct has done honor to yout- 
ſelves; to your officers in general, and 
your worthy Commandant in particular. 
AL I ſhall add, then, on this head is, 
to beſeech you, by your hopes of the Goſ- 


pel-promiſes, to perſevere in the ſame duti- 


ful inoffenſive behaviour towards your fel- 


low- citizens, in all parts of your future 
conduct. And, as you can never be led 
to deeds of Violence by any authority ap- 
pointed over you, let it never be ſaid that 
your own choice or raſhneſs engaged you 


in them; ſo as to ſubject you to the ſevere 
and ſhameful puniſhments denounced a- 


gainſt them, by the laws of your country 


in this world, and by the Goſpel of Chriſt 8 


in the world to come. 
Tubus I have endeavoured to give the 


true meaning of the words do violence 
to no man.” I know there are ſome who 


” affect to undeſtand them in a more un- 


limited 5 
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limited ſenſe ; as containing a general pro- 
hibition of all Force and Arms whatſo- 
ever. But, in this, they are neither war- 
ranted by ſcripture nor reaſon. Nay, the 
very reverſe is evident from the text itſelf. 
Tun Soldiers, whom ſaint John ad- 
. dreſſes, received wages for fighting and 
bearing arms againſt the enemies of their 
coũntry. He expreſsly enjoins them to be 
content with thoſe wages. But this he 
never would have done, if the ſervice, which 
they performed as the condition of the 
wages, had been that identical Violence, 
: K which he ſo ſtrongly prohibits in the for- 
mer part of the verſe. They muſt indeed 
be very bold, who can charge the ſpirit of 
God with ſuch an abſurdity ! 
Bur the fact is that—to ſupport Juſtice, 
to maintain Truth, to defend the goods 
of Providence, to repreſs the wild fury of 
lawleſs Invaders, and by main force, if 
poſſible, to extirpate oppreſſion and wicked- 
neſs from the earth, has never been ac- 
counted Violence in any language or coun- 
try. On the contrary, it is _ to the 
public, and mercy to thouſands | 2 
Ix Society is of God's appointment, 
every thing eſſential to its ſubſiſtence mult 
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be ſo too; for he that ordains the end, 
ordains the means. But how ſhall Society 
ſubſiſt, if we are to ſubmit to the unrighte- 
ous encroachments of every reſtleſs Inva- 
der? If we are tamely to be plundered, 
tortured, maſſacred and deftr oy'd by thoſe 
who covet our poſſeſſions? has God given 
us his Goſpel, endowed us with reaſon, 
and made us fit for ſociety, only to put 
us in a worſe condition than the roaming 
Savage, or the Beaſt of prey? 
Wx all allow, in common caſes, that a 
public Robber may be ſubdued® by force 
or death, if other means fail. We grant 
alſo that thoſe who invade private proper- 
ty may be compelled to reſtitution at the bar 
of juſtice, But if independent ſtates have 
| Injured us, to what bar ſhall we cite them? 
who ſhall conſtrain them to appear at our 
ſummons ? or, if they ſhould appear, who 
ſhall oblige them to abide by the ſentence? 
open force, then, muſt. be the dernier re- 
ſort. And ſtrange it 1s that thoſe who are 
often ſo litigious in caſes of private right, 
ſhould affect to be the moſt paſſive in what 
concerns the rights of the community | 

IN ſhort, if human ſocieties are inſti- 
tuted for any end at all, independent ſtates 

„ may 
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may not only defend their rights when 
invaded; but if they are already deprived 
or defrauded of them, they may demand 
reſtitution in the loudeſt and moſt impor - 
tunate manner; even by calling for it in 
thunder at the very gates of their enemy. 
This is often the ſhorteſt and moſt mer- 
ciful method. Nor is it doing Violence to 
our neighbours, but juſtice to ourſelves, 
and to the cauſe of Right, Liberty, Virtue 
and public Safety; which would otherwiſe 
be left unavoidably to ſuffer. 
Ir were indeed fincerely to be wiſhed 
that the Goſpel of the bleſſed Jeſus might 
have ſuch an univerſal influence on the 
lives of all men, as to render it no more 
neceſſary to learn the art of war. But 
alas ! this is a degree of perfection not to 
be hoped for in the preſent ſtate of things, 
and only to be look'd for in the kingdom 
of univerſal Righteouſneſs, Were all men 
arrived to ſuch a degree of goodneſs as to 
render force unneceſſary, then alſo the 
magiſtracy, the laws and every thing elſe 
belonging to particular ſocieties in this 
world, would be a needleſs inſtitution. 
But as long as particular ſocieties are of 


any ule, ſo ng will force and arms be of 
| uſe. 
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uſe. For the very end of ſuch ſocieties i 18 


to unite the force of individuals, for ob- 


taining ſafety to the whole. 
War I have already ſaid will convince 
every reaſonable perſon that the words— 


do violence to no man—were never meant 


as a general prohibition of all force and 


arms; ſo often neceſlary in this embaraſſed 


ſcene of things. As for thoſe who from 


views of intereſt,” pretended ſcruples of 


conſcience, and I know not what prejudices 
of education, ſtill ſhut their eyes againſt 
the cleareſt light, I do not pretend to offer 
” arguments for their conviction. | 

Ir the barbarities that have been commit- 
ted around them ; if the cries of their 
murdered and ein g brethren ; if their 


country ſwimming in blood and involved 


in an expenſive war—if theſe things have 
not already pierced their ſtony hearts and 
convinced their deluded reaſon, that their 
principles are abſurd in idea and criminal 
in practice, I am ſure any thing I might 
fay farther, would have but little weight. 
I ſhall only beg leave to remind them, that 
they will have this cauſe to plead one day 
more before a tribunal, where ſabterfuges 
wil ſtand them 1 in no ſtead ; and where 1t 
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will be well if they are acquited, and no 

part Of the blood that has been ſpit 1 is re- 
juired at their hands. 

Havms found it neceſſary to dwell fo 
long on the former part of the text, I ſhall 
be very brief on what remains. 

Tux Chriſtian-ſoldier is forbid, in the ge- 
cond Place, to © accuſe any man falſely.” | 

To circumvent, to bear down, or to 
take away, the character of another, for 


the ſake of revenge, profit or preferment, 


is inflecd a crime of the moſt unpardonable 


nature. It ſeldom admits of any reparation, 
and ſtrikes at the very root of all peace and 


faith and ſociety among men. Surely, 
then, among a ſociety of ſoldiers, whoſe 
ſtrength conſiſts in their harmony, and 


whoſe peculiar character 1s their Honor 


and Veracity, fuch a pernicious vice ſhould 
be diſcouraged in an eminent degree, as 
tending to their immediate ruin, and 


odious bot th to God and Man. 


In the Third and laſt place, the Chriſ- 
tian-ſoldier is to be content with his wages. 
THis is alſo a very eſſential duty. No- 
thing ought to be more inviolable among 

men than the performance of their cove- 
nants. Now, between the Britiſh ſtate 
| and 
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and its ſoldiery, there is a covenant of the 
moſt ſacred nature. They voluntarily en- 


lſt into a certain ſervice for certain wages. 


Theſe wages are ſufficient for a comforta- 
ble ſubſiſtence. The Britiſh government 
has Mercy in its whole nature, and all its 
appointments are liberal. The wages of 
our common ſoldiery are almoſt equal to 
thoſe of the inferior officers in many 
other ſervices. Surely then, for them a- 
bove all others, to be diſcontented with 
thoſe wages, to neglect the duty - annexed 
to them, or to be faint-hearted in its per- 
formance, would argue the higheſt baſe- 
neſs. It would be breach of Faith, breach 
of honor, and a total want of every Se- 
nerous affection. 

MokkOVvER, to be content with oneꝰs 
Wages implies alſo a faithful application 
of them to the -uſes for which they are 
given. They are not to be ſpent in riot 
and intemperance, but in keeping the body 
neat, clean, healthy and vigorous for the 
diſcharge of its duty. Naſtineſs and ſloven- 
lineſs in dreſs or behaviour are ſure marks 
of a mean and daſtardly temper. The 
man who diſregards the care of his own 
perſon, which is the Image of his maker, 

15 can 
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can have neither ſpirit nor grace nor virtue 
2n him. It will be almoſt impoſſible to 
exalt his groveling Soul to the performance 
of any great or heroic action. . 
Ax as for intemperance, in a ſoldier; 
a vice of more ruinous conſequence can- 
not well be imagined; or rather it is a 
complication of all vices. For, not to ſay 
that it generally leads to thoſe acts of Vio- 
lence, ſo fully mentioned above, it is in 
itſelf a maniteſt violation of every tie be- 
tween the Soldier and his country. 
Tux Soldier, by the terms of his enliſt- 
ment, conſigns his health, ſtrength and 
ſervice to the public, in conſideration of 
his receiving certain wages. Now for him 
to ſpend thoſe wages in enervating or de- 
ſtroying that very health and ſtrength for 
which they are given him, would be rob- 
bery of the public! nay deſertion itſelf 
is not a greater crime; 3 and nothing but the 
mercy of our laws, in compaſſion to the 
frailties of human nature, could have made 
the puniſhment of the one leſs than that of 
the other. For a ſoldier may as well be 
found abſent from his poſt, or aſleep on it, 
as be found on it in a condition which 
renders him unfit for the duties of it. 


In 
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Ix ſhort, diſcontent, ſloth, murmuring 
and intemperance, have been the bane of 
many a powerful army, and have often 
drawn down the divine diſpleaſure, by 
giving them up to certain ruin. 

Uron the whole then, we may conclude 
from the text, that the particular duty of 
chriſtian ſoldiers conſiſts chiefly in—Obe- 
dience to thoſe who are appointed to com- 
mand them; a reſpectful inoffenſive Be- 
| haviour to thoſe who ſupport and maintain 
them; ſtrict Honor and unſhaken Veracity 

towards one another; Temperance, So- 
| briety, Cleanlineſs and Contentment in 
their private character ; and a ſteady, bold 
and cheerful diſcharge of whatever ſervice 
their King and Country may N of 
them. 

I ſaid that theſe things conſtitute the par- 
ticular duty of ſoldiers, conſidered as ſuch. 
But here let it be remembered, that no. 

ſpecial injunctions of this kind to any 
certain order of men can poſſibly exempt 
them from the general precepts of the goſ- 
pel. Tho' the text be addreſs'd particu- 
larly to the ſoldiers, conſidered in that cha- 
racter; yet as they are alſo Men and Crea- 
tures of God, they are equally called (in 
I = 
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the elevently verſe for inſtance) to the prac- 
tice of univerſal benevolence and charity, 
with the whole body of the people, where- * 
of they are a part, and to whom that 
verſe is directed. 
Tnus I have finiſhed what I propos'd 

from the text. 
Ap now, gentlemen Officers, you will 
permit me to addreſs the remainder of this 
diſcourſe more immediately to you. I know 
you love your King and Country. I know 
you regard thoſe men under your com- 
mand, and would wiſh to ſee them ſhining 
in the practice of thoſe virtues which I have 
been recommending. But yet, atter all, 
this muſt, in a great meaſure, depend upon 
yourſelves. 
Ix, then, you would deſire to have any 
tie upon their conſciences; if you would 
 wiſhto ſee them act upon principle, and give 
you any other hold of them than that of 

mere command—let me, Oh let me be- 
ſeech you, to cultivate and propagate a- 
mong them, with your whole influence and 
authority, a ſublime ſenſe of Religion, Eter- 
nity and Redeeming-Love! Let the bright 


Proſpetts of the Goſpel of Jeſus be placed 
| * full 


D/1.5:C:0108-E: W. eg. « 
full before their eyes; and let its holy pre- 
cepts be inculcated frequently into their 


"I hearts 8 


Box, above all things, let the adorable 
name of the everlaſting Jehovah be kept 
ſacred among you! Glorified angels fall 
proſtrate before it! The very devils 
themſelves tremble at it! And ſhall poor 
worms of earth; dependent on a pulſe for 
every breath of being; ſurrounded with 
dangers innumerable; marching forth 
in the very © ſhadow of death; to day 
here, and to-morrow in eternity——ſhall _ 
they dare to blaſpheme that holy name, be- 
fore which all nature bends m adoration 
_ and4awe? Shall they forget their abſolute 
dependence upon it for all they have, and 
all they hope to have? 
- ALas! when the Name of our Great 
Creator is become thus familiar, and pro- 
ſtituted to every common ſubject, what 
name ſhall we invoke in the day of dan- 
ger? to what refuge ſhall we fly amidſt 
the various preſſures of life? to whoſe 
mercy ſhall we lift up our eyes in the hour 
of death? and into whoſe boſom conſign 
our ſouls, when we launch n into the 
dark precincts of Eternity? 
8 "FE 2 ONCE 
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Oc more, then, I beſeech you, let the 
name of the Lord be holy among you; 


elſe have you no ſure foundation for vir- 


tue or goodneſs; none for dependence up- 
on providence; none for the ſanctity of an 
oath; none for faith, nor truth, nor © obe- 
dience for Conſcience-ſake.” 

NE xx to religion and a : ſovereign re- 
gard to the honor and glory of your great 
Creator, it will be of the utmoſt impor- 
tance to cultivate, in yourſelves and thoſe 
under you, a noble, manly and rational 
* Enthuſiaſm in the glorious cauſe wherein 


you are engaged; founded on a thorough 


conviction of its being the cauſe of Juſtice, 


the Proteſtant-cauſe, the cauſe of Virtue 
and Freedom on earth. 


ANIMATED by this ſublime principle, 
what wonders have not Britons perform- 
ed? How have they riſen, the terror of the 
earth; the protectors of the Oppreſled ; 
the avengers of Juſtice, and the ſcourge 


cf tyrants? How have the ſons of Rapine 
and Violence ſhrunk before them, con- 


founded and oerthrown'? Witneſs, ye Da- 
The author hopes to be excuſed in the uſe of 


this word, as here reſtricted and explained. He does 


not know another, that would convey his idea, to ſub- : 


ſtitute in its place. 


make 


Degen IV; .nn7 
nube and Sambre, and thou Boyn crim- 
ſon'd in blood! bear witneſs and ſay--what | 
was it that fired our Williams and our 
Marlboroughs to deeds of immortal re- 
nown? What was it that ſteeled their 
hearts with courage, and edged their {words 
with victory? Was it not, under God, an 
animating conviction of the juſtice of their 
_ cauſe, and an unconquerable paſſion for 
Liberty, and the pur 5 of the Proteſtant- 
fanth*? 

AnD do you think now, gentlemen, that 
the cauſe wherein you are engaged is leſs 
honorable, leſs important; or that leſs de- 
pends on the ſword you draw ? No gentle- 
men! I will pronounce it before Heav- 
ven and Earth, that from the days of our 
Alfreds, our Edwards and our Henries 
downwards, the Britiſh-ſword was never 


* Never were the noble effects of this ſublime princi- 
ple ſo conſpicuous as at the glorious battle of the Boyn. 
Here our great deliverer king William, with a ſmall _ 
army routed a much ſuperior, and perhaps otherwiſe a 
better one. There was only this difference. The one 
fought for liberty, for religion, and their country ; and 
were ardent in their cauſe, from a conviction of its 
juſtice. The other fought in defence of tyranny, 
having little of their own to loſe, and no ſteady prin- 
"ou to act upon. 


x 43 | mp un- 
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unſheathed in a more glorious or more di- 


vuine cauſe than at preſent ! 


Look round you ! behold a country, 


_ vaſt in extent, merciful in its climate, exu- 


berant in its ſoil, the ſeat of plenty, the 
garden of the Lord ! behold it given'to us 


and to our poſterity, to propagate Virtue, : 


of our poſterity ! ! 


to cultivate uſeful arts, and to ſpread a- 


broad the pure Evangelical Religion of 


Jeſus ! behold colonies founded in it! Pro- 


_ Zeſtant Colonies! Free Colonies! Britiſb Co- 


lonies! Behold them exulting in their Li- 
berty ; ; Aouriſhing in Commerce; the Arts | 


and Sciences planted in them ; the Goſpel 


preached ; and in ſhort the ſeeds of happi- 
neſs and glory firmly rooted, and growing | 


up among them 


Bur, turning from this proſpect for a 


moment, look to the other hand! direct 


your eyes to the weſtward ! there behold 
Popiſh Perfidy, French Tyranny, and Savage 
Baybarity, leagued in triple combination, 
advancing to deprive us of thoſe exalted 
Bleſſings, or to circumſcribe us in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of them, and make the land too 
ſmall for us and the Increaſing multitude 


* 
c 
w». = 
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On Britons! Oh Chriſtians! what a 
proſpect is this ! tis odious to the view, and 
horrible to relate. See, in the van, a {ſet « 
of fierce Savages hounded forth againſt us, 
from their dark lurking places; brandiſh- 
Ing their murderous knives ; ſparing nei- 
ther age nor ſex; neither the hoary fire, 
nor the hopeful ſon ; neither the tender 
virgin, nor the helpleſs babe. Ten thou- 
ſand furies follow behind and cloſe up the 
ſcene! grim Superſtition, lording it over 
| Conſcience ! bloody Perſecution, ſhaking 
her iron ſcourge ! and gloomy Error, ſe- 
ducing the unwary ſoul! while, in the 
midft; and all around, is heard the voice 
of Lamentation and Mourning and Woe; 
Religion bleeding under her ſtripes ! Vir- 
tue baniſhed into a corner! Commerce 

bound in chains, and Liberty in fetters of 
iron! | 
Bur look again, gentlemen ! between 
us and thoſe evils, there 1s yet a ſpace or 
gap left! and, in that gap, among others, 
you ſtand ; a glorious phalanx ! a royal 
_ regiment! a royal American regiment ! la 
regiment formed by the beſt of Kings for 
the nobleſt of purpoſes! and formed to 


tires, perhaps, for theſe purpoſes, the 
I 4 aven- 
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avengers of Liberty and protectors of juſ- 


tice in this new world, throughout all 


generations . 

AND now is not my aſſertion proved? 
Confider'd i in this light, does it not appear 
to yourſelves that never, from the firſt of 
time, was a body of Britons engaged in a 
more glorious cauſe than you are at pre- 


_ ſent; nor a cauſe on whole iſſue more de- 


pends? You are not led forth by wild am- 


bition, nor by ill- grounded claims of right, 


nor by falſe notions of glory. But, con- 
fign'd to you is the happineſs of the pre- 
ſent age and of late poſterity. You wear 


upon your ſwords every thing that is dear 


and valuable to us, as Men and as Chri- 
ſtians. And upon your ſucceſs it depends, 
perhaps, whether the pure religion of the 
goſpel, ſtreaming uncorrupted from its 
ſacred ſource, rational, moral and divine, 


together with liberty and all its concomi- 
tant bleſſings, ſhall finally be extended 
cover theſe American regions; or whether 
they ſhall return into the bondage of 1do- 


latry, and darkneſs of error for ever! 

In ſuch an exalted and divine cauſe, let 
your hearts betray no doubts nor unmanly 
fears. Tho the proſpect may look dark 

againſt 
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againſt us, and tho' the Lord may juſtly 
think fit to puniſh us for our fins, yet we 
may firmly truſt that he will not wholly 
give up the Proteſtant-cauſe; but that it is 
his gracious purpoſe, in due time, to add 
to the reformed church of Chriſt, the 
Heathen for an inheritance, and the utter- 
molt parts of the earth for a poſſeſſion.” _ 
Go forth, then, with humble boldneſs, 
as men conſcious that their deſigns are ap- 
prov'd of God. And oh! it perchance 
your feet ſhall touch thoſe fields that have 
already drank in the blood of the Slain, 
and have beheld your brethren expiring in 
all the variety of woe—gently, oh gently 
tread among their * uncottin'd bones! drop 


4 
* The body of men to which this diſcourſe was de- 
livered, were expected to have gone directly againſt 
Fort du Queſne on the Ohio, but were obliged to act 
only on the defenſive for that year. A great part of 
them, however, were preſent at the reduction of the 
place the year following, under Brigadier-General 
Forbes, who, to his immortal honor, literally fulfilled 
what is here hinted at. For, having happily got poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Fort in November, 1758, a large part of 
his army was ſent to Braddock's field on the banks of 
the Monongahela to bury the ſad remains of the dead 

that had lain there upwards of three years. This | 

was truly a moving and very ſolemn ſcene ; made yet 1 

more ſo by the tears of ſundries who had loſt their fa- 

thers, brothers and deareſt relatives in that fatal f pot. 
There is an account of ſuch a burying as this in the 
Roman hiſtory, painted in very moving terms by Taci- 
a 5 | tus; 
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a tear over their ſcattered aſhes ; and give 
3 a moment's pauſe for reflection It will 
touch the heart with tenderneſs, and be a 
fruitful ſource of much uſeful thought. 
It will give freſh vigor to every arm, * 

new ardor to every breaſt! 

To ſee one of our ſpecies mangled and 
torn in pieces is horrible! to ſee a Briton, 
1 a Proteſtant, our friend, our neighbour, 
ſo uſed, is more horrible ſtill ! but to think 
that this ſhould be done, not to one but to 
thouſands; and done in an unguarded 
hour; and done without provocation; and 
done with all the aggravation of infernal 
torture; and done by ſavages; and by 
ſavages whom we have cheriſhed in our 
boſom ; and by ſavages ſtirred up againſt 
us contrary to the faith of treaties; and 
ſtirred up by men profeſſing the name of 
chriſtians-—-good heaven! what is it? 
words cannot paint the anguiſh of the 


tus; who tells us. that Germanicus and his ſoldiers, hav- 

ing come near the foreſt of Teutoburgium, where by re- 

port the bones of Varus and the legions had lain fix Years 
unburied, they became poſſeſſed with a tenderneſs to 

pay the laſt offices to their countrymen, In perform- 

ing this ſad duty, „no one, ſays he, could diſtinguiſh 

* whether he gathered the particular remains of a ſtran- 
ger, or thoſe of a Kinſman; but all conſidered the whole 

as their friends, the whale: as their relations, with 


heightened reſentments * the foe.” 
thought 1 


o 
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thought; and human nature ſtartles from 
i with accumulated horror! 0 
'Rist Indignation! riſe Pity ! riſe Patri- 
otiſm! and thou Lord God of Righteouſ- 
neſs, riſe ! avenge our bleeding cauſe ! ſup- 
port Juſtice, and extirpate perfidy and cruel- 
ty from the earth! inſpire thoſe men, who 
now go forth for their King and Country, 
with every ſpark of the magnanimity of 
their forefathers! the ſame our cauſe, the 
ſame be its iſſue! Let our enemies know 
that Britons will be Britons ſtill, in every 
clime and' age! and let this American world 
behold alſo thy Salvation; the work of the 
Lord for his. Inheritance! Even ſo; riſe 
Lord God of Hoſts! riſe quickly! Amen 
and Amen. 3 
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A PRAYER 


On the ſame Octaſion. 


r 


AT HER of all! preſerver of all! 
Judge of all! thou Firſt and Beſt of 
Beings! all praiſe and glory be aſcribed un- 
to thee, who haſt made us capable of ſeek- 
ing and loving thee; and haſt invited us to 
fly to the throne of thy Mercy for aid and 
direction in all our undertakings, and de- 
liverance in all our dangers. Surely that 
heart muſt be loſt to every nobler feeling 
'& that does not ſee and adore thy unſpeakable 
goodneſs towards the children of men— | 
Wr ſee and we adore it, O thou King 
of Nations! ſtruck with the tranſcendent 
Majeſty of thy perfections, conſcious of 
our own unworthineſs, and relying on the 
merits of thy ever bleſſed Son, we proſ- 
trate ourſelves in the duſt before thy glo- 
rious preſence; fearing, yet loving; tremb- 
ling, yet adoring! | 
Wr confeſs, O Lord! that thou haſt 
done wonderful things for us and for our 
fathers! thou haſt indeed given us a 
n 
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goodly heritage; and the power of thy 


glory, hath often ſupported us ſignally i * 


the days of ouf danger. But alas! our in- 


gratitude has increaſed in proportion to 


thy Mercies, and all forts of tranſgreſſions 
have ſpread themſelves wider and wider a- 
mong us. Thou haſt viſited us for theſe 


things, and ſent thy Judgments upon. the 


earth, but ſtill we have not learned Righ- 


teouſneſs; and juſtly might our unworthi- 


neſs provoke, thee to remove from us our 
ineſtimable en both civil and re- 
ligious. 

Yer ſtill, tho' we "Foy finned againſt 
heaven and before thee, we will truſt in 


thy paternal mercy and we know in what 


we truſt. Thine ear is not heavy that it 


cannot hear, nor thy hand ſhortened that 


it cannot ſave; and there is ſufficiency in 
the blood of the Redeemer! ſuffer us there- 
fore, O merciful Father, in this day of 
our viſitation, to throw ourſelves upon the 
merits of the ever-hleſſed Jeſus; humbled 
under thy chaſtiſements ; confeſſing and 
bewailing our paſt offences, both public 
and private ; and 8 thy divine 
grace to revive among us a ſpirit of pri- 
mitive piety, en, "ay virtue ! 


Bur 
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Bur oh! above all, and as the founda- 
tion of all, inſpire us with an awful reve- 
rence of thy glorious majeſty. Give us 
an unſhaken Loyalty to our gracious ſo- 
vereign ; and a prevailing love and vene- 
ration for our excellent Conſtitution, civil 
and religious | and as often as we are cal- 
led more immediately to appear in defence 
of it, O grant that, in ſuch a glorious 
cauſe, we may betray no unmanly fears; 
but act the part of Britons and of Free- 
men; going forth devoted either to death 
or to victory; and ſcorning a life that is to 
be purchaſed at the expence of the Pro- 
teſtant „ and our N ational Privile- 
ges! 
BLess and long preſerve our rightful 
ſovereign King George! Bleſs his royal 
family and all his alhances! furround him 
with Councillors of a true uncorrupted 
Britiſh Spirit; men ſagacious to diſcover, 
and ſtedfaſt to purſue, their country's Good. 
Guard him from i conſpiracies againſt 
his perſon and govern ment; whether ſecret 
or more open. May his sdminiſtration be 
ſteady ! ſteady in the cauſe of liberty! 
ſteady in promoting the public welfare 
ſteady in oppoſing the enemies of our 
LET ; 
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Zion! and may the gates of hell never 
Prevail againſt jt! 

Fox this end, 0 Lord, give Kaoolh to 
his arms both by ſea and land, and favor 
our righteous cauſe! give courage, con- 
duct and integrity to our commanders, 
and © thoſe who turn the battle from our 
gates. In a particular manner, bleſs all 
thoſe who go forth for the Proteſtant-caule, 
in this American World! make them in- 
ſtrumental in preſerving among us, and 
| ſpreading abroad to the remoteſt parts of 


05 the habitable earth, the precious Bleſſings 


of Liberty and undefiled Religion. And 
thou that ſtilleſt the rage of the ocean, and 
the tumults of the people, ſpeak peace to 
the rage of our implacable and ſavage foes, 
and bring this expenſive war to a ſafe and 
ſpeedy iſſue! May we ſoon be delivered 
from all our fears, and peace be reſtored 
in all our borders. 
May theſe men here preſent, whanow 
go forth in our cauſe,” be returned ſafe to 
our friendſhip, crowned with triumph and 
victory. And then may they and we to- 
gether ſerve and adore thee without fear, 
in holineſs and righteouſneſs before thee, 
all the remainder of our days! Hear us, 
| EY i O 
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O heavenly father, for thy ſon Jeſus 
_ Chriſt's ſake, to whom with thee and the 
Holy Ghoſt, one God, Bethe kingdom and 


the power and the glory, world without þ 


end. Amen. 


. 
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DISCOURSE v. 


On the Planting the Sciences in A- 
merica, and the Propagation of 
hriſt s Goſpel over the untutored 
Parts of the Earth. 


| e before the Truſtees, Maſters, Stu- 
_ dents and Scholars of the College and 
Academy of PauIiLADELPHIA, May 17, 
1757. Being the firſt anniverſary Com- 
mencement in that place. 


With a Charge, delivered in the Afternoon of 
the ſame Day, to the Candidates who then ob- 
tained their Degrees. | 
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Ah of me and I ſhall give thee the ad” 
for thine inheritance, and the  uttermoſt 
abe of the earth for thy poſſe eon. | 


* 


HIS Pſalm is one of the moſt ex- 
act Allegories of all antiquity. Un- 
der the hiſtory of David's being raiſed 
from a low condition, and eſtabliſned on 
the throne of Iſrael, in oppoſition to all 
the efforts of the kings and rulers of the 
earth, who combined. themſelves againſt 
the Lord and his anointed, is delivered a 
moſt illuſtrious prediction of the propaga- 
tion and final eſtabliſhment of Chriſt's 
kingdom; and the exaltation of one of 
David's royal race to ſit upon the throne 
of glory, and to rule over all the nations 
of the earth, in oppoſition to the combin- 
ed powers of Darkneſs and Satan. 

THE Lord declared his firm decree— 
Vet have I ſet my king upon my holy 
hill of Sion. Thou art my Son; this day 
have 1 begotten thee, Al of me and I 

K 2  *F ſhall 
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ſhall give thee the Heathen for thine in- 
heritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the 


earth for thy poſſeſſion :” The meaning of 


which is, according to all the Commen- 
tators 

'Tyov art my Son Jeſus ! | This day have 
I-anointed thee king over all the world; 
which thou haſt purpoſed to redeem. .. Go 2 
on ; compleat the great eternal ſcheme, 
and thereby eſtabliſh for thyſelf a kingdom 


of everlaſting holineſs, In vain ſhall the 


nations rage. In vain ſhall their proud 
leaders, Herod, Pontius Pilate, the Phari- 
ſees and rulers of Iſrael, combine them- 
ſelves againſt thee, as Saul and the kings 
of the earth, did againſt. David of. old. 
In vain ſhall they ſeek to dethrone thee; 


to cut thee off from the earth, and to 


cruſh thy kingdom in its birth. My eter- 
nal purpoſes are. fixed. 'The right hand 
of my power ſhall be thy ſtrength and 
guide, It ſhall defeat all the machinations 
of thy enemies, and raiſe thee even from 
the habitations of the dead, to thine in- 
heritance in the manſions of glory. There 
ſhalt thou dwell for ever, and thy king- 


dom ſhall n and flouriſh, till all the 


nations 
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nations of the earth are brought under 
thy government 1 | 
On moſt glorious tn Oh moſt 
triumphant conſideration, to thoſe who 
believe the Goſpel of Jeſus, © to be the 
power of God unto ſalvation I” How muſt 
it rejoice them to be affured, not only from 
the words of my text, but many other 
clear paſſages of ſcripture, that the Saving 
Influences of this Goſpel, are to be ex- 
tended over all the dark parts of the earth? 
And how mult this joy be encreaſed when 
it appears that the happy period is not 
only nigh at hand, but even begun to be 
accompliſhed in this our day ? | 
CHRISTIANITY Was firſt revealed and 
embraced in the eaſtern parts of the world. 
Like the Sun, there it roſe; and, like him, 
_ advancing Weſtward thro' the nations, 
diffuſed light and love and joy, wherever 
its rays could pierce the thick clouds of 
error and barbariſm. At length, it croſſed 
the vaſt Atlantic; and, in the ſettlement of 
theſe colonies, a large inheritance was ad- 
ded to the Kingdom 06 Jeſus, in the re- 
moteſt parts of the weſt. 
*T1s true, there is yet an immenſe depth 
of this continent, whoſe forlorn inhabi- 
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tants have never had any opportunity to 
hear the © glad tidings of ſalvation; and, 
of thoſe who have been bleſt with ſuch 
an opportunity, few, very few, have turn- 
ed a liſtening ear to the joyful ſound. - 
Bur © the promiſes of God in Chriſt are 
all Yea and Amen.“ We may be ſure that 
the time will come, when the Heathen 
around us ſhall be gathered into his fold, 
under the great Shepherd and Biſhop of 
Souls. And tho' the meaſures, hitherto 
uſed, have not proved effective of that 
glorious end, in any large degree; yet it is 
our duty to continue our beſt endeavours. 
For who knows either the time when, or the 
means by which, the Lord may be pleaſed 
to accompliſh his own eternal promiſes? 
Fur Converſion of nations has often, 
before now, been brought about when but 
leaſt expected, and by means which, to 
human foreſight, ſeemed the leaſt probable. 
One fingle Savage, fully convinced of the 
Truth of Chriſtianity, and truly animated 
by its ſublime ſpirit may perhaps, thro' the 
wer of the living God, at ſome future 
period, be rendered an apoſtle to the reſt, 
and an inſtrument of turning thouſands 
from the ways of darkneſs and the power 
4 at of 


* 
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of Satan, to the marvellous light of Chriſt ; 
* that they may receive forgiveneſs of ſins, 
and an inheritance among them which are 
ſanctified by faith that is in Hum.” , 

INNUMERABLE other methods beſides 
this are in the providence of that God, 
whoſe power, who ſhall tell? It is impoſ- 
ſible, however, but, in his own appointed 

time, he mult give a bleſſing to the pious 

_ endeavours that are continually uſed for 

the propagation of the Goſpel of Chriſt 

in this weſtern world. 

Tur unwearied labors of the vend/itte 
Society incorporated for this purpoſe ; the 
great expence they cheerfully undergo to 
plant and ſupport Chriſtianity here the 
many other pious Societies lately erected, 
with the ſame benevolent and godlike views; 

the Cultivation of the Sciences, and the 
founding Seminaries of Learning among 
ourſelves—theſe, all together, muſt in time 
light up ſuch a blaze of knowlege, as 
cannot fail, thro' divine grace, to burn and 
catch and ſpread, like ſome wide conflagra- 
tion, till it has finally reached and illumi- 
nated the remoteſt parts of this eee 
continent. 


R TiME 
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_ Tims will not permit me to make par- : 
ticular mention of all the Inſtitutions of 
religious knowlege, already begun in this 
New World; nor would it be neceſſary 
to yOu: As little do I think it neceſſary, 
at preſent, to enter into any further ex- 
planation of the text, compared with thoſe 
other paſſages of ſcripture, whieh foretel 
the final Converſion of the Heathen, and 
ſeem to have a particular reference to our 
- ſituation on this continent, There is, in- 
deed, a beautiful harmony among the ſa- 
+ cred writers, to this purpoſe ; and it would 
be a moſt delightful exerciſe to trace it 
out. But, the preſent occaſion leads me 
to proſecute my ſubject in another light; 
and this I do the more cheerfully, as 1 
perſuade myſelf that you all believe the 
General Doctrine of the text; namely — 
© THAT it is the eternal purpoſe of 
God, in his own good time, to bring the 
Heathen around us to the knowlege of 
his bleſſed Goſpel, thro' the grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” All, then, that re- 
mains for me at preſent, is: 
FIRST, to obſerve to you that the pro- 
pagation of Science (thro' the eſtabliſh- 
ment of ſeminaries of Learning on this 
con- 
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continent) will probably be the moſt effe e. 
tual human means of eee ſo 
glorious an end. 

SECONDLY, in this view of thingy 
: and ſurely I can find none higher—to be- * 
ſpeak your continued favour and Protec- * 
tion of this infant Seminary. _—_ 

Now, on the firſt head, it will js ne- 
cellary to give ſome account of the Hu- 
man Sciences, in order to ſnew their ſub- 1 
ſerviency to the great Science of Chriſti- . 
anity, and their tendency to promote its 1, 
intereſts. And, that this may be done win i 
the mare preciſion and clearneſs, I ſhall 8 
recur to firſt principles. : 

Ir we conſult the conſtitution of our 
nature, we ſhall find ourſelves, in every 
purſuit, actuated by the deſire of Happi- 
neſs, and determined to account every 
thing more or leſs valuable, as it contri- 1 
butes more or leſs to that end. + 

HappINEss, however, is a complex thing, 
compounded of many ingredients; ang 
the road to attain it has its labyrinths and 
windings, not to be travelled, but with 
caution and foreſight. For man, being 
made up of ſoul and body, ſuſtains a 
double relation, and 1s capable of a double 


2 1 
N |. 
T4 
14 *9 7 
1 bs 
1 
1 
Py . 
WM! 
. "" 1 
; mn 
; 148 
4 ; 
1 "IT 
2 ' 16 
8 
a l 
1 
4 4 
j 
| 
5 


1 
5 


. 


"* 3 458 BISeGSUR s E v. 
1 Feind of pleaſure; there being a variety of 
5 objects ſuited to the variety of his affec- 
— *'. - tions, paſſions and tempers, when in their 
—Y ſound moral ſtate. His Happineſs, there- 
dore, muſt evidently depend on making a 
XK. right eſtimate of theſe objects, and main- 
* 7 taining this ſound temperament of conſti- 
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tution; ſo as to purſue each of them with 

+ 2 Geprec of force commenſurate to their 
% - reſpective values, or tendencies to give _ 
7, ure; | 
Hewes, then, ever enables a man 
duly to eſtimate the moment of things, and 


1 : to frame his conduct agreeably, muſt be 


conſidered as an engine of his happineſs, and 

zs to be valued proportionably. It follows, 
therefore, that thoſe reſearches which bring 

him acquainted with himſelf, the ends, uſes 

2 and meaſures of his ſeveral powers and 
[ movements, together with the ends and 
uſes of the various objects with which he 

4 ſtands connected, muſt be a main ſpring 
of his happineſs; and, in this view, may 

. de denominated his true Wiſdom, the firſt and 

great Philoſophy ; or that glorious Syſtem 

of Knowledge, which gives him his chief 
Inc over the brutes, and exalts 
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him to the ſupreme perfection and n 


"enjoyment of his nature ! 

'OrTnxr Sciences may have mel uſe, as 
matters of ornament or amuſement, But 
whenever they interfere with this grand 
Science of Life and Manners, they are to 
be diſregarded as empty trifles; ſubjects 
at beſt but of vain curioſity, o or unavaling 

ſpeculation. 

ISI ALI, therefore, endeavour to diſtin- 
niſi the True from the Falſe, the ſpuri- 

- ous parts of Knowlege from thoſe of ge- 
nuine growth, by pointing out to you the 
eſſential branches of this great Maſter- 

Science. In doing this, let us never loſe 
ſight of the fundamental principle already 
kad down, namely that every part of 
knowlege, (human knowlege I ſpeak of ) 
derives its value from its tendency to in- | 
form us— 1 
« Quid ſumus, & quidnam victuri gignimur—” 
What we are, and whither deſtined ; what x 
our conſtitution and connexions; and what . 
our duties in conſequence thereof. 

Wuor vr ſets out on this enquiry will, 
in the firſt inſtance, be ſtruck with the 
vaſtneſs of the undertaking, and the in- 
ſufficiency of his own abilities. Human 
| | nature, 
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nature, and the various natures around it, 
are a copious ſubject. Life is ſhort, and 
each man's own experience too ſcanty to 


trace for himſelf the relations and fitneſs 
of things; to examine into all Moral and 


= © Phyſical Qualities ; and, from thence, 'to 


deduce the Rules of Conduct, and aſcer- 
tain the true Path of Happineſs. Like a 
traveller in a ſtrange country, he will, 
therefore, be glad to enquire his way of 
others; and make all poſſible uſe of the 
experience of thoſe who, with honour and 
ſucceſs, have travelled the path of life be- 
fore him. He will endeavour to avail 
himſelf equally of the good and bad for- 
tune of thoſe whoſe courſe is finiſned, and 
ſtrive to bring all Antiquity under Contri- 
bution to him for wiſdom. * _» 

Bur how could this be done, if there 
were not. ſome method of preſerving, and 
poſſeſſing ourſelves of, the experience of 


_ others ? And here we ſee the uſe of 
Languages and Writing. Nevertheleſs an 
acquaintance with all ſorts of languages 


would be almoſt as difficult an acquiſition, 
as the particular examination of all ſorts 
of things. Hence then, it became neceſſary | 
for the Learned to * on ſome Univerſal 
Lan- 


13 
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Language or Languages, as the grand chan- 


nel or inſtrument of conveying their experi- 
ences, obſervations and concluſions, con- 
cerning the conduct of life and the truth 


af things. 8 ibs 
Now Greek and Latin have FOR choſen © 


for theſe purpoſes, on ſeveral ſubſtantial 
accounts. For, not to mention that many 

of the nobleſt productions of ancient ge- 
nius were originally written in theſe lan- 


guages, it is to be obſerved that dead lan- 
guages are more durable, and leſs fluctu- 
ating, than living ones ; and, beſides this, 


living nations, jealous of each other, would 


think it too great a mark of diſtinction to 
chuſe the: language of any particular na- 
tion among them, as the grand channel 


of knowlege and experience. 


Wr ſee, then, that an acquaintance with 
what is called the Learned Languages is ſtill © 
juſtly conſidered as a part of liberal edu- 


cation, and a neceſſary introduction to the 
ſciences. For, tho' words, abſtractly con- 


ſidered, cannot in themſelves add to our 


knowlege, yet as the Means of conveying 


and acquiring knowlege, they will be 

ſtudied by all thoſe who, to their own ex- 

Periener, would add the experience of thoſe 
Who 


SB 
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ho have lived in former ages; or, living in 


ence of others. 


. 


the preſent, can no otherwiſe render the 
fryits of their enquiries uſeful to mankind, 
than by language and writing.“ 


» @NEveRTHELESsS, a perſon, who knows 
» himſelf endued with | reaſon and under- 


ſtanding, will not be content to take his 
knowlege entirely at ſecond hand. On 
ſubjects ſo important as the nature and 
fitneſs of tHings, and the Summum Bonum 


of man, he will not care to rely wholly. on 


a Hiſtorical knowlege, founded on the 
Experience and Teſtimony of others; how- 
ever much his labors may be ſhortened 
thereby. He will think it his duty to ex- 


amine for himſelf, and to acquire a Moral 


and Phyſical knowledge; founded on his 


_ own Experience and Obſervation. 


Tris is what we call Philoſophy in ge- 


neral; comprehending in it the knowlege 


of all things Human and Divine, ſo far 
as they can be made the objects of our 


Thee author found it neceſſary to be thus parti- 
cular in explaining the uſe of the Learned Languages ; 
ſome regarding them as a needleſs part of education,; and 
others conſidering them as all the education neceſſary 
to a ſcholar: opinions equally prejudicial to the advance- 
ment of Sound Knowlege, Under this head, it is ob- 
vious that he means to include Hiftory, both natural and 
civil; i, e. whatever can be obtained from the Experi- 


preſent 
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pn enquiries. Now the genuine 
branches of this Philoſophy or great ſyſtem 
of Practical Wiſdom, together with the 

neceſſary inſtrumental parts thereof, may 

be included under the following general 
heads; it appear ing to me that the nature 
of things admits of no more. 1 

1. LANGUAGES, &c. which have been al- 

| ready mentioned rather as an Inſtrument or 

Means of Science, than a Branch thereof. 

 LoGic and Metaphyſics, or the Sci- 

ence of the Human mind; unfolding its 

\ powers and directing its 1 and 

reaſonings. 

3. NATURAL Philoſophy, Mathematics, 
and the reſt of her beautiful train of ſub- 
ſervient arts, inveſtigating the Phyſical , 
properties of Body; explaining the various 
phænomena of Nature; and teaching us 
to render her ſubſervient to the eaſe and 
ornament of Life. 
4. MoraAL Philoſophy; ; 3 all the 
above to the buſineſs and boſoms of men ; 
deducing the laws of our conduct from 
our ſituation in life and connexions with 
the Beings around us; ſettling the whole 
Oecanomy of the will and Aﬀections; 
eſtabliſhing the 7 minancy of Reaſon 


and 


© 
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and Conſcience; and guiding us to Hep- 
paineſs, thro the practice of "hy | 
55. RneToRIC, or the art of n 
Compoſition, juſt Elocution, and ſound 
3 Criticiſm; teaching us how to cloath our 
mwiſdom in the moſt amiable and inviting 
4 * garb; how to give life and ſpirit to our 
” _ Jdeas, and make our knowlege of the 
, greateſt benefit to ourſelves and others; 
and laſtly, how to enjoy thoſe pure intel- 
lectual pleaſures, reſulting from a juſt taſte 
_ :. for polite letters, and a true reliſh for the 
p prightly Wit, the rich Fancy, the noble 
; 3 Pathos, and the marvellous Sublime, ſhin- 
3 ing forth in the works of the moſt celebrat- 
add Poets, Philoſophers, Hiſtorians and 
, Orators, with beauties ever : pleaſing, ever 
new. 
Tunis laſt mentioned part of literary ac- 
9 compliſhment, like the firſt, I grant, is 
to be conſidered rather as an Inſtrument, 
than a Branch, of Science. But if the 
above definition be juſt, you will not won- 


der that we ſeparate it from Languages, 


as being of much higher nature than they; 
and even place the ſtudy of it after all 
the other Sciences, as neceſſary and ſubſer- 


vient to its perfection. 1 
Tur 
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Tux materials of every rk muſt 6 


before the work itſelf; and Compoſition; 


from one's own ſtock, can hardly be begun 
before Philoſophy and the Sciences have en- 
riched the underſtanding, ripened the judg- 
ment and furniſhed the Materials or Topics. 
Wx Rx any further arguments neceſſary 
to juſtify this diſpoſition of Rhetoric and 


Compoſition, I might quote the au- 


thority of the greateſt maſter * which anti- 
quity can boaſt. In the beginning of his 
inimitable Tr eatiſe on the Sublime, he does 
not propoſe his noble precepts of fine writ- 
ing to raw youths, to be read with the 
rules of grammar, but avdpar: TOMATO 
that is (as I underſtand the words) * men 
- converſant in public life,” who have laid a 


foundation in the Sciences, and whoſe 


| buſineſs it is now become to Think, Speak, 
Write and Act for the General Good. | 
Tus I have given a ſketch of the Capi- 
tal branches of Human Science; and all 
of them are profeſſed and taught in this 


Inſtitution . But there is yet one Science be- 


hind neceſſary to compleat all the reſt, and 

without which they will be found at beſt 

but very defective and unſatisfactory. Tis 

ie e HED L. the 
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the Science of Chriſtianity and the great 
Myſtery of Godlineſs; that fabl: 


loſophy, into which even the angels them 
ſelves deſire to be further initiated! | 

Now, if there were no connexion be- 
tween the aforeſaid Sciences, and this Di- 


W 


vine one laſt mentioned; or did we ſtop 
an at the former, without applying all 


to the latter; we ſhould be building up 
2 ourſelves ſtructures. of eminent = * 


foundations of rottenneſs. | i 

Buy, bleſſed be God! all who hens a5 
knowlege of this inſtitution will acquit 
us of ſuch a charge. For, tho its wide 
and generous foundation allows equal in- 
dulgence to Proteſtant denominations of all 


, forts, without adopting the particular modes 
" of any; yet there is not a greater regard 


paid to religion, pure evangelical: religion, 
in any ſeminary, in the world than here. 


W have forms of prayer, peculiarly 
well adapted to our own circumſtances, 


twice every day; and the morning is al- 


ways begun with reading ſome portion of 


the holy ſcriptures; all which is done be- 
fore the whole youth aſſembled. And 
when they have arrived at their higheſt 
Jt in — and * we are 

far 
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far from in zucling them to think that their 
education is * Enilhed. On the contrary, 

we ſtrive to ſhew them the connexion be- 

tween the precepts of ſound reaſon and tze 
morality of the goſpel; and teach them 
that, when Human Science has done its 
utmoſt, it is from this laſt ſource that they  * 
muſt complete their knowlege and dra 
ſuperior wiſdom. Nor do we now find 
our labors difficult in this reſpect, For 
ſuch an acquaintance with the Sciences, as 

is mentioned above, is ſo far from damping 
the ardor of religious knowlege, that it is 
inflamed more and more thereby; which is 
one convincing argument of the ſtrong and 
immediate connexion between them. 

WERx it neceſſary to be particular on 
this head, I might mention the example of 
the greateſt and beſt Philoſophers of every 

age; who have always been the moſt de- 
vout men. Far from being puffed up with 

the pride of human learning, or “ aſham- 
ed of the - Goſpel of Chriſt,” they have 
made it their glory, and acknowleged it to 
contain the only infallible rules of their 
conduct in this life, and the only founda- 
tion of their hope in that which is to 
come. It is ſaid of the great Sir Iſaac 
wk L 2 Newton py 
5 
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Newton that, tho he entered further into 


the depths of philoſophy than ever mortal 
before = yet he accounted the Scriptures 
of God to be the moſt ſublime Philoſophy ; 
and never mentioned his Creator's name 
without an awful pauſe of aderation, won- 


der and ſelf-abaſement! 


Tux further we puſh our enquiries into | 


nature, the more we ſhall be convinced of the 
greatneſs of its author, and the inſufficiency 


of unenlightened Reaſon. We ſhall find 


many things of the utmoſt importance for 
us to know, Which yet will baffle all our 
efforts, and elude our moſt eager reſearches. 


The creation and various revolutions of the 
world; the fall and redemption of man; the 
laſt judgment and an immortality to come; 


are ſubjects 1 in which no human wiſdom 


could inſtruct us, unleſs the Lord had been 
pleaſed to reveal himſelf concerning them. 
AND yet what is all the Philoſophy in 
the world compared to a knowlege i in theſe 
points? Where 1s its ſublimity, or what is 
its ſignificancy to us, if it affords us no 
infallible rule of duty at preſent, and no 
ground of hope hereafter? if it leaves us 
in the dark concerning our own original, 


the means of ſalvation from lin and miſery, | 


and 
. 
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and the immortal ſtate of our ſouls f in the 
untried periods „„ | 
Wuar joy, then, muſt it yield a ſin- 
cere Enquirer, to be ſufficiently informed 
upon theſe important ſubjects, by a reve- 
lation from God himſelf? Can he neglect 
or deſpiſe ſuch an awful ſyſtem? or will he 
. not rather take it to his boſom, ſearch in- 
to its depths, and reverence it as “con- 
taining the words of eternal life,” and be- 
ing the richeſt legacy which heaven come 
give, or earth receive? | 
Sven a Revelation and ſuch a Legacy 
are the Scriptures of God. In all the 
ſimplicity of truth and beauties of majeſ- 
ty, they deliver thoſe rules by which we 
are to live here and be judged hereafter. 
| Containing doctrines the moſt rational and 
_ exalted, precepts the moſt humane _ 
important, a ſtile the moſt rich and 
ſuaſive, abounding in all the variety 5 
tropes and figures, and © ſharper arg a 
two-edged Sword,” the ſcriptures are cal- 
culated to ſeize and purity the affections , 
to enlighten and exalt the underſtanding ; 
to alarm and rouſe the conſcience; to con- 
firm our hopes and remove our fears; to 
baniſh ſuperſtition and caſt down the idols 
ZW =_ -- of 
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of the nations; to mitigate lawleſs power 
and humanize the rage of barbariſm; and 
to call men off from a vain dependence on 
external ceremonies to a truſt in the Living 
God, obedience to his moral laws, repen- 
tance for paſt offences, an acceptable and 
manly devotion of heart, a longing after 
immortality, an union with the divine na- 
ture, and an exaltation to the life of angels 
* and felicity unſpeakable 
EvERY thing which human reaſon would 
deſire to know is fully brought to light in 
the Goſpel. Here the Origin, Connexigns 
and Duties of man are amply deſcribed! 
Here his departure from his firſt Innocence 
and rectitude, the degradation of his nature, 
and all the marvellous workings of omni- 
potence to reclaim and fave him, are diſtinct- 
tinctly recorded! Here we ſee the Prophets 
f propheſying for his ſake, the old world 
drowned, another fitted up, and laſt of all 
the Lord of Glory deſcending from hea- 
ven, to accompliſh the amazing Plan of 
Redemption, and reſtore him to divine 
_ favour! Here alſo Life and Immortality 
are brought to light, and the Future diſ- 


plwKayed! Here the ſolemnity of the laſt 


Judgment and the aſtoniſhing ſcenes of the 
pt general 
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general conſummation are laid before us! 
Here Death is diſarmed of his Sting, and 
the Grave of Victory! Here the gates of 
immortality are ſet open and Oh! what 
an unutterable weight of glory beyond— 
Sax, then, ye Wiſe Ones of the earth! 
ye Sages, ye Philoſophers, or by whatever 
other names ye would be called! ſay now 
what is the amount of your knowlege, if it 
reſolves you not on ſuch ſubjects as theſe ? 
Can an acquaintance with human Science 
render you indifferent to ſuch an exalted 
ſyſtem of heavenly wiſdom as this? Surely 
not. The one will only inflame your 
thirſt for the other, and make you purſue | 
it as the finiſhing and moſt durable part 
of the whole. 
Fox, whether there be Torres, they 
ſhall ceaſe ; or whether there be Knowlege, 
it ſhall vanſh away.” This vain world 
itſelf, all its gay ſcenes, every thing that we 
account wiſe or curious in it, ſhall come to 
an end and pleaſe no more. But the ſub- 
lime ſubjects of the Goſpel will till be New. 
They will be the object of our endleſs en- 
quiries, and conſtitute a Philoſophy, the 


Marvellous of which eternity cannot ex- 
$111 tho 14 hauſt, 
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hauſt, nor the longeſt period, of duration 
bring to decay. | 
Ap now, having en thet ſubſervi- 
ency of Human Science to the advancement 
of Chriſtianity, and that the plan'of edu- 
cation, purſued in this ſeminary, cannot 
fail, thro' divine grace, to be a means of 
ſpre:ding a thirſt for heavenly wiſdom ; 
what need I add more to beſpeak your con- 
tinued favour and protection of it? Sure- 
ly it cannot be indifferent to you, whether 
the knowlege of Chriſt and his bleſſed 
| Goſpel ſhall be ſpread over this contin 
or not? Surely it cannot be indifferent t 
you, whether your own children ſhould bo 
bred up in 1gnorance; or whether they 
ſhall ſhine in every moral excellence, the 
glory of their country and a light to the 
world around them? You muſt know the 
relation in which you ſtand to them, and 
the account which you will one day be re- | 
quired to give of their tender years. 

On! then, in the firſt place, I beſeech 

you, let their minds be ſeaſoned with uſe- 
ful knowlege, and cheriſh this infant Se- 
minary for their benefit, and the benefit 
of millions that are to come after them. 
For whatever buſineſs you may deſign them, 
| 3 N the 
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the education they will receive here will 
not only prepare them for that, but alſo for 
a life of general virtue. 

Ir you intend them for the * pro- 
feſſion of the Law, to be the protectors 
of the innocent and the advocates of 
juſtice; the. beſt foundation will be a 
love of humanity, and ſuch a knowlege 
of the laws of nature and general rights 
of mankind as they will obtain here. If 
for the ſervice of the ſtate, the ſame will 
hold good. The man beſt acquainted 
with the nature of civil government, the 
juſt bounds of authority and ſubmiſſion, 
and the univerſal principles of equity and 
virtue, will always be the ableſt Poli- 
tician and firmeſt Patriot. Again, if they 
are to follow the healing art of Phyſic, 
the knowlege of mathematics and the 


various branches of Natural Philoſophy, 


will be the beſt introduction. If propoſed 
for the Miniſtry of the bleſſed goſpel, it 
has been already obſerved that every hu- 
man ſcience ought to lend its aid, and kin- 
dle a love of wiſdom. 5 

Ir other arguments were neceſſary to 
induce you to the cultivation of knowlege 
and the e of this Inſtitution, I might 
diſplay 
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diſplay to you the wonderful change which 
the Sciences have produced in the ſtate 
of every country, where they have been 
received. Tho' they have not been able 
wholly to eradicate tyranny, yet they have 
always checked and mitigated its influ- 
ence ; inſpiring humanity, love of moral 
excellency, and every ſofter virtue. . 
Bur why ſhould I bring inſtances from 
other countries, when one of the moſt illuſ— 
trious 1s before our eyes? This poliſhed 
and flouriſhing City! what was it four- 
ſcore years ago? Even its foundations were 
not then laid; and in their place was 
one depth of gloomy wilderneſs! This 
very ſpot, this Seat of the Mufes—where 
I have now the honour to ſtand, preach- 
ing the Goſpel of Jeſus, ſurrounded with 
men excelling in every valuable accom- 
pliſhment, and youths riſing after their 
great example——had I ſeen it then, what 
ſhould I have found it? a ſpot rank with 
weeds perhaps, or the obſcure retreat -of 
ſome lawleſs and gloomy ſavage ! 
___ O6romovs change! O happy day! that 
now beholds the Sciences planted where 
barbarity was before! that now ſees this 


5 Inſtitution at length brought to ſuch per- 
_— - fection, 
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fection, as to extend the Laurel to her 
firſt worthy ſons! how ought fuch ad- 
vancements in knowlege to rejoice every 
heart among us, bat eſpecially you the 
_ founders and patrons of this excellent 
| ſeminary, who now begin to taſte ſome of 
the chief fruits of your pious labors ! 
On! heaven- born Wiſdom, and thou di- 
vine Science proceed, ſtill proceed ! let 
other ſeminaries ſuch as this riſe, where 
other deſarts now extend; and, beyond 
theſe, let others and ſtill others riſe, thro' 
the remoteſt depths of this continent; till 
Chriſt's kingdom 1s made univerſal, and 
te the Heathen be given him for an inheri- 
tance, and the uttermoſt * of the earth 
for a . 2 


| N ow to Father, Son and 1 Holy Ghoſt, 
one God, who is able to do all this, and 
to accompliſh his own eternal promiſes, be 
the kingdom, the power and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. | 
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5 Delivered in the Afternoon of the 
ſame Day, to the Candidates who 
obtained their * | 


GENTLEMEN, | | 


OU now appear as candidates foe 
the firſt honors of this inſtitution-. 

The free ſpirit that it breathes permits us 
not to bind you to us by the ordinary ties 
of oaths and promiſes. Inſtead thereof, we 

would rely on thoſe principles of virtue 
and goodneſs which we have endeavoured 
to cultivate. Suffer me, therefore, ere you 
go, to ſum up all our former labors for 
you, in this place, by one laſt and paring 
charge. 
SuRELY—to live is a n thing! And 

you are now about to ſtep into life, and 

embark in all its buſy ſcenes. It is fit, 
1 that ven ſhould make a pauſe—a 
folemn 
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ſolemn pauſe—at its portal, and conſider 
well what is expected from you, and how 
you are prepared to perform it. 

On the one hand, you will have all the 
dangers and indiſcretions of youth to grap- 
ple with, at your firſt ſetting out in the 
world. Raw and unexperienced in its 
ways, you will be apt to conſider your- 
ſelves as {et looſe from the reins of diſci- 
pline, and to look abroad in it with conſci- 
ous rapture, and the moſt buoyant hopes. 
The fullneſs of blood, the ſtrength of paſ- 
ſion, the conſtant call of pleaſure, and the 
harlot-form of vice, will be apt to "bear 
down that ſober wiſdom and cool reflec- 

tion, which are your beſt guard. At 
every glance, elyſian ſcenes and fairy pro- 
ſpects will open before you; ſeemingly ſo 
variegated with beauty, and ſtored with 
pleaſure, that the choice will perplex you. 
But alas! theſe lead not all to the bowers 
= joy! many will only ſeduce you from 

the path of virtue, by falſe appearances of 
happineſs, and draw you on, through 
meads of unreal bliſs, to the fool's para- 
diſe; a deceitful region, which proves at 
laſt· to be but the valley of the ſhadow of 
death, where ſnakes — under the graſs - 
| And, 


A CHARGE 25 


1 2 the roſes, fierce repentance rears 
Her horrid creſt —*_ 


Ox the - hand, you will find the 
world inclined to make but ſmall allow- 
| ances for the {lips of youth. Much very 
much—will be expected from you. Your 
ſuperior opportunities, of knowlege, | the 
many ſpecimens of genius you have al- 
ready exhibited, will give your friends and 
country a right to expect every thing from 
you that is excellent or praiſe-worthy. 

On ! then, let no part of your future 
conduct diſgrace the leſſons you have re- 
ceived, or diſappoint the hopes you have 
ſo juſtly raiſed ! Conſider yourſelves, from 
this day, as diſtinguiſhed above the vulgar, 
and called upon to act a more important 
part in life! ſtrive to ſhine forth in every 
ſpecies of moral excellence, and to ſupport 
the character and dignity of beings form- 
ed for endleſs duration! The chriſtian 
world ſtands much in need of inflexible 
patterns of integrity and public virtue; 
and no part of it more 0 than the land 
708. inhabit. 2 £ 
* Thomſon. 42 
R E- 
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REMEMBER that ſuperior ta ents de- 
mand a ſuperior exerciſe of every good qua- 
lity; and that, where they produce not 
this ſalutary effect, it were far better for 
the world to be for ever without them. 
Unleſs your education is ſeen conſpicuous 
in your lives, alas! what will be its ſigni- 
ficancy to you, or to us? Will it not be 
deemed rather to have been a vain art of 
furniſhing the head, than a true diſcipline 
of the heart and manners? 

Ir, then, you regard the credit of this in- 
ſtitution, which will travail in concern 
for you, till you are formed into uſeful 
men; if you regard your own credit, and 
the credit of the many ſucceeding ſetts of 
youth, who may be fired to glory by your 
example; let your conduct in the world 
be ſuch, at leaſt, as to deſerve the applauſe 
of the wiſer and better part of it. Re- 
member you are the firſt who have receiv- 
ed the honors of this ſeminary. You have 
been judged doubly deſerving of them. 
O! think, then, what pain it would give 
us, ſhould we be diſappointed in you, our 
firſt and moſt hopeful ſons! What a re- 
proach would it be to have it ſaid that, 
under us, you: had obtained all ſorts of 
learning, 


J 1 
learning, * and yet had not obtained Wiſ⸗ 
dom —eſpecially that Wiſdom, which has 
for its beginning the Fear of God, and for 
its end everlaſting felicity! 

Bur we have every reaſon to expect far 
better things of you. And, in that expec- - 
tation, I ſhall beg leave to propoſe a few 
rules, which, being well obſerved, will 
contribute greatly to your ſucceſs in life. 

They ſhall be confined to Two heads. 
1ſt, How to Live with Vourſelves, and 
your God. 
| 2dly How to Live with the World. 
' PERHAPS this may be deemed a very n 
needleſs work at this time. But my heart 
vyearns towards you. I cannot eaſily part 
with you. And though I ſhould only re- 
peat what you have often heard in the 
_ courſe of our lectures in this place; yet, 
being laid together in one ſhort view, and 
delivered before ſuch a number of wit= *® 
neſſes, tis probable the impreſſion may be 
ſo much the deeper. And, that it may be 
fo, I ſhall not amuſe you with high drawn 
characters and viſionary precepts ; the crea- 
tures of fancy's brain, worked up beyond 
the life. Such may allure the eye, but 
they will not ſway the practice. They 
* See Appeadix for an Account of this Seminary. 
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may induce deſpair, but they will not 
quicken induſtry, I ſhall, therefore, con- 


fine myſelf to the living Virtues, as they 


are within the ordinary reach of humanity, 


when aſſiſted by divine grace and good- 


neſs. For 'tis they alone that can influ- 


ence the conduct, and excite to Imitation. | 
FIRST, then, in Living with Yourſelves 


and your God, let it be your primary and 
immediate care, to get the dominion of 


your own paſſions, and to bring every 
movement of the ſoul under ſubjection to 
Conſcience,Reaſon and Religion; thoſe three 


lovely guides, ſet over the human conduct. 


Let your wiſhes be moderate, ſollicitous a- 


bout nothing ſo much as the frienſhip of 


your God, and the preſervation of your 


virtue and good name! 
AccusToM yourſelves to an early indu- 
ſtry in buſineſs, and a wiſe reflection up- 


on human life. Beware of idleneſs, and 


the pernicious influence of bad habits. 
Poſſeſs yourſelves of juſt and elevated no- 


tions of the divine character and admini- 


ſtration, and of the end and dignity of 
your own immortal nature. Oh ! conſe- 
crate to your God the firſt and beſt of 
your days! When you enjoy health of 


b 
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body, ſtrength of mind, and vigor of ſpirits, 
then is the heart a noble ſacrifice, and beſt 


worthy of being preſented to the great 
Creator of heaven and earth! 


Bur, alas! when the prime of our years 
have been, devoted to the ways of pleaſure 


and folly, with what confidence can we 


offer to our God the dregs of vice and ini- 


quity; an old age broken with infirmity, 


oY 
* 


and groaning under the load of miſery ? 
Tho' heaven be all-merciful, and even this 
laſt reſource not to be rejected; yet, to a 
generous mind, there is ſomething pecu- 
larly painful in the thought. And cer- 
tainly, when the ſoul is fitteſt for pleaſure, 


then alſo it is fitteſt to be lifted up, in 


manly devotion, to its adorable maker ! 
THrar your ſouls may be the more diſ- 
poſed to this exalted intercourſe, continue 
to adorn them with every divine grace and 
excellence. As far as your circumſtances 
will permit, continue thro' life the votaries 


of Wiſdom; and never drop your acquain- 


tance with thoſe Sciences into which you 
have been initiated here. But, in the pro- 


ſecution of them, weigh well the Arength 
of the human Underſtanding. Keep to 


ſubjects within its reach, and rather to 
2 thoſe 
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thoſe which are uſeful than curious. In 


your enquiries, never ſuffer yourſelves to be 


drawn from the main point, or loſt in a 
multitude of particulars. Always keep firſt 


principles in view ; life 1s ſhort ; we can 


go but little farther, and that little will 
then only be of uſe, when clearly deduced | 


from them. 


FOR this ſs; 3 above all 
things, of valuing yourſelves much on any 
temporary acquiſitions, or falling into the 
error of thoſe who think they ſhew the 
depth of their wiſdom, by diſregarding 
that ſublime ſyſtem, brought down from 
heaven by the Son of God. Poor is the ex- 
tent of human ſcience at beſt; and thoſe 
who know the moſt, know but juſt enough 
to convince them of their own ignorance. 
Vain, then, muſt they be who would be 
thought wiſe for deſpiſing the dictates of 
cternal wiſdom, and would build up the 
pride of knowlege upon their ignorance of 
things of the moſt laſting conſequence. 

In my Diſcourſe before you this day, 1 

ewed that ſuch empty ſmatterers could 
have but ſmall pretenſions to common wiſ- |; 


dom, much leſs to the exalted name of 
Philoſophy. The true votaries of this di- 
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vine « dares will ever diſclaim hls; and 


I am perſuaded your will heartily join in the 


ſuffrage. 


Tho we honor human reaſon, and think 


human virtue the glory of our nature, yet 


your education here will teach you to fix 
your hopes on a far more ſolid foundation. 


It will convince you that reaſon, when 


unenlightened, may be fallacious ; and con- 
ſequently that virtue, by it alone directed, 


will be devious. There are miſts, diffuſed 


before the temple of happinels, which are 
only to be penetrated by the purer eye of 


religion. 
HEN, then, you will be diſpoſed to ſeek 


a ſublimer wiſdom than any that 1s to be 
attained by mere human efforts, confined 


to the works of nature alone, thoſe fain- 


ter exhibitions of the Deity ! You will ſee 


the ncceflity of ſtudying his character, as 


exhibitcd in his holy oracles. There you 
will receive ſuch auguſt impreſſions of 


him, as will correct your philoſophy, hum- 
ble the pride of reaſon, and lay you pro- 
. ſtrate at his feet. You will be taught tg 
renounce your own wiſdom, however ex- 


cellent, and your own righteouineſs, how- 
ever diſtinguiſhed, You will be made to 
M 3 rejoice 
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rejoice in the name of Chriſtians, and tri- 
umph in the glorious relation you bear to 
Jeſus, as ſhedding the brighteſt luſtre round 


the human character. And conſequently 


you will love to inculcate his holy religion, 
as a ſcheme of wiſdom ſalutary to man- 
kind, unfolding their beſt intereſts, train- 
ing them up for eternity, and conducting 
them to the ſupreme felicity and perfection 
of their nature! 1 
Tuxer happy you, when by Divine 
Grace you ſhall have obtained this domi- 
nion over yourſelves, and thro' the Redeem- 
er's merits are thus united to the ſupreme. 


Good; every wiſh reſigned, and every paſ- 


fion raiſed to the throne of your father 
and your God | then, and not till then, 
will you have truly learned to Live with 
Yourſelves, and with Him that made you; 
till, after the cloſe of your pilgrimage here, 


you are finally admitted to live and rejoice. 


with him for ever! 

I am now, in the Second place, to offer 
you a few plain directions, how to Live 
with the World. And on this ſubject Ko 
ſhall be but brief. For, being once initia- 8 
ted into the true enjoyment of your own 
nature, and actuated by a deep ſenſe of | 


"©; | Gods _ 
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God's univerſal preſence, all your other ac- 
tions will be duly influenced thereby. 
Wirz regard to Benevolence, that great 
law of Chriſt, and fruitful ſource of all 
ſocial virtue, why ſhould I recommend it to 
you? If you truly love God, you muſt ne- 
ceſſarily love all his creatures for his ſake, 
and diſdain a narrow unfeeling heart, coi- 
led up within its own ſcanty orb. Your 
charity will be of the moſt exalted and fer- 
vent kind; extending itſelf beyond the 
vulgar attachments of family and friends, 
embracing the whole human ſpecies, and 
ready to ſacrifice every temporal conſider a- 
tion to their good. 
ACTUATED by ſuch liberal ſentiments as 
theſe, you will always be ready to do good 
and communicate freely your ſuperior | 
knowlege. Your council and your aſſi- 
| ſtance, your hand and your heart——will 
never be refuſed, when demanded for 
the benefit of others; and in a virtuous 
cauſe. Or rather, you will never Jet them 
be demanded, but freely prevent the rea- 
dieſt with. Modeſt merit will be the ob- 
ject of your peculiar regard; and you will 
always rejoice when you can produce it 
| r 0 
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to public view/ in an amiable and advan- 


tageous point of light. | 

BELIEVE me, my dear youths, you can 
acquire no authority ſo laſting, no influence 
ſo beneficial, as by convincing the world 
that you have ſuperior talents, joined to 
inflexible virtue, and unconfined benevo- 
volence. Compared to ſuch a foundation 


as this, the proud ſtructures of vulgar 
ambition are but rottenneſs, and their 


baſe built on ſtubble.” A confidence placed 
as above, will give you a kind of dominion 


in the hearts of others, which you will, 


no doubt, exert for the nobleſt purpoſes ; 
ſuch as reconciling differences, enforcing 
religion, ſupporting juſtice, inſpiring pub- 
lic virtue, and the like. 


To this Benevolence of temper, you are 


to add Prudence, and a ſtrict regard to 
the grace of character and proprieties of 


life. If you would be very uſeful in the 


world, beware of mixing too indiſcrimi- 
nately in it, or becoming too cheap in the 
vulgar eye. But, when you are in it, be 


affable to all, familiar with few, cautious 


in contracting friendſhips, ſtedfaſt in pre- f 


ſerving them, and entering into none with- 


out 


2 


out the cleareſt virtue for their foundation 


and end. 
MaA1NnTAIN ſuch iy of conduct, as 


: may check the petulance of vice, and ſuf- 


fer none to contemn you; yet ſhew ſuch 
modeſty of temper, ag may encourage vir- 
tue, and induce all to love you. Preſerve 
a chearfulneſs of countenance, never af- 
fecting to appear better than you are; 
and then every good action will have its 

full weight. Tis diſhonouring God, and 
diſcouraging goodneſs, to place virtue in 


a downcaft look, or in things external. 


The chrittian life, far from being gloomy 
and ſevere, was meant to exalt the nature 
of man, and ſhew him in his beſt perfec- 
tion happy and joyful 


Wu you mix in company, you will 


often have occaſion to be diſguſted with the 


_ froth and levity—'tis well if not the vice-- 


of the general run of converſation. Strive, 


therefore, as often as you can, to give it 


a chaſte and inſtructive turn; regarding 


always the propriety of time and place, 
And if, on any occaſion, an ingenuous 
_ honeſty of nature, and an abhorrence of 


vice and diſſimulation, ſhould oblige you 


to bear * teſtimony againſt what you 


hear, 
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170 A CHARGE. 
hear ; let it be evident to all that you are 


offended, not at the perfons but at the 


things. Great delicacy is requiſite in ſuch 
caſes ; E and you muſt blame without an- 
ger, in order to remove the offence, and 


not to wound the offender. 


"Ts true, ſometimes an animating con- 
viction of a juſt cauſe, an undiſguiſed love 
of divine truth, and a conſciouſneſs of ſu- 
perior knowlege, will, in the beſt of men, 
on ſuch occaſions, produce a ſeeming 


warmth of expreſſion, and keeneſs of ex- 


poſtulation; eſpecially when heated by op- 
poſition, But if, from the general tenor 
of your conduct, you have convinced the 

world of the goodneſs of your heart, ſuch 


. ſtarts of paſſion will be forgiven by your 


friends, or conſidered only as the fire from 


the flint; © which, being ſmitten, emits 


its haſty ſpark, and 1s * cool 


again.“ 


IT will be your wiſdom, however, to 
preſerve the ſerenity of your temper; to a- 
void little diſputes; and to raiſe yourſelves 


above the world, as much as poſſible. 


There are really but few things in it, ſor 
which a wiſe man would chuſe to ex- | 
change his peace of mind; and thoſe + 

„ petty 
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petty diſtinctions that ſo much agitate the 
general run of mankind, are far from be- 
ing among the number. | 

Bur ſome things there are, er 
which will demand your moſt vigilant at- 
tention; and ſome occaſions, when to be 
filent or conſenting, would be a criminal 
reſignation of every Pretenſion to Virtue or 
Manhood. 
8 HOT your Country . or ſhould 
you perceive the reſtleſs tools of faction 
at work in their dark cabals, and plotting 
againſt the ſacred intereſts of Liberty; 
ſhould you ſee the corruptors or corrupted 
impoſing upon the public with ſpecious 
names, undermining the civil and religious 
principles of their country, and gradually 
Paving the. way to certain Slavery, by 
ſpreading deſtructive Notions of  Govern- 


__ ment—then, Oh! then, be nobly rouzed! 


Be all eye, and ear, and heart, and 
voice, and hand, in a cauſe ſo glorious ! 
Cry aloud, and ſpare not,” fearleſs of 
danger, undaunted by oppoſition, and 
little regardful of the frowns of power, or 
the machinations of villainy. Let the 
world know that Liberty is your uncon- 
querable delight, and that you are ſworn 

foes 
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foes to every ſpecies of Bondage, either of 
body or of mind! 

TkESsE are ſubjects for which you need 
not be aſhamed to ſacrifice your eaſe and 
every other private advantage For cer- 
tainly, if there be aught upon Earth ſuited 
to the native greatneſs of the human mind, 


and worthy of contention; it muſt be—To | 


aſſert the cauſe of Religion and Truth; 
to ſupport the fundamental Rights and 
Liberties of mankind; and to ſtrive for the 
Conſtitution of our country, and a Govern- 
ment by Known Laws, not by the Arbitra- 
ry Deciſions of frail impaſſioned Men. 

Ir, in adhering to theſe points, it ſhould 
be your lot, —as alas! it has been the lot 
of others—-to be borne down by 1gnorance, 
to be reproached by calumny, and aſperſed 
by falſhood, let not theſe things diſcou- 

rage you . 
All Human Virtue, to its lateſt breath, 
Finds Envy never conquer'd but by death. 5 
The great Alcides, every labor paſt, 
Had foul this monſter to ſubdue at laſt.* 


While you are conſcious 1 1 no ſelf. re- 


| proach, 


„ 1 wm 
| proach, and are ſupported by your own 
integrity, let no earthly power awe you 
from following the unbiaſſed dictates of 
your own heart. Magnanimouſly aſſert 
your private judgment where you know 1t 
to be right, and ſcorn a ſervile truckling 
to the names or opinions of others, how- 
ever dignified, With a manly and intrepid 
ſpirit, with a fervent and enlightened zeal, 
perſevere to the laſt in the cauſe of your 
God, your King and your Country. And, 
though the preſent age ſhould be blind to 
your virtue, or refuſe you juſtice, let it 
not ſurprize you— 


| The ſuns of glory pleaſe not till they ſet ;* 


and the ſucceeding age will make ample 
amends to your character, at a time when 
the names of thoſe who have oppoſed you 
will be forgotten, or remembered only to 
their laſting diſhonor. 
NEVERTHELESS, though you muſt not 
expect to eſcape envy, or to receive the 
full applauſe of your virtue in your own 
day; yet there will always be ſome among 
the better few ready to do you juſtice, and 
IE * Pope. 
to 


AA 
to judge more candidly. Perhaps, it may 
be your lot to be ſingularly favoured by 
your friends, in this reſpect. But be not 
too much elevated thereby. The real good 
Man, as he will never be more undaunted 
than when moſt reviled and oppoſed in his 
great career of juſtice, ſo he will never be 
more humble than when moſt courted and 
— | 
Taz two great rocks of life, eſpecially 
to Youth, are Proſperity and Adverſity. If 
ſuch meet with any degree either of Suc- 
ceſs or Liffticulty in the world, before they 
have learned great ſelf-denial, they are apt, 
in the one caſe, to be blown up by an 
overweening conceit of their own impor- 
tance; and, in the other, to be borne down 
by a timid diſtruſt of their own abilities. 
Both diſpoſitions are equally prejudicial to 
virtue — the former ſo far as it tends not 
to excite emulation, and inſpire to worthy 
actions; and the latter ſo far as it checks 
the native ardor of the ſoul, and ties it 
down to inglorious purſuits. But the ſame 
means will correct both. A larger com- 
merce with the world, and a frequent 
viewing ourſelves through a more imparti- 
al medium, compared to others of equal 
; | O 
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or greater merit, will bring down the one, 


and raiſe the other, to its juſt and pro- 
per ſtandard. What was pride before, will 


then be converted into a ſenſe of honour, 


and proper dignity of ſpirit; and what 
was timidity or ſfelf-diſtruſt, will be turn- 
| ed into manly caution, and * fore- 
ſight. | 

Tin will not permit me to add more. 
Happy ſhall you be, if, by attending to 
ſuch maxims as theſe, you can paſs your 
days, tho' not with the higheſt approbation 


of others, at leaſt with full ſatisfaction _ 


to yourſelves! Happy, if in the eve of 
life, when health and years and other joys 
decline, you can look back with conſci- 
ous joy upon the unremitting tenor of an 


upright conduct; framed and uniformly 


ſupported to the laſt on theſe noble prin- 


ciples—religion without hypocriſy, gene- 


roſity without oſtentation, juſtice temper- 


ed with goodneſs, and patriotiſm with 
* domeſtic virtue! 


AR DEN TL praying that this may be 
your lot, I ſhall take leave of you in the 5 


words of old Pollonius to his fon— 


The 
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The friends you have, and their adoption try'd, 
Grapple them to your ſoul with hooks of ſteel. 
But do not dull your palm with entertainment 
Of each new-hatch'd unfledg*d comrade. Beware 
Of entrance to a quarrel 
Give every yan your ear, but few you voice. 
Take each man's cenſure, but reſerve your Judg- 


meat. 
This above all---to your nee be true, 


And it muſt follow, as the night the day, 
You cannot nt” be falſe to any man.* 


T HESE things I have ſketched for you as 


the out-lines of your duty. I pretend not 


to go farther. It is not my preſent buſi- 
neſs to offer a perfect plan for the con- 
duct of life, Indeed my experience in it 


has been too ſmall for ſuch an arduous 
work. And I hope to be judged rather 


by what J have ſaid, than by what 
could not proper ly be ſaid, on ſuch an oc 
caſion. 


As for the reſt, I ſhall commit you to 
the beſt of maſters. Be ſure, in all things, 
to learn of Chriſt. In following him 


you cannot err. And to do ſo will be 


pour intereſt, and your greateſt glory, at 


*® Shakeſpeare, 
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a time when human wiſdom ſhall fail, and 
of the things that now are, virtue,---1m- 


mortal virtue---ſhall be the gout and chief 
ſurvivor. | 


_ Farewel! my Blefling ſeaſon theſe things in you, * 


* Shakeſpeare. 
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DISCOURSE VI. 
The Duty of praiſing GoD for ca 


Mercies and Deliverances. 


PREACHED 


Firſt in TRINITY Cuvrcn, Nzw-Yor 8 


September 17, 1758; and afterwards at 
OXFORD in PENNSYLVANIA, October 1, 
in the fame Yan. 


On Occaſion of the e Succeſs of His 
MEST V's Arms in AMERICA, during that 
Campaign. 


FF 


us 


* 


1 


— 


Exo D. xv. 3 


1 will fog unto. the Ihrd for * bath 
triumphed gloriouſly. v A 


0 


F we look back to the records of anti- 
quity, we ſhall find that ſome of the 
oldeſt and moſt exalted compoſitions of 
men, are Songs of praiſe and ently to their 
great Creator. 
TrzRE is ſomething in Poetry and Mu- 


fic admirably ſuited to divine ſubjects ; and 
it is natural for the ſoul, when ſtruck 


with any thing ſurprizingly Great, Good 
or New, to break forth, beyond the com- 


mon modes of ſpeech, into the moſt rap- 


turous turns of expreſſion ; accompanied 
with correſpondent attitudes of body and 
modulations of voice. Even the untutor- 
cd ſavages around us furniſh ſtriking ex- 
amples of this. 

HENCE it is, that Ne and Muſic were 
originally confined to the immediate praiſes 


of the Deity ; and that the beſt and wiſeſt 


men, of all ages, have had recourſe to divine 
Na Hymns 
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Hymns and ſpiritual Songs, in the ons 
of their ſouls, before the almighty Lord 
of heaven and earth. 5 
Ek yet temples were built, oerhaps, c or 
fixed hours of devotion ſet apart; when 
the voice of Conſeience could be heard, and 
the buly ſcenes of art had not yet ſeduced 
away the attention of man ; the great pro- 
genitors of our race, as they tended their 
flocks on from paſture to paſture, no 
doubt, often felt their hearts rapt into this 
kind of ſacred extaſy, and poured them 
forth in unpremeditated ſtrains before the 
Lord. Whenever they received any ſignal 
inſtance of Almighty Goodneſs; whenever 
any ſurpriſing effect of Almighty Power 


ſtruck their ſight and kindled admiration; 


that auſpicious moment, doubtleſs, they 
embraced and adored the inviſible hand 
from which the whole proceeded; the hand 
that formed the earth, the ſun and moon, 
which they beheld ; that hung the clouds 
in air; that charged their boſoms with 
treaſures, and bade them drop down in fat- 
neſs to rejoice herb and beaſt and man. 
Tas ſublime exerciſes may be conſider- 
ed as the expreſs inſpirations of God him- 
Jett, 275 . elſe but the ſecret agency 
3 of 
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of his grace, thro' the means of his works, 
on the hearts of men, in theſe early days 
of ſimplicity ; and, as this was the firſt 
ſource of Poetry, it were to be wiſhed that 
the had never deſcended beneath her high 
original. It were to bey wiſhed that, a- 
mong all our other improvements, we had 
not too much improved away this pure 
primitive intercourſe, with the Father of 
Light and Spiri its! Yet ſtill, we are to re- 
flect that this is a world of imperfection; 

and that, as there are advantages, ſo there 
are alſo inconveniences, incident to every 
ſtage of its progreſs from original ſimpli⸗ 
ny to its laſt ſtate of refinement. 

- Bur, to proceed on our ſubject ; ſome of 
the moſt beautiful pieces of divine poeſy 


are left us by the eaſtern nations, and eſ- 


pecially by the Hebrews; with whoſe com- 
poſitions of this kind we are more directly 
concerned, as they are preſerved for us in 


our Bibles. 
Now, of all that we read ire one of 


* the moſt exalted 1 18 the Song of Moſes, from 


which J have taken my text; compoſed in 
a tranſport of joy, admiration and grati- 
| tude, when he beheld the Mighty One of 

N 4 .- Ilrae 
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Iſrael divide the great deep, and lead his 
people thro' on dry ground. 
Tarts was a ſubject, marvellous 1 | 
and aſtoniſhing beyond a parallel! At the 
blaſt of the noſtrils of the God of heaven, 
the courſe of nature was controuled. The 


waters divided before the Lord. They left 4 


their channel in the heart of the ſea. They 
were gathered up, on either ſide, wave on 
wave, heap on heap ; and ſtood congealed 
in liquid mountains at the nod of the Al- 
mighty. The Children of Iſrael paſſed 
through. Immediately the waters cloſed 
with irreſiſtible fury. Pharaoh's proud hoſt 
was covered, overwhelmed, conſumed ; as 
a ſtone that ſinks to the bottom 

« THEN ſang Moſes and the Children 
of Iſrael this Song unto the Lord, ſaying 
(each for himſelf) Iwill fng unto the Lord, 
for he hath triumphed gloriouſly. The horſe. 
and his rider hath he thrown into the Sea. 
The Lord is my ſtrength, and my ſong ; 
and he is become my ſalvation. He is my 
God, and I will prepare him a habitation; 
my father's God, and I will exalt him. 
The Lord is a man of war ; the Lord 1s 
his name” &c.— | 


1 1 
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In ſuch ſtrains as theſe did the raptur'd 


leader of Iſrael, and all his followers, cele- 
brate the God of their Fathers, on their de- 
liverance from the rage of Pharaoh, leav- 


ing an example for the imitation of all 
ages, on the like occaſions; and, indeed, 
every civilized people, into whoſe hands 


this Song hath fallen, have been laviſh in 
its praiſes. Its abrupt and beautiful be- 


ginning, its pious and fervent concluſion, 


and the ſublime ſentiments and grand ima- 


gery that prevail thro the whole, juſtly 


render it a divine ſtandard for all 7 | 


tions of the like kind. ö 

Is diſcourſing further from that part of 
it, which I have taken as my preſent ſub- 
ject, two things readily offer themſelves to 


be done 


FiRs 7, to enforce the general duty of 


praiſing God at all times, for his general 


works of providence; and to point out the 


good effects thereof on the temper. 


sSxcoxplx, to ſhew the particular duty 
of praiſing him on particular occaſions, for 


Ane mercies and deliverances. 


Tux latter of theſe is what I have r now - 


more immediately i in view; the former be- 


ing a main buſineſs of all our Preaching. 
| But 
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But a few words, on that head, may not 
be improper, before we proceed to the 
other. | 

Taz arguments to enforce the general 
duty of praifing God, are many and vari- 
ous. Favours conferred demand a return of 
gratitude ; and we can ſcarce think of the 
man, who, even in his common dealings | 
with men like himſelf, is inſenſible of fa- 
vours, or returns evil for good, without a- 
bominating his character. But how is the 
guilt of ſuch a conduct encreaſed, when it 
is towards that Being who gave us life, 
breath and all things? | 

Ir we conſider the awful relation in 
which we ſtand to God, whether as our 
Creator, our Preſerver, our Redeemer, or 
our judge; much do we owe to him! 
much have we to hope, and much to fear 
from him! In all theſe relations, he is equal- | 
ly entitled to our warmeſt adoration and 
praiſe. 

WHEN we confider him as Is up, from 
his myſterious Eternity, to ſpeak a whole 
world into being ; when, thro' the eye of 
faith, we behold him ſeated on the throne 
of his omnipotence, dealing abroad hap- 
pineſs to his vaſt family of heaven and 

carth— 
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earth—Seraphs and Cherubs, Angels and 
Principalitics, Men and living creatur es 
in proportion to their various capacities to 
receive it; when we behold him conde- 
ſcending to govern the affairs of the uni- 


verſe, and carrying on, from the begin- 
ning, one great ſcheme of providence for 


accompliſhing his own divine purpoſes of 
love towards us; when, for this end, we 
find him vouchſafing the grace of his holy 
ſpirit to aid and ſupport the Juſt, and not 


ſparing even the Son of his boſom to re- 


deem and reſtore the Fallen; ] ſay, 
when we conſider theſe things, is it poſſible 


for us to withhold the juſt tribute of our : 


wonder, love, gratitude and adoration ? 
Bo r, beſides theſe powerful arguments, 

we are likewiſe to remember that the im- 

mediate worſhip of the Deity is undoubt- 


edly the nobleſt and moſt improving ex- 


erciſe of our rational nature. The ſoul 
of man, in this uncertain ſtate of things, 
is as it were confined from home; and, 
unleſs when tending towards her center, 
by contemplating and adoring the great 


ſource and model of all perfection, ſhe can 


find no laſting happineſs, but is diſtracted 


by falſe hopes and falſe fears. There is 


not 
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not in all the univerſe, excepting God, an 
object capable of fully ſatisfying the intel- 
lectual and moral powers of the ſoul ; and 
therefore it behoves her much to ſoar of- 
ten above this enſnaring maſs of earthly 
deſires, and to ſtrive for communion with 
him, who is her ſupreme good. 

TRE beſt of men have found their chief 
comfort to conſiſt in exerciſes of this kind 
and thoſe elevated flights of the ſoul to God, 
when thus winged with love, joy and 


admiration, truly proclaim her divine ori- 


ginal, her capacious powers and glorious 
deſtination for eternity. They expand 
and ſtrengthen her faculties ; improve and 
exalt the temper, and prepare her for the 
harmony of heaven | 

No w theſe ſacred exerciſes Gs to 
God muſt not be entirely confined to clo- 
ſets, and of a private nature. We are 
likewiſe obliged to praiſe him publickly 
te in the great congregation, and to reve= 
rence him in the aſſembly of his ſaints.” 

Mx N are all citizens of the world, as 
well as of particular ſocieties. They are 
ſubjected to the ſame general laws; and, 


in many caſes, blended together in one 


common lot. We enjoy many Bleſſings in 
common, 


P Vi 1% 
common, and in common have deſerved 
many puniſhments. In common, therefore, 
we ought to deprecate the latter, and praiſe 
our great Benefactor for the former. 
Bor, added to all this, the exerciſes of 
Religion are greatly quickened by friendly 
communion. Man is of a ſympathizing 
nature; and, when a number of God's 
people are piouſly aſſembled before him, 
mingling hearts and voices in one ſolemn 
act of devotion, a kind of ſacred flame is 
apt to catch from boſom to boſom, light- 
ing up ſuch rapturous ſtrains of ardent 
praiſe, as no other circumſtances, ms 
could eafily excite. 

No R are ſuch religious exerciſes only 
calculated to improve our own natures, 
but likewiſe peculiarly delightful to God 
himſelf ; and we may venture to affirm 
that, among all his works, there is not a 
fight more grateful to him than a number 
of his dutiful children, thus decently aſ- 
ſembled before him, and catching, as it 
were, a few moments from the vanities of 
life, that they may devote them to ſerious 
reflexion, and fervently breath up the hum- 
ble defires and pious tranſports of their ſouls 
ta His holy and exalted name. 
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Tuus far with reſpect to the duty of 
praiſing God for his general works of kind- 
neſs and love. But this is not all. I 
propoſed, in the Second place, to. ſpeak. 
of the great duty of praiſing him, on 
ſpecial occaſions, for particular mercies 
and deliverances ; and that not only pri- 
vately in our cloſets, but in the public aſ- 
ſemblies of his people. ; 
ON this head, we have many illuſtrious 
examples before us. I have already men- 
tioned that of Moſes and the Iſraelites; 
and from their ſublime ſong of thankſgiv- 
ing, on their deliverance from the power 
of Pharoah, I have taken my text. I 
ſhall offer only one example more. It is 
the great Feſtival- Sacrifice and Thankſgiv- 
ing of David, on receiving back the * Ark 
of God. En 

On that happy occaſion, f 


he and all the 
Elders of the people, and the Levites and 
the captains over thouſands, appeared in 
| ſolemn proceſſion, with inſtruments of mu- 
ſic, pſalteries and harps and cymbals, and 
the found of the cornet and of the trum- 
pet, and the lifting up the voice with joy: 
And David himſelf came dancing and fing- 


Tx Chron; XV. Xvi. 
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ing before them, in ſo much thatSaul's daugh- 
ter, beholding him out at a window, and 
not being animated with the ſame god- 
ly rapture, that actuated the pious mon- 
arch, deſpiſed him in her heart, as guilty 
of levity. | 
Bor why ſhould 1 mention examples? 
The ſame reaſon that call us to humble 
ourſelves under the marks of God's diſ- 
pleaſure, calls us to rejoice with thankſgiv- 
ing on the marks of his favour. For a 
ſeries of years:paſt, we have had many days 
of Weeping and Sorrow and Faſting; and 
the hardeſt heart would bleed to recount 
the ſcenes of ſuffering and anguiſh and diſ- 
treſs, which we have beheld. But, bleſſed 
be God! our affairs begin to wear a bet- 
ter aſpect; and we may now come before 
his preſerice with ſongs of holy triumph and 
joy. Each of us for himſelf, and all for 
the public, may take up the elevated ſtrains 
of Moſes and of David 
« WE will ſing unto the Lord, for he 
hath triumphed glorioully ; ; the horſe and 
his rider hath he thrown into the ſea. The 
Lord is our ſtrength and falvation ; and 
he ſhall be the ſubject of our ſong, He i 1s 
our God, and we wall prepare him a habi- 
tation; 
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tation; our fathers God, and we will ex- 
alt him. The right hand of the * Lord 
is become glorious in power, and hath daſh- 

ed in pieces the enemy. They ſaid, We 
will purſue, we will overtake, we will di- 
vide the ſpcil—But thou didſt blow thy 
wind, and the ſea covered them; they ſunk 
as load in the mighty waters Sing unto 
the Lord all the' earth; ſhew forth from 
day to day his ſalvation. Declare his glory 
among the heathen ; his marvellous works 
among all nations—When his people were 
but few, even a few and ſtrangers in the 
land; when they went from nation to na- 


tion, and from one kingdom to another, he 
| ſuffered no man to do them wrong; yea he 
- reproved kings for their ſakes—Bleſfſed be 


the Lord God of Iſrael for ever and ever: 
And all the people ſaid Amen, and * 
the Lord 

DELIiVERANCES and bleſſ ings equal to 
theſe, have been received by us and by our 
fathers, both now and of old. The power 


of God's Glory hath often ſhone illuſtrious 


in behalf of the Proteſtant cauſe; and we 

truſt it will yet ſhine to the remoteſt periods | 
of time. | 

Exod. xv. 1 * Chron, xvi. ; 

1 EARLY 
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ERL did the deſigns of our enemies 
appear againſt the religion and liberties of 
Britain. When our fathers had but juſt 
ſhaken off the yoke of ſpiritual bondage, * 
and eſtabliſhed the Religion of Jeſus in 
its native purity, reformed from popiſh 
error and ſuperſtition; a bloody deſign was 
hatched by our reſtleſs foes to extinguiſh 
our name and religion together. Their 
vaſt Armado failed, exultant, before the 
_ gale. It covered the whole ocean; it ap- 
proached the coaſt of Great Britain; and, 
in the pride of their heart, they ſaid © What 
ſhall reſiſt our power? We will purſue, we 
will overtake, we will divide the ſpoil.” — 
The eternal God, who dwells in heaven, 
the protector of the Juſt, ſaw and heard 
them. He laughed their devices to ſcorn. 


* A few paſſages of this diſcourſe have already appear- 
ed in a periodical paper, written by the author in A- 
merica, and from thence have been tranſcribed into 
ſeveral Engliſh papers. Some other paſſages of it, con- 
taining a recapitulation of the ſtate of the country for 
ſome years backwards, and which became needleſs when 
joined to the preceeding diſcourſes, are now whol] 
| left out, which renders it much ſhorter than when deli- 
vered. But a diſcourſe on this ſubje& was judged a happy 
concluſion to the foregoing ones, and the author was 
therefore glad that he could add any thing of that kind, 
however conciſe or imperfect, 
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Obedient to his nod, his Setvant-Seas and 
Winds roſe and raged. The proud hopes 
of the enemy were brought low; and all 
their ſtately caſtles, that rode erewhile ſo 
triumphantly on the watery ſurface, were 
now diſperſt before the breath of the Al- 
mighty, or whelmed to the bottom in the 
midſt of his vengeance, as a ſtone that is, 
dropped from the hand. 

Ix the fight of Britain, this Deliverance 


was wrought. Our fathers, from the ſhore, 


ſtood and beheld it. Their praiſes and ſhouts 
of triumph aſcended to the ſky. The 
God of Victory was their theme. Him 
they adored, and him they left it in charge 
for their children to adore, to the lateſt ge- 
e f 
Tux next attempt againſt our Proteſtant 
Faith was laid dark as Night, and deep as 
hell. In the bowels of the earth a Mine 
was placed, with a view to blow up the 
king, the royal family, both houſes of 
parhament, and deſtroy at once the whole 
hopes and {ſtrength of our bleſſed refor- 
mation. But the all-ſeeing eye of God 


detected the black deſign, and his all- power- 


ful arm dragged the conſpirators to light 
and deſerved vengeance; thereby working 
| E 
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a ſecond deliverance as gre as the form- 
| or; - A : $47 
Since that me, many repeated at- 
tempts have been made to divide us from 
ourſelves, and delude the unthinking mul- 
titude by means of a Popiſh Abjured pre- 
tender. But the Lord has render ed theſe 


aàs vain as all the others. 


Tus defeated every where in the pa- 
rent - land of Proteſtantiſm and Liberty, our 
inveterate foes are making their laſt deſ- 

perate puſh, againſt our holy eſtabliſh- 
ment, civil and religious, in theſe remote 
parts of America. But we truſt in that 
ſame power which has appeared ſo ſignally 
for our fathers— Thou, O God, haſt been 
our truſt; nor have v trnſted in vain. 
AFTER the days of mourning which we 
have ſeen, the ſhort period of one year has 
produced ſuch a turn in favour of the Pro- 
teſtant cauſe, as even aſton:ſhes ourſelves, 
and among poſterity will ſcarce be believ- 
ed. The wonderful ſucceſſes of the Pruſ- 
ſian Hero, towards the cloſe of the laſt 
campaign in Germany; and the ſucceſſes 
which, in the preſent campaign, God has 


” already been pleaſed to beſtow on the Bri- 


tiſh arms in America, by the reduction of 
O 2 Louiſ- 
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Louiſbourg and other important places, 
furniſh a ſeries of ſuch happy events, that 
if any one had propoſed them to our 
hopes a twelvemonth ago, we ſhould have 
thought him mocking our credulity, or 
inſulting our diſtreſs. But all things are 
poſſible to God; and, when affairs are at 
the worſt, then is often the time when the 
Mighty One of Iſrael is pleaſed to inter- 
fere, and therein “ to triumph gloriouſſy.C“ 
In ſuch caſes, it is our indiſpenſible duty 
to mark the manifeſtations of his power 
with humble reverence, and to rejoice be- 
fore him exceedingly; but ſtill we muſt 
* rejoice with trembling.” Although the 
Lord hath brought down the proud hopes 
of our enemies, who, like the Aſſyrian of 
old, began to lift themſelves up and to 
boaſt of their victories; yet we are to re- 
member that they and we are ſtill held in 
the Balance of his Almighty power, and it 
is impoſſible to ſay which Scale he may 
finally cauſe to mount * which to 
preponderate, 
Bes1DEs this, even the beſt fruits of vic- 5 
tory are beſet round with thorns; and what 
are days of rejoicing to others are but days 


of mournin g to many, whoſe deareſt Rela- 
tives 
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tives have given up their lives, a ſacrifice 
in the conteſt. This world is a chequer- 
ed ſcene, and we are to expect no pure 
bliſs in it. But let us act the part of good 
Subjects and good Chriſtians, and then we 
may ſafely truſt the iſſue to his direction, 
Vbo is ſupremely juſt, wiſe and holy! 


End of the DIs couRs Es. 
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O render this ſmall volume ſomewhat 
more ſizeable, the author has annexed the 
three following pieces ; which are not quite foreign 
to the ſubjects he has been handling. The firſt ' 
of the three ought to be read before. the laſt 
of the foregoing Diſcourſes, as prior in order 


of time; but it was not judged convenient to 


inſert any thing among them. It was written, 


and publiſhed in a paper called the Watchman, 


in the beginning of the campaign 1758, when 
the forces were levying for the Ohio expedition; 
on occaſion of an intimation received from Briga- 
dier General Forbes, that ſomething of this kind 
to the people, explaining the importance of the 


| ſervice, and the bleſſings they were to contend 


for, might be of uſe in e ng the meaſures 
committed to his management. | 


Tus deſigns of the two remaining pieces are 
mentioned in their proper * 


APPENDIX L 


An earneſt Addreſs to the clas 


particularly thoſe of the Southern 
diſtrict; on the opening of the 
"—— 17 5 8. 


B and . 


Am now to addreſs you, in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, on the preſent poſture 
of affairs, and the duty we owe to his 
ſacred majeſty, to our holy religion, and to 


our lateſt poſterity, on this important. 


occaſion. As I would be underſtood by 
all, I ſhall not affect a vain parade of 


words, or pomp of ſtile. Brevity and per- 


ſpicuity ſhall be my principal aim. 
THz almighty author of our nature has 


thought fit to create man a needy and de- 


pendent being, incapable of ſubſiſting in 
a ſolitary ſtate with any degree of hap- 
pineſs. In order to his well- being a mu- 

| tyal 
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tual ktterchang of good offices with his 
-fellow-creatures is abſolutely neceſſary. _ 


. - *Hexcx the origin and foundation of 
4 civil ſocieties, which are nothing elſe but 


certain bodies of men linked together by 
common compact or agreement, for the 
better ſecuring themſelves againſt Want, 
and defending themſelves againſt Danger. 
In conſequence of this compact, every 
individual is under the moſt ſolemn obli- 
gations to contribute what he can, for the 
general welfare and preſervation es. the _ 
community, whereof he is a part; and 
when this is done with zeal, fidelity, and 
an elevated ſenſe of duty, it is denominated 
public Virtue and Love of our Country; 
than which, human nature boaſts of no 
ualities that are more amiable or more 
divine. Both reaſon and religion inculcate 
this in the ſtrongeſt terms. A narrow 
ſelfiſh ſpirit is odious to God and Man; 
and no community ever ſubſiſted long 
where ſuch a ſpirit diſgraced its mem- 
bers. It is ſcarce to be conceived how 
great a difference public virtue makes in 
the ſtate of nations. Animated by it, the 
imalleſt | remain powerful and fafe; while, 
without 
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without it, the moſt populous are the molt 
deſpicable and weak. _ | 

Tux little State of Sparta was an illuſ⸗ * 
trious proof of this. To acknowlege no 
lord or maſter; to live independent and 
free; to be governed by their own laws 
and cuſtoms; to preſerve themſelves from 
corruption, * ſelfiſhneſs and effeminacy; 
and to be the avengers of Juſtice ; and the 
ſcourges of tyranny were the higheſt 
bleſſings which Spartans knew; and when- 
ever they were called to exert themſelves on 
this ſcore, they declined neither toils nor 
dangers nor ſuffering. The'blaze of pub- 
lic ſpirit then ſhone illuſtrious from boſom _ 
to boſom, till it had effectually ſubdued 
and conſumed the enemies of their coun- 

try. Their very women ſhared the general 
contagion; and whenever the trumpet 
| ſounded the alarm of war, one fitted out 
a huſband, and another a ſon; charging 
them, by all the ties of love and honour. 
and duty, not to diſgrace the dignity of 
the Spartan name, and either to chaſtize 
the inſolence of their enemies, or perith 
in the glorious attempt. 

SEEING then, my countrymen, ſach was 
the virtue of a Spartan, and even of a 
| . | Spartan 

1 
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Spartan woman, what may not be expect- 
ed from Britons; who, added to all the 


advantages which the former enjoyed, 
have that of the chriſtian religion and its 
everlaſting proſpects to animate and in- 
flame their conduct? We are, or might 


be, the happieſt and moſt enlightened peo- 
ple in the world; and, by e f 


we ought to be the braveſt. * 
WE we to caſt our eyes over this 
globe, and to take a view of the condition 


of our fellow-creatures in other countries; 


how ſhould we bleſs: our lot, and how 
dear, would the name of Britons become 


No or to mention many parts, even of ; 


587 


| Europe, itſelf, where the common people 


are in a manner the property of their 


lords, and on little better footing than 


their cattle themſelves; I might carry you 
through Aſia and Africa, to ſhew you the, 


deployable ftate of human nature in thoſe 
countries, groaning under a race of mon- 


ſters that diſgrace their very ſhape, and in 


a condition ſo compleatly miſerable, that 
you have neither ſeen nor can imagine any 


ws A of the kind. The wild ſavage, that 


_ roams 
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roams the wilderneſs, 18 infinitely happier 


than they. 


Bur I ſhall not take up your time With 
theſe eaſtern ſcenes of ſer vitude and woe. 
Thanks be to God! we are as far removed 
from the danger of them, as we are from 
the place of their exiſtence. Our appre- 
henſions are from another quarter. Our 

ambitious French neighbours are the only 


people on earth, from whom we have any 
thing to fear. It may, therefore, be proper 


to give you a ſketch of the ſituation we 
ſhould be 1 in, under theig government and 
power, 

AND, on this head, I would obſerve firſt 
that among them, you would 1n vain look 


for that happy equality and ſecurity which 
vou enjoy here. All the property of the ſub- 


ject lies there at the abſolute diſpoſal of 
the ſovereign; and the poor labourer has 
no encouragement to be induſtrious or get 
before hand in the world, ſince he can 
neither be certain to comfort himſelf there- 


by, nor thoſe with whom he 1 18 moſt near- 


ly connected. „ 
You have frequent opportunities of be- 
ng informed of the manner in which the 
French 


1 1 * 
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French are forced to live near ourſelves in 
Canada. You know on what poor fare all, 
who can bear arms among them, are oblig- 
ed to follow their arbitrary leaders thro' 
theſe inhoſpitable American woods; ſeldom 
enjoying a comfortable meal, unleſs by 
chance they can ſeize it from us, which makes 
them the more eager to diſpoſſeſs us of 
theſe happy ſettlements, and to reap the 
» fruit of our labors. WV 
Bur, added to all their other miſeries, | 
the greateſt is, that they are not only de- 
prived of freedom of Body, but even of 
Mind. Inſtead of being permitted to pour 
forth the genuine Worſhip of the Heart, 
before the great Creator of Heaven and 
Earth, they are obliged to pay a mock-a- 
doration to thoſe © who are no Gods!“ 
Inſtead of putting their truſt in his mer- 
cies, thro' the one only Mediator Jeſus 
Chriſt, they are forced to put a vain con- 
fidence in relicks, and departed ſpirits, and 
thoſe who can afford no help. Inſtead of 
following the plain dictates of common 
ſenſe and the light of their own under- 
ſtandings, they muſt ſubmit to be hood- 
winked, and have their conſciences ridden, 


by 


Ss 
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by a ſet of prieſts and Jeſuits and monks 


and inquiſitors, ſwarming in every corner! 


Bor how different is the caſe among us! r 
wie enjoy an unprecarious Property; and e. 
very man may freely taſte the fruits of his 


'own labors, under his Vine and under his 
Fig-tree, none making him afraid.“ If 


God has bleſſed us with the good things 
of this life, we need not fear to make an 


appearance anſwerable to our condition; 


and what we do not ſpend ourſelves, the 


laws will ſecure to our children after us. 
The king, upon his throne, cannot exact 


A ſingle Farthing of our eſtates, but what x 


we have firſt freely conſented to pay by 
laws of our own making. We cannot be 
dragged out, in violation of Juſtice and 
Right, to wade in ſeas of blood, for ſatia- 
ting the avarice or ambition of a haughty 
monarch. We need not fear Racks, nor 
Stripes, nor Bonds, nor ARBITRARY II- 
 PRISONMENTS, from any authority what- 


ſoever; or could ſuch prevail for a time 
above Law, yet, while the conſtitution re- 
mains ſound, we may be fure the very act 


would ſoon deſtroy itſelf, and terminate at 


length in the utter ruin of the projectors. 
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IT Is our happineſs too that our Minds 
are as Free as our Bodies. No man can 
+ impoſe his own Dogmas or notions upon 
our Conſciences. We may worſhip the 
*Gop of our Fathers, the only living and 
true Gon, in that manner which appears 
moſt agreeable to our own underſtandings, 
and his revealed Will. The Bible is in our 
hands; we are aſſiſted by an orthodox 
+ _ goſpel miniſtry ; we may ſearch and know 
the Words of eternal Life; and, what is e- 
. qually valuable, we may convey what we 
Ek know to our children after us, no man 
4 having it in his power to wreſt their Edu- 
by © cation from us. ; 
6 - Tris, my dear countrymen, is happineſs 
: indeed! and what ſtill enhances it, is the 
- conſideration that we are not only called 
to enjoy it ourſelves, but perhaps to be the 
. inſtruments of diffuſing it over this vaſt 
continent, to the nations that fit in“ dark- 
neſs and the ſhadow of Death.“ 
SUREIL V the thought of this ought to 
rouſe every ſpark of virtue in our boſoms. 
Could an ancient Spartan ruſh into the 
=. field of death, upon the motives mentioned 
| above; and is there any danger which a 


Briton _ to decline for the ſake of 
theſe 
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theſe ineſtimable privileges? Or ſhall a 
French ſlave and popiſh bigot, at this day, 
do more for the glory of his tyrannical 
Lord, than a Freeman and Proteſtant for 
the beſt of Kings, and the Father of his 
People ? 
IuIs land was given to us for propaga- 
ting Freedom, eſtabliſhing uſeful Arts, and 
extending the kingdom of Jeſus. Shall 
we, then, be falſe to ſuch a truſt, or puſil- 
lanimous in ſuch a divine cauſe ? We have 
hewn out habitations for ourſelves in an 
uncultivated wilderneſs ; and ſhall we ſuf- 
fer them to fall a prey to the moſt faith- 
leſs of enemies? We have unfurled the 
Meſſiah's banner in the remoteſt parts of 5 
the earth; and ſhall we ſuffer the bloody 
flag of Perſecution to uſurp its place? We l 
Fhave planted the bleſſed Goſpel here; and | 
ſhall we ſuffer Heathen error to return 7 
where the glad Tidings of ratzes have 
once been pr reached ? 1 
No, countrymen ! I know your ſouls 40 | 
dain the very thought of ſuch a conduct; =_— 
and you would rather ſuffer ten thouſand 
deaths (were ſo many poſſible) than be 
Aauilty of that which would entail infamy on 
| e  your- 
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yourſelves, and! ruin on your lateſt poſte- 
rit 
„ readineſs to join in the meaſures 
concerted for your ſafety, and to ſtrike a 
deciſive blow againſt the enemy, may much 
* 5 determine your future happineſs and ſafety 
as a people; and I may well truſt, when 
ſo much is at ſtake, you will not be back- 
ward in offering your ſervice for a few 
months, under a General of humanity, 
experience, and every amiable accompliſh- 
ment. I hope even to hear that our Wo- 
men will become advocates in ſuch a cauſe, 
and entitle themſelves to all the applauſes 
ſo long ago paid to their Spartan predeceſ- 
ſors ! ; 

Il our p not now wound you, with a 
diſagreeable recapitulation of our paſt 
miſconduct and fatal indolence, eſpecially ug 
in theſe Southern colonies. Many a time has 
it been in our power to cruſh out this dan- 
gerous war with a ſingle tread of our foot, 
before it blazed up to its preſent height — 
But this we ſadly neglected ; and, perhaps, 
the all-wiſe diſpoſer of events meant to 
ſhew us that, when our affairs were at the 

worſt, he was Mighty to ſave. 


NEVER 
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NEVER was the Proteſtant Cauſe in 

a more deſperate ſituation, than towards 
the cloſe of laſt campaign. The great and 
heroic King of Pruſſia ſtood ready to be 
ſwallowed up of the multitude of his ene- 


mies. The Britiſh Nation was torn to 


pieces by inteſtine diviſions ; its helm con- 
tinually ſhifting hands; too many bent on 
ſordid views of ſelf-intereſt; too few regard- 
ing the public good; Minorca loſt ; Ha- 
nover over- run; our ſecret expeditions 
ending in diſgrace; our forts in America 
deſtroyed ; our people captivated or inhu- 
manly murdered, and our fleets diſperſed 
and ſhattered before the winds—— 
Ver, even then, when no human eye 
could look for ſafety, the Lord interpoſed 
for the Proteſtant Religion. In the ſhort 
ſpace of two months, the king of Pruſſia 
extricated himſelf out of his difficulties, in 
a manner that aſtoniſhed all Europe, and 
will continue ta be the admiration of ages 
to come! And had we only done our parts 
in America at that' time, the pride of 
France would have been effectually hum- 
bled, and we ſhould probably now have 

been rejoicing in an honorable peace. 
3 E 7; 5 Dor 
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Bo r as that was not the caſe, the na- 
tion, in concert with the king of Pruſſia 
and other Proteſtant powers, has been ob- 

liged to make one grand puſh more for the 
general cauſe in the preſent campaign ; 
and if that is unſucceſsful, Gop knows what 
will become of our liberties and properties. 
This we may lay down as a certain truth, 
.that the expence of the preſent war 1s. far 
too great to. be born long by the powers 
concerned in it. The Britiſh nation is 
labouring under a heavy load of taxes. 
Theſe colonies are likewiſe drained to the 
utmoſt, and ſinking under the burthen, as 
we all feel. Peace, then, of ſome kind or 
other, muſt be a defirable event; and up- 
on our ſucceſs this campaign it may de- 
pend, whether we ſhall dictate a Peace to 
the French, or they to us. Should the 
latter be the caſe, (which God forbid !) 
it would be a fatal peace to us. 

RISE then, my countrymen ! as you 
value the bleſſings you enjoy, and dread 
the evils that hang over you, riſe and ſhew 
yourſelves worthy of the name of Britons ! 
riſe to ſecure to your poſterity, peace, free- 
dom, and a pure religion! riſe to cha- 
ſtize a pefidious nation for their breach of 

| . treaties, 
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treaties, their deteſtable cruelties, and 
their horrid murders ! remember the cries 
of your captivated brethren, your orphan 
children, your helpleſs widows, and thouſ- 
ands of beggar'd families! think of Mo- 
nongahela, Fort-William Henry, and thoſe. 
ſcenes of ſavage death, where the mang- 
led limbs of your fellow citizens lie & 
ed upon the plain; calling upon you to re- 
trieve the honor of the Britiſh name! 
Tus animated and rouſed, and thus 
putting your confidence, where alone it can 
be put, let us go forth in humble bold- 
neſs; and the Lord do what ſeemeth him 


good ! 


* 


— 
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Account of the College wy Ac de 


my of PHILADELPHIA. * 


AVING mentioned this Inſtitution in the 

fifth of the foregoing Diſcourſes, in a man- 

ner that may make ſome perſons deſirous of know- 
ing more concerning it; the author thought it 
might not be improper to annex a ſhort account 
of it, taken from one which he had written and 
publiſhed ſometime ago in America. He has 
many reaſons for deſiring to make ſo good a de- 
ſign as public as poſſible. He knows that it is 
for the intereſt of ſound Religion and Learning 
that it ſhould be ſupported, and believes that it 
needs only to be more generally known, in order 
to recommend it to that favour and encourage- 
ment of the humane and benevolent elſewhere, 
which it can hardly expect from the preſent Leaders 
of the country where it is eſtabliſhed ; and yet will 
ſtand in need of before it is brought to perfection. 
How far ſuch an inſtitution would be practi- 
cable in a very large community, perhaps time 
will beſt ſhew. At preſent it is found extremely 
weil adapted to the circumſtances of the place 
where it is erected, and may boaſt ſeveral things 
F 4 | in 
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in its plan of a very laudable nature, which yet 
are peculiar to itſelf. Mr. Sheridan, no doubt, 
never heard of the conſtitution of this ſeminary, 
when he aſked the following queſtion. 

« To inſtruct our youth, ſays he, * in the 
arts of reading and writing, there are many ſemi- 
naries every where eſtabliſhed, throughout this 
realm; but who, in theſe countries, ever heard 
of a maſter for the improvement of Articulation, 
for teaching the due proportion of ſounds and 
quantity of ſyllables-in Engliſh, and for point- 
ing out to his pupils, by precept and example, the 
right uſe of accents, emphaſes and tones, when 
they read aloud, or ſpeak in public?” 

Now, from the following account, it will ap- 
pear that ſuch a Maſter of Articulation, as is 
mentioned above (ſtyled “ profeflor of Engliſh 
and Oratory”) has been employed in the college 
and academy of Philadelphia, from the begin- 
ning; and if the many advantages that have ariſen _ 
from that Part of the plan were ſufficiently known, 
they would furniſh one very convincing argu- 

ment in favour of the point which that ingenious 
_ gentleman is ſo worthily ſtriving to accompliſh, 
in behalf of the Language and Elocution of his 
country. But to proceed to the account itſelf. 


* See Sheridan's introductory diſcourſe to lectures on elo- 
cution, &c. N b . * 
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N the year 1749, a number of private gentle- 
men of Pennſylvania, who had long conſider- 


ed it as a misfortune to the youth of the pro- 


vince, that there was no public ſeminary in it, 
where they might receive the accompliſhments of 


a regular education, publiſhed a paper of hints 


and propoſals for erecting an Academy in the city 
of Philadelphia. They obſerved very juſtly that 


the good education of youth has been eſteem- 


ed, by wiſe men in all ages, the ſureſt foundation 
both of private and public happineſs ; and thpt 
it has been the principal concern of every well- 
regulated government to eſtabliſh and endow pro- 
per ſeminaries for the advancement. of learning, 

and for training up a ſucceſſion of men, fit to 
ſerve their country in every uſeful ſtation. Many 
-of the firſt ſettlers of America were men who 
had received a good education in Europe; and to 
their wiſdom and good management much of 
the preſent proſperity of the colonies js owing. 
Nevertheleſs, it was obvious that without mak- 
ing a proviſion for cultivating wiſdom and good- 
neſs in the riſing generation, they would ſoon des 
generate into a ſtate of ignorance and barbarity, 


* 


little better than that of their Neighbour-Savages, 


and be neither able to preſerve nor enjoy the in- 
eſtimable bleſſings, delivered down to them from 
their fathers. = . 
Io prevent theſe dreadful misfortunes, was the 
deſign of thoſe who projected this inſtitution; a 
defign that will do honor to their names as long 
as any memorial of virtue and letters ſhall remain 
in their country ; and a deſign in which they can 
boaſt all the Sages and Law-givers and Patriots 


* 
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of every age, as their patterns and fellow labour- 
ers, for the propagation of wiſdom and the good 
of their ſpecies ! 
_ Tris d eſign was not long formed before it was 
. carried i into execution. Twenty four Perſons joined 
themſelves together, as Truſtees for carrying on 
the work, and agreed never to exceed that num- 
ber ; which was compoſed, without any regard to 
difference in religious perſuaſions, of creditable 
gentlemen of various profeſſions and callings. 
Tur ſcheme being made public, with the 


names of the gentlemen undertakers, all was ſo 


well approved of, that in a very ſhort time the 
ſubſcription for carrying it on amounted to Eight 
Hundred Pounds per annum, for five years ; a 
very ſtrong proof of the public ſpirit and gene- 
roſity of the inhabitants of that place! 

Ix the beginning of January 1750, three of 
the ſchools were opened, namely the Latin. 


ſcehool, the Mathematical ſchool, and an Engliſh 


ſchool. For it had always been conſidered as a 
very leading part of the deſign, to have a good 
ſchool in the mother tongue, and to have a per- 
| fon of abilities entruſted with the care of it. 

On AroRVY, correct Speaking and Writing the 
Mother Tongue, are branches of education too 
much neglectcd in all ſeminaries, as is often 
viſible in the public performances of ſome of our 

moſt learned men. But, in the circumſtances of 

this province, ſuch a neglect would have been 
ſtill more inexcuſable, than in any other part of” 7 
the Britiſh dominions. For being made up of fo 
great a mixture of people, from almoſt all cor- 
ners of the world, neceſſarily ſpeaking a variety 


of 3 and dialects, the true pronouncia- 
| tion 


AP EN DIE mo 


tion 1 writing of our own language might ſoon 


be loſt, without ſuch a previous care to preſerve 
them 1 in the riſing generation. 

Arx the opening of the above ſchools, which were 
intended to be preparatory to the higher parts of 
learning, a ſuitable ſermon was preached, by the 
provincial ſecretary, from St. John viii. 32. <And 
ye ſhall know the Truth, and the Truth ſhall 
make you Free,” 


Tris reverend and worthy gentleman (who, 


amid all the labours of his public ſtation, as well 
as the many private labours in which his benevo- 
lence continually engages him, has ſtill made it 
his care to devote ſome part of his time to Claſ- 
ſical Learning, and the ſtudy of Divinity to 
which he was originally bred) took occaſion, from 
| theſe words of our bleſſed Saviour, to ſhew the 
intimate connexion between Truth and Freedom, 


betweeen Knowlege of every kind, and the pre- 


| ſervation of Civil and Religious Liberty. For 
it has ever been found that where the Former is 
not, the Latter cannot long ſubſiſt. 


TEE inſtitution, thus begun, continued daily 
to flouriſh; and at length the Truſtees applied 


for a charter of incorporation, which they obtain- 
ed in July, 1753, from the honourable Proprie- 
tors; who likewiſe gave a handſome benefaction 


for carrying on the work, and intend to do. 


much more for compleating it. 

Soo after it was found that many of the youth, 
having gone thro? their courſe of Grammar-Learn- 
ing, would be deſirous of proceeding to Philo- 
ſophy and the Sciences ; and this being repreſent- 
ed to the Truſtees, they began to think of en- 


larging their plan, as they had promiſed at the 


74 be- 


37, 8 
1 
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beginning. They were highly ſenſible that the 
knowlege of Words, without making them ſub- 
ſervient to the knowlege of Things, could never 
be conſidered as the buſineſs of education. To 
lay a foundation in the Languages, was very ne- 
ceſſary as a firſt ſtep, but without the {uperſtruc- 
ture of the Sciences it would be but of little uſe 
for the conduct of life. 
I x conſideration of this, the truſtees getermin- 
ed to complete the remainder of their plan and 
applied for an Addition to their charter, by which 
a power of conferring degrees and appointing 
Profeſſors in the various branches of the arts 
and ſciences, was granted to them. By this 
| means, a College was added to, and ingrafted 
upon their former Academy; a joint government 
agreed upon for both; the ſtyle of the truſtees 
changed to that of —< Truſtees of the College, 
Academy and Charity Schools of Philadelphia; 
and the Profeſſors conſtituted under them into 
one body or Faculty, by the name of The 
Provoſt, Vice Provoſt and Profeſſors of the Col- 
lege and Academy of Philadelphia.” This char- 
ter bears Date May 14th 1755. 
Havine given a ſhort account of the riſe of 
this inſtitution, I proceed now to give a view of 
the different Branches thereof, as they are at pre- 
| ſent; and ſhall begin at the loweſt, which con- 
fiſts of two Charity Schools. In one of them 
forty girls are taught Reading, Writing, Sew- | 
ing, &c. In the other, about Teventy Boys are 
taught Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic, in 
order to fit them for various ſorts of buſineſs. and 
* mechanic Arts. 
Tur Second branch is properly an Engliſh 


. and conſiſts of two . an Engliſh 
| and 


— 
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and Writing ſchool, and a ſchool for the Practical 
branches of the Mathematics. In the Former, 
beſides Writing, the Pupils are taught the 
Mother tongue Grammatically, together with a 
correct and juſt pronounciation. For attain- 
ing this, a ſmall roſtrum is erected in one end of 
the ſchool, and they are frequently exerciſed in 
reading aloud from it, or in delivering ſhort ora- 
tions; while the Profeſſor of Engliſh and O- 
ratory ſtands by to correct whatever may be amiſs, 
either in their Speech or Geſture. 

BEs IDEs this roſtrum, which is in their private 
ſchool, there is alſo a large ſtage or oratory erect- 
ed in the College hall, where the Speakers ap- 
pear on all public occaſions, before as many of 
the inhabitants as pleaſe to attend. | | 

THis part of the inſtitution is of ſingular bene- 
fit It corrects unbecoming baſhfulneſs, &c. 
gives the youth preſence of mind, habituates them 
to appearing in public, and has been the means 
of producing many excellent young Orators, that 
have occaſionally charmed large audiences * ; and 
it is hoped will ſoon become an honour and an or- 
nament to their country, in the various ſtations, 
to which they may be called. This attention to 
public ſpeaking, which is begun here with the 


very rudiments of the mother-tongue, is continu- 


ed down to the end; and eſpecially in the Philo- 
ſophy ſchools, where the youth frequently deliver 


A number of the ſtudents ard ſcholars performed the 
maſque of Alfred by way of Oratorial Exerciſe, before 
the Earl of Loudoun and the Governors of the ſouthern 
colonies, in the beginning of the year 1757, with very much 
and juſt applauſe; and on any occalion a ſufficient num. , 
ber of ſpeakers may be ſelected to periorm any good piece 
of this kind. hs 

EE exerciſes 
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exerciſes of their own compoſition, at commence- 
ments, examinations, and other public occaſions. 
TRE Third and higheſt branch of the inſtituti- 
on is the College, in which the learned languages 
and the ſciences are taught, as in other Colleges 
and Univerſities, tho* on a plan ſomewhat diffe- 
rent. It conſiſts of the Latin and Greek ſchools, 
and three Philoſophy ſchools. An account of the 
whole follows. 


& 


Lavin and Gn EEE SCHOOLS. 


"ſt Srace. Grammar. Vocabulary. Senten- 

tiæ Pueriles. Cordery. ZEſop. Eraſmus, | 

N. B. To be exact in declining and conjuga- 
ting. To begin to write exerciſes, for the 


better underſtanding of Syntax. Writing, 


Reading and Speaking of Engliſh | to be _ 


tinued, when neceſlary. 


20 STacs. Selectæ e veteri Teſtamento. Se- 
lectæ e profanis Authoribus. Eutropius. Nepos. 
Metamorphoſis. Latin Exerciſes and Bois. 
continued. 


3d STAGE. Metamorphoſis continued. Virgil 
with Proſody. Cæſar's Comment. Salluſt. Greek 
Grammar. Greek Teſtament. Elements of Geo- 
graphy and Chronology. Exerciſes and "Ong 
continued, 


4th STAGE. Sine Terence. Virgil review- 
a = Lucian, Xenophon or Homer begun. 
N. B. This year to make Themes; write let- 

ters; give deſcriptions and characters. To 
turn Latin into Engliſh, with great regard 
to punctuation and choice of words. Some 
Engliſh 
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Engliſh and Latin orations to be delivered, 


with proper grace both of elocution and ge- 
ſture. Arithmetic begun. 


| | Sour youths, i it is found, go thro! theſe ſtages 
in three years, but moſt require four, and many 
five years; eſpecially if they begin under nine or 


ten years of age. 1 he maſters muſt exerciſe their 


beſt diſcretion in this reſpect, » 

THrost who can acquit themſelves to ſatisfaction 
in the books laid down for the fourth ſtage, af- 
ter public examination, proceed to the ſtudy of 
the ſciences, and are admitted into the Philoſophy- 

Schools as Freſhmen, with the privilege of be- 
ing diſtinguiſhed with an under-graduate's gown. 
The method of ſtudy proſecuted i in theſe ſchools 
for the term of three years, follows; and the por- 
tion of reading allotted for each month i is particu- 
larly SE 
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FIRST YEAR, 


1 Mayr 5. 
Firſt Term. 


Three Months. 


Second Term. 
Three Months. 


January. 
Third Term. 


Four Months. 
| Remarks. 
SECOND YEAR. 
Jux 0x8. May 15. 


Feirſt Term. 
Three Months. 


Second Term. 
Three Months. 


8 
Third Term. 
Four Months. 


; Remarks, 


THIRD YEAR. 


SENTORS, May 15. 


Firſt Term. 
Three Months, 


Second Term, 
Three Months, 


anuary. 


Third Term. 
Four Months, 


+ 
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VIEW of the PHILOSOPHY-SCHOOLS. 


II. 


* 


© 2 is Bf 


N O O N. 


* 


LECTURE I. 
Lat. & Engl. Exerciſes continu'd. 


The ſame. 
— — — 3 


INSTRUMENTAL PHILOSOPHY. 


LECTURE II. , 


Common Arithmetic rey reviewed, 
Decimal Arithmetic, 
Algebra, 


Fractions and Extrac, Rods. 
Equations, fimple & quadratic. 
Euclid, firſt fix Books. 


TAK with th Metaphyſics, 


— —ͤ— „ 
6 \= w_s r — / / Hams 
— 


— — id — 


putation begun. 


N. B. At leiſure 3 Diſ- 


7s E * 
Euclid a ſecond Time. 
n * 


Logic, &c. re viewed. 
Surveying and Dialling. 
Navigation. ; 


Plain & Spherical Trigonometry. | 


Conic Sections. 
Fluxions. : 


Gr — ——— — 


Euclid, 14th Book. 
—izth Ditto. 
Architecture, with Fortificat. 


MORAL PHILOS. begun, 


NAT, PHILOSOPHY begun. 


Viz, Compend, of Ethics. 


N. B. Diſputation continued, 


/ 


Viz. GeneralPropert, of Body. 
—MechanicPowers, 
— Hydroſtatic, 
— — Pneumatics. 
N. B. Declamation and pub- 
lic Speaking continued. 


bs & 


Ethics continued, 


— — — — On 


Light and Colours, | 
Optics, &c. 4 


Natural and civil Law. Perſpective. we 
Introduction to Civil Hiſtory. Aſtronomy, 
Etto Laws and Government, Nat, Hiſtory of Verdes. 
to Trade and Commerce. — of Animals, 
4 
Review of the Whole, Chemiſtry. 
585 dns — — Of Foſſils. 


Examinat, for Degree of B. A, 
| | the French Language may be ſtu- 


Of Agriculture. 


N. B. Thro' all the Years, 


died t leiſure Hours, 


FIRST 


FIRST YEAR. 


Fxrsnmen May 15. 


Firſt Term. 


Three Months. | 


Second Term. 
Three Months. 


Janvary. 


Third Term. 
Four Months. 


Remarks. : 


SECOND YEAR, 


UNIORS, May 15. 


Firſt Term. 


Three Months, ; 


Second 1 pg 
Three Months. 


January. 


Third Term. 
F our onths. 


Ra | 


THIRD YEAR, 
SENIORS. May 15. 


Firſt Term. 
Three Months, 


8000 fl Tn. 


Three Months. 


January. 
Third Term. 
Four Months, 
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i # TERNO ON. 


F [Claſſical and Rhetorical Studies. 


Fü 


FETVA TE HOURS, 
Miſcellaneoirs Studies, 


For improv, the various Branches 


_ Homer's Iliad. 


Juvenal. h 


Pindar, | 
Cicero, ſele& Parts. 
Livy reſumed. 


Thucydides, or 
Euripides. 
Wells“ 8 Pionyſius 


* N. B: Some 1 to be 


ſpared for Declamation this Year. 


Introduction to Rhetoric, 


Longinus, critically. 


Horace's Art of Poetry, critically 
Ariſtot. Poet; &c. critically. 


Quintilian, Tzle& Parts. 


COMPOSITION begun 


Cicero pro Milone, 
— — 


| Demoſthenes pro Cteſiphon. 


— «ww 


N. B. During the Application 
of the Rules to theſe famous O- 
rations, Imitations of them are 


to be attempted on the eln 


of perfect Eloquence, 


- SpeQaators, Rambiers, &c. to1 
the Improvement 9 Style, anc 
K yowlege of Life. 

Barrow 8 LzQures, pate 
Geometry. Maclaurin's Alge 
bra. Ward's Mathematics. Keil's 
Trigonometry. 

Watts's Logic,  andSupy! ement, 
Locke on human Underſtanding. 
Hutcheſon? s Metaphylics, Vare- 
nius's Geography. 

Watts's Ontology and Eſſays 
King de Orig. Mali, with Law's 
Notes. Johnſon” $ Elem. Philoſ. 


— 


Voſſius. Boſſu. a Bohours. 
Dryden's Eſſays and Prefaces. 
Spence on Pope's Odyſſey 
Trapp's Prælect. Poet. Dionv- 
ſius Halicarn. Demetrius Pha- 
lereus, Stradæ Prolufiones, 

Patoun' s Navigation. Grego- 
ry's Geometry n Fortificati- 
on. Simſon's Conic Sections. 
Maclaurin's andEmerſon'sFlux- 
ions, Palladio by Ware. 

Helſham's Lectures. Grave- 
ſande. Cote's Hydroftatics, Deſa- 
guliers. Muſchenbroek; Keil's 
Introduction. Martin's Philo- 
ſophy. Sir Iſaac Newton's Phi- 
loſfophy, Maclaurin's View of 
Ditto. Rohault per Clarke. 


—Epicteti Enchiridion, 

Cicero de Officiis. 

Tuſculan Quæſt. 
Memorabilia Xenoph. Greek; 


Patavii;Rationar. Temporum. 
Plato de Legibus. 
Grotius de jure, B. & P. 


— 


Afternoons of this 3] Term, 


tion on Moral and Phyſical Sub- 
jects, —Philoſophy Acts held. 


puffendorf by Barbeyrac. 
Cumberland de Leg. Sidney. 
Harrington. Seneca. Hutcheſon's 
Works. Locke on Government. 
Hooker's Polity, 

Scaliger de Emendatione Tem- 
porum. Preceptor. Le Clerc's 
Compend. of Hiſtory——=Gre- 
gory's Aſtronomy;--Forteſcue on 
Laws, N. Bacon's Diſcourſes, 


for Compoſition and Declama-| My Lord Bacon's Works. Locke 


on Coin, Divenant. Gee's Com- 
pend, Ray. Derham. Spectacle 
de la Nature, Religious Phi- 
oſopher . — Hor Y BIRTT, to} 
be read daily from the Begin- 

ning, and now to ſupply the De- 


1 - ERA 


ſiciences of the Whae, 


* . 


— 
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XN this plan, it is to > be remarked that life 
O itſelf being too ſhort to attain a perfect ac- 
quaintance with the whole circle of the Sciences, 
nothing has ever been propoſed by any ſcheme of 
Univerſity-Education, but to lay ſuch a general 
foundation in all the branches of literature, as may 


enable youth to perfect themſelves in thoſe par- 


ticular parts, to which their buſineſs, or genius, 
may afterwards lead them ; and ſcarce any thing 
has more obſtructed the advancement of ſound 
learning, than a vain imagination, that a few 
years, ſpent at college, can render youth ſuch ab- 
ſolute. Maſters of Science, as to abſolve them from 
all future ſtudy. | 

As far as our influence ends, we would wiſh 


to propagate a contrary doctrine; and tho* we 


flatter ourſelves that, by a due execution of the 


foregoing plan, we ſhall enrich our country with 


many Minds, that are liberally accompliſhed, and 
fend out none that may juſtly be denominated 


barren, or ee gase yet we hope that the _ 


youth committed to our tuition, will neither at 


college, nor afterwards, reſt ſatisfied with ſuch a 
general knowlege, as is to be acquired from the 
public lectures and exerciſes. We rather truſt 
that thoſe, whoſe taſte is once formed for the ac- 


quiſition of ſolid Wiſdom, will think it their 


duty and moſt rational ſatisfaction, to accompliſh 
themſelves {till farther, by manly perſeverance in 
Private ſtudy and meditation. 


To direct them in this reſpect, the laſt EPA 


contains a choice of the moſt approved writers 
in the various branches of literature, which will 
be eaſily underſtood when once a foundation 


E 
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is laid in the books to be uſed as Claſſics, under 
the ſeveral lectures. For theſe books will not 
be found in this laſt column, which is only meant 
as a private library, to be conſulted occaſionally 
in the lectures, for the illuſtration of any particu- 
lar part; and to be read afterwards, for compleats 
ing the whole. 
In the diſpoſition of the parts of this ſcheme, 
a principal regard has been'paid to the connexion 
and ſubſerviency of the Sciences, as well as to 
the gradual openings of young minds. Thoſe 
parts are placed firſt, which are ſuited to ſtrength» 
en the inventive faculties, and are Inſtrumental 
to what follows. Thoſe are placed laſt, which 
require riper judgment, and are more immediate- 
1 connected with the main buſineſs of life. 
In the mean time, it is propoſed that they ſnall 
never drop their acquaintance with the clafſic Sages. 
They are every day called to converſe with ſome 
one of the ancients, who, at the ſame time that 
he charms with all the beauties of language, is 
generally illuſtrating that particular branch of 
philoſophy or ſcience, to which the other hours af 
the day are devoted. Thus, by continually draw- 
ing ſomething from the moſt admired maſters of 
ſentiment and expreſſion, the taſte of youth will 
be gradually formed, to juſt Criticiſm, and 
maſterly Compoſition. 
Fon this reaſon, Compoſition, in the ſtriqt 
Meaning of the term, cannot well be begun at an 
earlier period than is propoſed in the plan. The 
knowlege of Mathematics is not more neceſſary, 
as an introduction to natural philoſophy, than an 
acquaintance with the beſt ancient and modern 


writers, eſpecially the Critics, is to juſt Compoſiti- 
” on 
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on; and, beſides this, the topics or materials are 
to be ſupplied, in a good meaſure, from Moral 


and Natural * Philoſophy. 
Tuus, it is hoped, the ſtudent may be led thro? 


a ſcale of eaſy aſcent, till finally rendered capable 


of Thinking, Writing and Acting well; which 
are the grand objects of a liberal education. —At 
the end of every term, ſome time is allowed for 
Recreation, or bringing up ſlower Geniuſes. 
_ Pezrmavs, after all, ſome who ſee this plan, 
may think three years too ſcanty a period for its 
execution; and, undoubtedly, a period ſomewhat 
longer would be better. But it is found, never- 
theleſs, that the time is ſufficient for a middling 
genius, with ordinary application; and where 
both genius and application are ning, no time 
will be found ſufficient. 
DrrrERENCE of . is always to be 
regarded In our American Colonies very few 
youth can be detained for a long period at infant 
unendowed colleges, where they muſt wholly 
maintain themſelves at a conſiderable expence, 
and where their genius ſeems not only to be ſooner 
ripe, but where there is alſo a more immediate 
demand, and a more eaſy ſettlement to be ob- 
tained, in all the ways of genteel employment, 
for Young.Men of Parts, than there is in Euro- 
pean Countries: Beſides this, cloſe ſtudy agen 
months of the year is here required. 


5 ger Diſcoorle v. 
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The Whole i in one VIEW. 


Schools, Maſters, | t 


The Profeſſor of Languages, 2 
Latin and Greek Schools. | Tutors, a Writing - maſter, xc. 


Students and Scholars in this part about. — — — 


| Three Philoſophy hools, The Provoſt and Viceprovoſt 
College, ö 

95 

bs Profeſſor of Engliſhand 


Ora tory, with one Aſſiſtant. 


Acade- Engliſh School. 
The Proſeſſor of e 


my. J School for practical Branches of 


Mathematics. tics, 
Scholars in this part about — TY — | 

Charity School for Charity Boys, One Maſter and one Aſfitant 
Scho 8 51 75 for Charity Girls. - One Miſtreſs | 
Scholars in this Part _ — — 6 113 
, DISH In all, 268 


— 
To's we ſee that this inſtitution is placed on 


a moſt enlarged bottom, being one great Collec- 


tion of Schools, under a general government ; 
in which all the branches and ſpecies of education 
are carried on that can be conceived neceſſary for 
any community, whether in the learned Profeſſions, 
in Merchandi/e, in the mechanic Arts, or inferior 
callings, It may, therefore, be proper now to 
give a ſhort fketch of thofe methods, by which 
diſcipline and good order are preſerved, among 
| fuch a variety of ſchools, ſtudents, and ſcholars. 
Tur chief power is, by Charter, lodged in 


twenty four Truſtees, who muſt all be reſidents 
not only within the province, but within five 


miles of the City. Alt matters of higher im- 


port are to be decided by their council and di- 


reckion; and all Laws are either to be made by 


them, or receive a final ſanction from them. No 


ftudent can receive the honors and ordinary de- 
grees of the college, without a previous exami- 
nation in their preſence, and a Mandate under 
den (att ſeal and the hands of a, majority of 
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them. Nor can even an honorary Degree be con- 
ferred without a like Mandate, under the ſaid 
pri vy-ſeal and the hands of at leaſt two thirds of 
che whole body; which regulations muſt always 
be a.means of preventing a proſtitution of thoſe 
degrees and honors to the [literate and Undeſerv- 
ing, which ſhould be the reward of real Learning 
and Worth. . = Wh 
I order to do their duty as truſtees more ef- 
fectually, they ſet apart the ſecond Tueſday of 
every month, for viſiting and examining the 
hools, converſing and adviſing with the maſters, - 
- Encouraging the ſtudents according to their ſeveral 
degrees of merit, and making ſuch regulations 
as may be thought neceſſary, All the ſchools 
| Have their turns of theſe viſitations ; which are 
truly calculated to keep up the ſpirit of the inſti- 
tution, and promote diligence, emulation and 
good behaviour among the ſcholars. . 
B xEsIDxSs theſe ſtated meetings, their preſident, 
- who is choſen annually, has a power of calling 
other meetings on any particular occaſion. 
- Unpex theſe truſtees, the principal maſters are 
conſtituted into a Faculty, or common body, 
with all the powers neceſſary for the ordinary 
| ombicvr of the ſchools and good education of 
the youth. They are to meet, in Faculty, at 
leaſt once in every two weeks, and at ſuch other 
times as the Provoſt, or ſenior member preſent, 
ſhall think fit to call them, or any two members 
defire him ſo to do. At theſe meetings they are to 
enquire into the ſtate of the ſchools, and ſee that the 
ſeveral parts of education be regularly carried on, 
and the laws of the inſtitution duly executed and 
obſerved. They have alſo power to enact tem- 


porary 
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| gory Rules and Ordinances, to be in force as 
Laws, till the firſt enſuing meeting of the Truſ- 
tees; before whom they are then to be laid in 


order to be altered, amended or confirm'd, or 


left probationary for a longer period, or wholly 
laid aſide, as they ſhall think fit. 
By this method, all Laws either do, or may, 
take their riſe from maſters, who being daily 
preſent in the inſtitution know beſt what regula- 
tions and orders may be wanted. At the ſame 
tiene, as theſe regulations are to receive their laſt 
ion from the Truſtees and Viſitors, who 
are men of experience, influence and probity, and 


have children of their own to educate, we may 


| be certain that nothing can obtain the force of a 
ſtanding Law, but what is found falutary and 
good upon trial. 

By the preſent rules, the faculty of maſters meets 
every Thurſday noon, and all the ſchools are aſſem- 
bled before them that they may examine the weekly 
roll, and call delinquents to account. As ſeveral 
youth are too big for corporal puniſhment, there 
are ſmall Fines by the laws agreeable to the nature 
of the offence, and the cuſtom of other colleges ; 
yet no one need pay any ſuch fine unleſs he chuſes 
it, but may undergo the ſame puniſhment as if 
no ſuch fines had ever been appointed. What- 
ever money is thus raiſed from the flothful and 


refractory in Fines, is appropriated in Rewards to 


the diligent and obedient ; ſo that any youth, who 
has once been a delinquent, may have an oppor- 
tunity of getting back, by future care, what he 


forfeited by former neglect. 
TESE Rewards and Puniſhments are both 


adminiſtred i in the moſt public manner; and, in 
Q4 _— 
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ſhort, the whole diſcipline is fo reaſonable and juſt, 
that any youth who might deſire to break thro? 
the rules of this inſtitution | in his younger years, 
can hardly be expected to ſubmit even to the rules 
of Society itſelf, when grown up. 

As to the plan of education, it has derb the 
fruit of much thought. Great care has been 
taken to comprehend every ufeful branch in it, 
without being burdenſom, or launching into 
thoſe that are unneceſſary. | 

Tut principal maſters are men of known abi- 
lities, who have given many ſpecimens of their 
ſkill, in thoſe particular parts of literature which 
they ſeverally profeſs. Nor is it any objection, 
but rather an advantage, particularly to the youth 
intended for buſineſs and public life, that the 
building is within the city. By good rules and 
good example, the Morals of youth may be 
as eaſily preſerved, in a great and well. policied 
city, as in a ſmall village; if we can ſuppoſe 
any place to continue ſmall where ſuch a ſeminary 
is once founded, When 1 ſpeak ſo, I would be 
underſtood to mean, when A youth all lodge in 
the houſes of their parents, or in lodgings within 
the walls of the college; which the truſtees, by 
their firſt plan propoſed to erect, and will 
doubtleſs or plich whenever their funds will 
permit. 

Ix this inſtitution, there is a very noble Appa- 
ratus for experiments in Natural Philoſophy, done 
in England by the beſt hands, and brought over 
from thence, in different parcels, at a very great 
expence. There is alſo, in the experiment room, 
an Electrical Apparatus, the property of one of 
the profeſſors, ' chiefly his own invention, and 


perhaps 
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perhaps the completeſt of the kind, now in the 
world. . | e 
Tarts is a faithful, tho' brief, account of the 
whole ſeminary; and what a bleſſing muſt it prove 
to the continent of America in general, as well 
as to the province in which it is founded? What, 
advantages may not the youth reap, amid ſo. 
many opportunities of improvement, and ſo many 
incitements to induſtry ; where the maſters tranſ- 
act every thing by joint advice; where all poſſible 
regard to religion and morality is kept up, and. 
the whole open to the viſitation and frequent in- 
ſpection of a number of gentlemen of rank and 
character ? N | | | 
May there never be wanting a ſucceſſion of 
ſuch gentlemen to take the truſt and care of it; 
and may it continue, to the lateſt times, as a ſhjp» 
ing light to the world around itt 
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A Pwir.os0PHiCal © Mt DITATION, 
and Reitie6rovs ADDREss to the SU- 
PREME BEING. ry 

05 EY 3 | * 

P REPARATORY ADDRESS. 
IExERN AL fource of Life, Light and 
Love; that permitteſt thy reaſonable crea- 
tures to open their ſouls to Thy divine influence 
by prayer! compoſe my thoughts, raiſe my affec- 


tions; and grant that I may approach Thy aw- 


ful preſence, with a humble ſenſe of my own in- 
| ke 3 5 digence, 
This piece was firſt compoſed for the uſe of young 
Students in Philoſophy, and publiſhed in London 1754, at 
the end of a book of Ethics, written by the Rev. Dr. Sa- 
muel Johnſon, preſident of the college of New Vork; and 
the deſign of 1t was explained as follows — $i 
„Ihe author having been entruſted with the publi- 
cation of theſe Ethics was of opinion, that a Meditation and 
Addreſs on this model, which might be a ſummary reca- 
pitulation of the work, and alſo contain Petitions for the 
divine aid in diſcharging the duties diſcovered and laid down 
in it, would be of great uſe to the young ſtudent.” 
Hence this Compoſition conſiſts of the ſame parts with 
the treatiſe itſelf, viz. 1 os 4 ag 3 
“ Firſt, The Speculative truths relating to God, which 
make the Addreſs and Acknowlegement of him; and the 
Speculative truths relating to ourſelves, which make the 
Confeſſion: | | 
* Secondly, The Practical duties that reſult from theſe 
truths, which are Moral, Divine and Social. Petitions fot 
grace to diſcharge theſe aright make the Petitory m_— | 
60 
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8 and with worthy apprehenſions of Thy 
all- ſufficiency. As Thou haſt given me the means 
of knowing, in ſome degree, the relations which 
I fuſtain, and haſt alſo given me reaſon to deduce 
from thence. my various s duties; permit me to fly 


to Thine almighty grace and aid, to enable me 


to put theſe duties in practice: For, without 
this, I know how inſufficient J am, by my own 

natural ſtrength, to do any thing that is truly | 
acceptable to Thee. 


s # heliſpeculative Part of Chriſtian Philoſepby, 
1. Is the courſe of my refearches, what firſt 
of all appears to me is - that Thou 
* relpet art from everlaſting to everlaſting, 
8604 x completely happy in Thyſelf, perfect 
in Goodneſs, Power and Wiſdom. 
Tay Goodneſs ſpoke creation into birth, with 
no other view but to communicate to finite na- 
tures, from that unbounded ocean that flows for 
ever undiminiſhed round thy throne, the greateſt 
ble ſum of Happineſs that ſuch natures can 


| 3 ſhare ! Thy Power governs Thy univer- 
! 


family of heaven and earth as beſt ſuits the 


ends of their various natures, and Thy gracious 


deſigns towards them! And Thy Wiſdom fo 


conducts the eternal ſcheme, thar, however it 
„ The author, however, does not offer this as a com- 


Plete form. For Interceſſion, Thankſgiving, and ſome other 


| parts of Prayer, could no otherwiſe make a part on this plan, 
than by pecitioning for the __— diſcharge of them, con 


fidered as duties.“ 
Having explained the firſt intention of this piece, the, 


author is now willing to preſerve it in a collection of his 
own; hoping that the ſame candor, which he will land 


in nced of for the other party of che preſent work, will 
ſuffice for this. | | 
way 


RS - 
2 * 
3 
N 


; 


may now appear to Thy ſhort- ſighted creatures, 
it will at laſt unfold itſelf in a perfect conſiſtent 
whole, whoſe in variable object has all along been 
the greateſt good of Thy whole family; and thus 
open a new ſcene to make them for ever happy 
in the contemplation of ſuch boundleſs love and 
perfection. TT 
Iko haſt portioned out thy gifts and favours 
in various degrees among thy creatures. To * me 


Thou haſt given the noble Faculties of reaſon and 
underſtanding. * Thou haſt made me but a 


| little lower than the angels, and crowned me with 
glory, honour and immortality.” Thou tookeſt 
me from the womb, and haſt tenderly preſerved 
and provided for me to this very moment. Thy 


unwearied patience has born with all my fail- 


ings, and Thy overflowing love has even loaded 
me with undeſerved favours and advantages—— 
Bor what language can ſpeak Thee as Thou 
art? Thy goodneſs towards nie riſes far above 
all expreſſion, far above all thought. When I 
had ſtrayed from Thee and was ſunk in ignorance, 
thou thyſelf vouchſafed to ſpeak to me, riſing 
up early and ſpeaking. Thou didft alſo fend thy 
ſervants the prophets, riſing up early and ſending 
them. Laſt of all thou ſenteſt the Son of Thy 
boſom with his holy apoſtles, to ſave me from 


merited deſtruction ; to reſtore my ruined nature; 


to inſtruct me in my duty, and guide me to end- 


leſs reſt. How precious are Thy thoughts 


unto me, O my God! How great is the ſum of 
them ! if 1 ſhould count them, they are mote in 
number than the ſand !“ 


„Me, in the firſt perſon, is here put for the human ſpecies. 
gs 2. Al. 
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2. ALL this, ol heavenly Father, I kobe Thou 


art; and all this I know Thou haft 
. Truths gone for me! But when J enquire, in 
with reſpect 
20 man. the next place, what I myſelf am, and 
what I have done in return; alas! my 
conſcience tells me that I have not always confi - 
dered and acknowleged Thee as being what Thou 
art. I have often counterworked Thy gracious 
urpoſes towards me, and finned againſt Thy 
poly and equitable laws. Forgetting my high 
reheminence of birth, I have often perverſely a- 
Þuſed, or ungratefully neglected the proper uſe 
of, thoſe noble powers with which Thou. haſt 
crowned my nature. My iniquities have taken 
hold of me fo that I cannot look up. They are 
more in number than the hairs of my head; 
therefore my heart faileth me.” Yer till, when 
I reflet on Thy paternal love, my hope is in 
Thy mercy, through the Redeemer, that Thou 
vile hide Thy face from my fins, and blot out 
all my tranſgreſſions.” “ 
In this ſacred hope, I humbly proſtrate 1 10 
before Thee, ſincerely confeſſing my repeated 
treſpaſſes, earneſtly imploring Thy forgiveneſs of 
them, and ſtedfaſt ly purpofing, as far as in me 
lies, to amend my future conduct. 
Look down then, O Thou Firſt and Beſt 
of Beings ! From eternal ſplendors and glories 
unutterable, look down with compaſſion on a 
ſinful, but penitent, creature humbled in duſt! 
For Thy dear ſon Jeſus Chriſt's lake, fave me 
from the conſequences of mine iniquities. Par- 
don what is paſt, and vouchſafe me the aid of 


"_ me "_ to lead x me thro' all en trials 
in 


33 
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in the ſteady exerciſe of thoſe virtues, Moral, 
Divine and Social, which in the courſe of my re- 
ſearches, aſſiſted by Thy Spirit and Revealed will, 
I have diſcovered to be my Duties, towards My- 
ſelf, towards Tok; and towards _ Fellow-Crea- 
 rures. 


The Pradiical Part of Chriſtian Philoſophy. 


1. Wirz regard to Myſelf, may I, for the fu- 
ture, practiſe the great virtue of Tem-. 
perance, and preſerve my body chaſte, . E 
as the temple of the Holy Ghoſt. toe f 
May I diſcipline my Paſſions and re- vate Moral 
gulate my Affections aright, that ſo I. Duties, re- 
may never be ſubjected to inordinate e 
deſires and violent commotions of 
Soul; but paſs my time in Tranquility, Sobrie- 
ty, F rugality and Induſtry. 
Bur may I always remember that my care is to 
reach beyond my body to my better part. Hence, 
may I ſtrive, above all things, to improve the 
divine faculties of Reaſon and Underſtanding; 
employing them, according to Thy deſign, as 
the means of ſearching and knowing the —— 4 
and conducting myſelf towards my true happi- 
neſs. And whatever acquiſitions of knowlege I 
may through Thy aid attain, may I never be 
puffed up; but refer all to Thee, and in all my 
reſearches be ſelf · diffident, from a ſenſe of the ex- 
treme ſcantineſs of the higheſt human Attain- 
ments. 

Yer, O my God! while in the purſuit of true 
knowlege, I abſtain from ſinful pride, on the one 
hand; may I alſo, on the other, abſtain from a 
narrow deſpondent undervaluing bf thoſe powers 


which | 
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vhich thou haſt given me, even in their preſentims 
paired ſtate. For, though they are not the higheſt 
in the ſcale of being, neither are they the loweſt 3 
but are, indeed, noble when conſidered. in their 
proper place, and with regard to their proper 
end. There is ſomething grand and auguſt even 
in the preſent ſtate of human nature, which ſpeaks 
its Almighty Author; and thoſe muſt grovel 
beheath their native deſtination, without exerting 
their ſtrength, or aſpiring ar any thing that is ge- 
nerous, elevated or greatly good, who have not 
a juſt ſenſe of this grandeur May I have a juſt 
ſenſe of it, and reverence my nature! May I 
conſider myſelf as Thy image, and ſtrive to act 
up to my dignity in the humble imitation of thy 
divine perfections. 
Jo diſpoſe me to do this, may I look debply 
into myſelf, and frequently employ my thoughts 
at home. May I attentively liſten to the ſtill 
voice of a well informed conſcience, which is thy 
vice-gerent within me. What it warns me not 
to do, may I ever ſedulouſly fly from, however 


dear; and what it dictates to be done, may 1 5 


ever reſoluely achieve; however hard ! 
2. Warn regard to Thee, O my God! . may 
I make it the chief aim of my life to 
We” 2 My 75 diſcharge the Duties of Piety and 
— of grateful Praiſe, May I always acknow- 
the Divine lege Thee to be, what Thou art, the 
Duties, re- ſovereign object of all Love; for ſure- 
ſpecting God. y there is nothing that can ſatisfy the 
human ſoul but thee. When I ſtray from the 
love of thee, I find within myſelf a frightful 
void, and nought of ſolid happineſs to fill it up. 
| * | 
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All my powers are diſſipated with falſe hopes and 
falſe fears; nor can I ſupport the lingering tor- 
ment of ſociety with myſelf. But when I return 
to Thee, ſighing and thirſting after Thy divine 
fellowſhip, my foul is abundantly ſatisfied, and 
filled with inborn tranquility and Joy in the 
Holy Ghoft. Nought can diſturb its peace, while 
it feels Thy preſence, exults in Thy tavour, and, 
in all things, quietly reſigns to thee, who art in- 
finitely Wiſe to contrive, Good to incline Thee, 
and powerful to execute what is beſt for me in 
the whole——— * ie | 


O, THEN may I always love and obey Thee, 
without the leaſt murmuring or diſtruſt; and con- 
ſider whatever befals me now, as meant to diſci- 
pline and prepare me for future happineſs. May 
I bear every thing with Contentment, Fortitude 
and Equanimi:y ; neither too much elated or de- 
jected at any thing which this ſcene can give or 
take away, ſince J am not qualified to judge of 
the tendency of things in the whole. 
Ev me a lively faith in thy promiſes, and 
ſave me from all irreligion and profanation of thy 
holy name; for thou art the all- ſeeing Governor 
and tremendous Judge of the world, and wilt not 
© hold them guiltleſs who profane or neglect the 
awful reverence of thy glorious attributes May 
I never neglect it, and never forget the worſhip 
and grateful praiſes which are due to Thee, bock 5 
in private and public; for I can never be without 
a prompter | wy 
All thy works, with unceaſing voice, eccho 
forth thy wondrous praiſes. The ſplendid ſun, 
with the unnumbered orbs of heaven, thro* the 
pathleſs void, repeat their unwearied circuits, 
| 0 MM | that 
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that, to the uttermoſt bounds of the univerſe, 
they may proclaim Thee the ſource of juſteſt or- 
der and unabating harmony. This earth rolls 
round the various ſeaſons of the year that, in all her 
changes and appearances, ſhe may ſpeak thee the 
original. of all beauty; and every Creature that 
lives thereon ſeems to rejoice in its ſtate and be 
happy, that it may n Thee the parent of 
all wiſdom and goodnels ! 

SHALL I then, who am favored 3 
them all with reaſon and voice articulate, mar the 
grand Chorus? Shall | be the only peeviſh 
ſtring in the tuneful inſtrument? — Oh no! 
oye me, Thou Sovereign Power! Thou Univerſal 
Good] ſave me from ſuch a perverſe ungrateful 
conduct. Let not Me, Me alone, here ſo high- 
ly endowed, wander as if deaf, blind and dumb, 

in the midſt of Thy applauding works ; but may 
I walk forth with the morning ſun and under the 
evening ſky, while my feeling ſoul, attends, and 
my conſenting heart beats uniſon, to the voice of 


nature; for the ſame. is thy voice ſounding aloud 
in the ears of IR wiſe, 


Tuus may I go on my way through life, « cor- 
reſpo mding with the general harmony, and praiſ- 

ing thee. 2 all things for my reaſonable being, 
for my Preſervation ; and above all tor the light 
of thy goſpel, and my redemption through Chriſt 
Jeſus. This is that aſtoniſhing plan by which 
thou haſt reconciled Juſiice with Mercy; and 
while all ſuperior beings, inhabiting wide through 
nature, make every ſphere vocal in praiſes to 
thee for it, let not Me, Me for whom the won- 
derful work was wrought, be the only reaſonable 
creature that is ſilent abour it, and that perceives 
15 nothing 


L 
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nothing grand or auguſt in it. Sooner let me . 
forget to breathe, than forget to extol thee for it. Lo 
May I mingle in frequent worſhip with the hoſts 
of Heaven, and ſwell their univerſal anthem, 
adoring its depth, adoring its ſublimity, adoring 
its richesz while oft my raptured heart breaks 
forth in ſtrains like theſe—— — 
__ .. ** Brxss Jehovah, O my ſoul, and all that is 
within me bleſs his holy name! Bleſs Jehovah, 
O my ſoul, and forget not all his benefits; who 
- forgives all thine iniquities, and heals all thine 
infirmities; who redeems thy life from deſtruction, 
and crowns thee with loving kindneſs and tender 
mercies. For ever bleſs Jehovah, O my ſoul ; 
His name is excellent in all the Earth; His glory 
is far above the Heavens.“ He, only He, is + 
worthy to be celebrated with eternal praiſes! 


— ——— — — nn. — 
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3. WI IB regard t others, teach 3. Petition 
me an unbounded Love and Benigni- for the prac | 
| tice. of the 
ty of heart. Save me from that mean- Social Do- —_— 
eſt of all vices, a ſelfiſh unfeeling foul, ties, reſpec ory 
coiled up within its own narrow” Orb. ting others. | 
May I conſider myfelf as related to that univer- 
. fal republic of being, whoſe common parent thou 
art; and, in a particular manner, feel for all my 
own ſpecies; weeping the lovely tear "of ſympa- 
thy with thoſe that weep; and mingling the ge- 
nerous joys of congratulation with thoſe that 
20k - „ > a „ 
Max I conſider each individual in this world 
as having his Infirmities and wants; and let this | 
diſpoſe me tenderly to bear with all, and be ever = 
ready to alleviate the burdens of my fellow ex- 
| Hes, in our common journey to the land of pro- 
; | miſe, 
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miſe. May it be ever preſent in my thoughts, 


how many more deſerving than me mourn around 


in „deep retired diſtreſs,” and drink the bitter 

draught of miſery, while I abound and am glad; 
and may this conſideration induce me to do good, 
and communicate to the utmoſt of my power, 
leſt in the day of final retribution they ſhould be 
comforted, while I am doomed to forrow in my 


turn. | HE 


Bur, when J have done all in my power to re- 
lieve others, let me not think that I pe acquit- 
ted mytelf of all my duty towards them. May 
J alfo aſſiſt them with my advice, and intercede 
for them in my prayers, that thou wouldſt grant 
them refignation and patience, till, conſiſtent 
with the generous purpoſes of thy moral govern- 


ment, thou {halt be pleaſed to put an end to their 


troubles. | — 5 1 

Mx it be the chief triumph of my foul to ſee 
the world holy as well as happy; and eſpecially to 
{ee the Society, to which I more immediately be- 


"IR long, 2 holy and happy one ; eſtabliſhed upon 
on 


8 


the everlaſting 


ndation of Truth, Righteouſ- 
neſs and Peace. For this cauſe, having firſt 
warmed my own heart with thy love, and fatisfi- 
ed myſelf. of thy eternal goodneſs, as I now have 
done, may my benevolence prompt me to lead as 
many of my fellow creatures, as I can, to the 
ſame temper ; ſtriving to make Thee more adored, 
and them more in love with one another. But 
may no miſguided zeal, or difference of ſenti- 
ment, induce me to the leaſt breach of charity; 
much leſs to the Perſecution of others; eſpecial- 
ly choſe who profeſs the ſame general faith, and 

W = with 
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with whom J ſhould live as An brethren, heirs 
of the ſame common ſalvation. 
In general, ſave me, O my God, from all 
Violence, Cruelty, Hard- e ee Slander, 
Covetouſneſs, Deceit, Infidelity, Moroſeneſs, Diſ- 
obedience, and every Unſocial diſpoſition. May 
the ſovereign Love of Juſtice, my Country and 
Mankind, regulate all my Social Conduct, and 
inſpire me with all noble ſentiments and heroic 
- Virtues. Let me give every man his Due, and 
do to him, as I wifh to be done to by others. 
To my Inferiors, let me be condeſcending, affable 
and kind; to my Equals reſpectful, mild and 
engaging; to my Superiors, ſu fo bmiſſive, dutiful 
and obedient; to my Enemies forbearing, placable 
and forgiving; to my Friends, affectionate, ſin- 
cere and fait ful ; and, in a word, to All Nun: 
kind, humane, juſt and amiably courteous, f 
that inward ſweetneſs and benignity of _ wn 
are the Elder-born of Charity. '. hi 


eon eu 
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habits ad uſeful kriowlege i in this life to capaci- | $: 72 
tate myſelf for happineſs in the next, may I . © 


calmly and decent take my Departure from this 
preſent ſtage; let 8 * when I have. endea- 


Wan a 


voured to 40. up to ny fifa in every: pr 

ſcene, flag under the laſt. 

Le me rather, O God ! confront a king 
of terrors with Chriſtian reſolution, in the hopes 
of being placed with the righteous at Thy ſon's 
right hand, in that terrible day, when He ſhall 
come in all His glory to judge the world ; and 

in the hopes of returning with him thro' the 
gates of the new Jeruſalem, amidſt the ſhouts 
and congratulations of all the hoſts of heaven, 
with them to celebrate the praiſes of the Godhead: 
in that endleſs ſtate of unmixed joy, which is ta 
be the conſummation of virtue and happineſs ! 
THarT this may be my bleſſed ſtate, I beg 
throꝰ the merits and mediation of the ſame Jeſus 
Chriſt, who has taught me to ſum up my my 
fect Petitions, by ſaying; 
— ur F * S 
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